
The Incredible Ancient Aztecs: A Fascinating
Dive into History for Kids!
Step into a time machine, young adventurers, as we embark on an educational
journey to uncover the mysteries surrounding the ancient Aztecs! In this article,
brought to you by The English Reading Tree, we will explore the fascinating
civilization of the Aztecs, their culture, achievements, and their eventual downfall.

Who Were the Aztecs?

The Aztecs were a remarkable Mesoamerican civilization that flourished in
present-day Mexico between the 14th and 16th centuries. They were known for
their brilliant architectural structures, vibrant art, advanced farming techniques,
and intricate social systems. The ancient Aztecs built their capital city,
Tenochtitlan, on an island in Lake Texcoco, now the site of modern-day Mexico
City.

Aztec Society and Culture

The Aztecs had a hierarchical society with an emperor, nobility, warrior class,
commoners, and slaves. Their religion, centered around multiple gods, played a
significant role in their daily lives. The ancient Aztecs believed in human sacrifices
to appease their gods and maintain a cosmic balance. They also practiced
impressive rituals, including dances and music, to express their devotion and
honor the deities.
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Aztec culture was rich in art, literature, and poetry. They were skilled craftsmen
and created elaborate pottery, exquisite jewelry, and breathtaking sculptures.
Their intricate feathered headdresses, murals, and manuscripts, such as the
famous Codex Mendoza, are considered masterpieces of their time.

Aztec Achievements and Innovations

The ancient Aztecs made significant scientific progress and remarkable
achievements during their reign. They developed advanced mathematical
systems, including the use of zero, which was an extraordinary concept at the
time. Their complex calendar system, known as the Aztec Sun Stone or Calendar
Stone, demonstrated their exceptional astronomical knowledge.

Aztec engineers constructed impressive architectural marvels, such as the
Templo Mayor, a massive pyramid that served as a religious and administrative
center. They also built intricate aqueducts and impressive causeways to connect
their city to the mainland.

Furthermore, the Aztecs developed innovative farming techniques to sustain their
growing population. They built chinampas, floating gardens on lakes, where they
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cultivated crops such as maize, squash, and beans. Their ingenious irrigation
methods and agricultural knowledge allowed them to thrive in a challenging
environment.

The Downfall of the Aztec Empire

The glorious Aztec civilization faced a tragic end when Spanish conquistador
Hernán Cortés arrived in Mexico in 1519. Mistaken for the god Quetzalcoatl by
the Aztec emperor Montezuma II, Cortés took advantage of this belief and formed
alliances with Aztec enemies. With advanced weaponry and diseases that the
Aztecs had no immunity against, the Spanish conquistadors conquered
Tenochtitlan in 1521, marking the downfall of the Aztec Empire.

Legacy of the Aztecs

Though their empire may have fallen, the legacy of the Aztecs continues to thrive
to this day. Many aspects of Aztec culture, such as their art, architecture, and
agricultural techniques, continue to inspire and fascinate people worldwide. Their
contributions to science and mathematics laid the foundation for future
advancements, and their mythologies and ancient tales continue to captivate
generations.

Additionally, the descendants of the Aztecs, known as the Nahua people, cherish
their heritage and strive to preserve their traditions and languages.

The ancient Aztecs left an indelible mark on history, with their civilization
representing a prime example of human creativity, innovation, and intricate social
systems. Exploring the incredible achievements and the eventual downfall of the
Aztec Empire provides us with valuable insights into the complexities of ancient
societies and the consequences of conquests. As curious learners, let us



continue to delve into the wonders of history and uncover the fascinating stories
that shape our world.
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Introducing: The Ancient Aztecs for Kids

The English Reading Tree Book 43

This book is aimed at children aged seven and over and is part of the English
Reading Tree Series (number 43). It is a perfect tool for parents to get their
children into the habit of reading.

The Ancient Aztecs has been created to entertain and educate young minds. It is
packed with information and trivia and has lots of authentic images that bring the
topic alive.

There is a quiz at the beginning and end to test how much has been learned.

What people are saying about the English Reading Tree
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Excellent books that not only improve reading ability but educate.

Post Online

Very well presented and I particularly enjoyed the quiz at the end.

Island EBooks

Simple, easy to read and full of interesting facts. What more can a parent ask?
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