
The Inner Game of Crown Green Bowling:
Mastering Your Mind for Success on the
Green
Crown Green Bowling, a popular lawn bowling sport in the United Kingdom, is not
only a game of physical skill, but also a battle of the mind. While technique and
strategy play crucial roles in achieving success on the green, the inner game, or
the mental aspect of the sport, is often underestimated and overlooked. In this
article, we will delve into the intricacies of the inner game of Crown Green
Bowling and explore the mindset needed to excel in this beloved sport.

Understanding the Inner Game

The concept of the inner game was popularized by Timothy Gallwey in his book
"The Inner Game of Tennis." It refers to the internal dialogue and mental
processes that influence how we perform in any given activity. In the case of
Crown Green Bowling, the inner game involves managing emotions, overcoming
mental blocks, and staying focused and confident throughout the game.

Visualizing Success

Visualization is a powerful tool in the inner game of Crown Green Bowling. Before
stepping onto the green, take a moment to imagine yourself throwing each bowl
with precision and accuracy. Visualize the ball smoothly rolling along the green,
precisely hitting the target, and the satisfying sound of knocking down the
opponent's bowl. By repeatedly visualizing success, you can program your mind
to believe in your abilities and increase your chances of achieving your desired
outcomes.
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Maintaining Focus with Mindfulness

In the fast-paced and competitive nature of Crown Green Bowling, maintaining
focus is crucial. The practice of mindfulness can help you stay present and in the
moment, regardless of distractions or external pressures. By paying attention to
each bowl, observing the feel and weight of the bowl in your hands, and the way
your body moves during delivery, you can enhance concentration and perform at
your best.

Managing Stress and Pressure

Like any competitive sport, Crown Green Bowling can induce stress and
pressure. Learning to manage these emotions effectively is vital for optimal
performance. Deep breathing exercises, positive self-talk, and maintaining a
relaxed state of mind can help diminish anxiety and allow you to execute each
bowl with greater composure and accuracy.
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Overcoming Mental Blocks and Self-Doubt

The inner game of Crown Green Bowling requires overcoming mental blocks and
self-doubt. Negative thoughts can hinder your performance and prevent you from
reaching your full potential. Recognize these thoughts and replace them with
positive affirmations. Remind yourself of your past successes and focus on the
process rather than the outcome. By shifting your mindset, you can build
confidence and resilience.

Learning from Mistakes

Mistakes are inevitable in Crown Green Bowling. However, the inner game
necessitates a mindset that embraces failure as an opportunity for growth.
Instead of dwelling on mistakes, use them as learning experiences. Analyze what
went wrong and make adjustments accordingly. Embracing a growth mindset
allows you to constantly improve and adapt your strategy for future games.

Building Mental Toughness

Mental toughness is essential to succeed in Crown Green Bowling. It is the ability
to stay composed and focused in challenging situations. Developing mental
strength requires perseverance, self-discipline, and a positive attitude. Practice
resilience by competing against challenging opponents, setting goals, and
pushing yourself outside of your comfort zone. Over time, your mental toughness
will improve, allowing you to handle pressure and setbacks with grace.

The Inner Game and Performance

Mastering the inner game of Crown Green Bowling can significantly impact your
overall performance on the green. While technique and skill are vital, the right
mindset can make all the difference. By incorporating visualization techniques,
practicing mindfulness, managing stress and self-doubt, learning from mistakes,



and building mental toughness, you can enhance your focus, improve decision-
making, and elevate your game.

The inner game of Crown Green Bowling is an essential aspect of the sport that
should not be underestimated. By mastering the mental game, you can unlock
your true potential, overcome challenges, and achieve success on the green.
Incorporate the strategies discussed in this article, and watch as your game
reaches new heights. Remember, Crown Green Bowling is not just a physical
battle; it is a game of the mind.
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Imagine being able to visualise your bowl coming to rest against the jack and
then executing the shot exactly as you intended. What if you were able to judge
the distance between your last bowl and the jack from the mat so that your next
bowl was nothing short of perfect leaving your opponent dumbfounded?
Inconsistent performance often leaves many crown green bowlers frustrated and
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dejected. Well-planned and focused practice will boost your skills and improve
your game. However, if you continue to practice but do not commit to training the
mind, your development and ability will remain limited. Remember, crown green
bowling is a mind game.
The inner game of crown green bowling will enable you to:
•Train your mind in order to practice awareness
•Learn the art of concentration – essential for consistency
•Set performance-related SMART goals
•Understand the concept of trying too hard
•Practice affirmations and creative visualisation
•Putting the inner game into practice
•Effective practice sessions.
By working on all these areas, you can steer clear of interruptions and self-doubt
by focusing on emotional intelligence. Concentration coupled with awareness is
paramount in crown green bowling. Trying too hard only results in stress, which
can negatively impact your performance. The inner game of crown green bowling
will explore all of these skills and help you sharpen your game. Your mind is your
own personal computer: you just need to programme it right through practicing
awareness.
Andy recognises the importance of not only practicing techniques but believes
that there also needs to be an emphasis on training one’s mind. He shows that
practicing awareness and utilising emotional intelligence are key instruments in
training the brain to win the inner mental game of crown green bowling.
Practicing awareness is one of, if not the most, important aspects of the mind
game. Whether watching your bowl from the outset to the of its journey or having
the ability to judge the distance between a bowl and the jack from the mat,
aspects such as these are important to your game. Accumulating the required
data will enable your brain to make the necessary calculations and adjustments.



Your mind is your own personal computer; all you need to do is programme it
correctly.
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