
The Incredible Journey of an Unsung
Band of American Cyclists who
Conquered the World
Did you know that a small group of American cyclists had once taken on the world

and emerged victorious? This remarkable and yet untold story of courage,

determination, and triumph is one that deserves to be known far and wide. In this

article, we will delve into the inspiring tale of these unsung cycling heroes who

defied all odds to show the world what they were truly made of.

The Underdogs

Every great story has its underdogs, and this one is no exception. Our journey

begins with a group of passionate American cyclists who were considered nothing

more than mediocre in the global cycling scene. They were often overshadowed

by the dominant cycling nations like France, Italy, and Belgium. But little did

anyone know that these seemingly ordinary individuals were about to change the

course of history.

The Road Less Traveled

It all started when this band of American cyclists decided to take the road less

traveled. They explored the uncharted territories of their own capabilities, pushing

themselves to their limits and beyond. While the world focused on the traditional

cycling powerhouses, these brave souls chose to pave their own path and

challenge the existing norms.
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The Training Regime

No journey to victory is complete without a grueling training regime, and the

American cyclists knew that too well. They dedicated their lives to training, waking

up before the sun rose and pushing their bodies to the extreme. Endless hours

were spent on the road, conquering treacherous terrains and unforgiving weather

conditions. Their unwavering commitment to their sport was truly awe-inspiring.

An Unexpected Turn of Events

As fate would have it, an unforeseen turn of events presented the American

cyclists with an opportunity to showcase their talent. A major international cycling

competition was scheduled, and to everyone's surprise, this band of underdogs

decided to participate. The world was in for a shock, unaware of the imminent

revolution brewing in the American cycling scene.

The Triumph

Against all odds, our unsung heroes not only competed but triumphed over their

opponents. They defied expectations and shattered barriers, leaving the once-

dominant nations astonished and humbled. Their victory proved that talent knows
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no boundaries, and passion coupled with dedication can conquer even the most

formidable challenges.

The Aftermath

Word of this extraordinary feat spread like wildfire, captivating the hearts and

minds of people around the world. The American cyclists became an inspiration

to countless individuals, igniting a new wave of enthusiasm for the sport. Their

triumph served as a reminder that greatness can emerge from the unlikeliest of

places, inspiring generations to pursue their dreams against all odds.

The Legacy

The legacy of these unsung cycling heroes lives on, reminding us that any

obstacle can be overcome with the right mindset and unwavering determination.

Their story serves as a testament to the indomitable human spirit and the power

of perseverance. Let us not forget these courageous individuals who paved the

way for future generations of cyclists.

The journey of this unsung band of American cyclists, as they took on the world

and emerged victorious, is a tale that must be told. Their unwavering dedication to

their sport, coupled with their refusal to back down, serves as an inspiration to us

all. May their story continue to inspire and remind us that greatness lies within

each one of us, waiting to be unleashed.
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In 1980, there were exactly four professional bike racers in America. Six years

later, an American cycling team would wear the coveted yellow jersey of the Tour

de France. And that same team would go on to win Italy's greatest race--the Giro

d'Italia--only two years later. Team 7-Eleven is the extraordinary story of how two

Olympic speed skaters, Jim Ochowicz and Eric Heiden, pulled together a small

group of amateur cyclists and turned them into one of the greatest cycling teams

the sport has known. From humble beginnings in a barn in Pennsylvania to

soaring victories in the French Alps, Team 7-Eleven is the complete history that

has never been fully told--until now.

The 7-Eleven Cycling Team--Team 7-Eleven for short--launched the careers of

American cycling superstars Andy Hampsten, Davis Phinney, Bob Roll, Ron

Kiefel, and many more. It also changed the cycling world, creating a new team

structure based on multiple stars, unified goals, and personal sacrifice for the

greater good. And yet at the time it was formed, the number of American cyclists

with world-class experience could be counted--literally--on one hand. And the

number of American teams that competed in Europe's biggest races was exactly

zero.

Team 7-Eleven is the amazing story of how two cycling fans found one

exceptional sponsor and created the greatest American cycling team of its era.

Written with the enthusiastic cooperation of the team members, Team 7-Eleven

will impress cycling fans with behind-the-scenes stories of the team's founding, its
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growing pains, and its lasting success as the team that established America as a

powerhouse in the world of professional cycling.
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