
The Intriguing History Of Selborne and Gilbert
White: A Journey Through Time
Selborne, a picturesque village nestled in the South Downs National Park, has a
rich history that stretches back centuries. One of its most notable inhabitants was
Gilbert White, a renowned naturalist and ornithologist who called this quaint
village home. Join us on a journey through time as we explore the fascinating
history of Selborne and delve into the life and discoveries of Gilbert White.

Early History of Selborne

With evidence of human settlement dating back to the Iron Age, Selborne boasts
a long and storied past. Its name is believed to have derived from the Old English
words "sele" (meaning house or hall) and "burna" (meaning stream), describing
the village's proximity to a nearby stream. Throughout the centuries, Selborne
has witnessed various historical events, including the Norman Conquest and the
English Civil War.

Gilbert White: A Naturalist Extraordinaire

Gilbert White, born in 1720, was a pioneer in the field of natural history. His
lifelong passion for observing and documenting the natural world around him led
to the publication of his renowned book, "The Natural History and Antiquities of
Selborne." This groundbreaking work, first published in 1789, detailed White's
observations of plants, animals, and weather patterns in the village and its
surrounding areas.
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The Charm of Selborne

White's writings showcased the exceptional beauty and unique biodiversity found
in and around Selborne, attracting attention from naturalists and nature
enthusiasts worldwide. His vivid descriptions of the landscape, flora, and fauna
painted a captivating picture of this rural haven. Visitors flocked to Selborne to
catch a glimpse of the places White wrote about, immersing themselves in the
charm and tranquility of this idyllic village.

Exploring Selborne Today

Present-day Selborne continues to enchant visitors with its timeless beauty and
historical significance. The village is home to the Gilbert White & The Oates
Collections museum, which pays tribute to the life and works of Gilbert White, as
well as Captain Lawrence Oates, a distinguished Antarctic explorer. The museum
offers an immersive experience, allowing visitors to step back in time and learn
about the natural history and cultural heritage of the area.

The Legacy of Gilbert White
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Gilbert White's contribution to the field of natural history cannot be overstated. His
meticulous observations and scientific approach set a precedent for future
generations of naturalists. White's work inspired numerous scholars and even
influenced Charles Darwin's groundbreaking theory of evolution. His legacy lives
on, and his book remains a cornerstone of natural history literature, continuing to
inspire and educate nature enthusiasts worldwide.

The Selborne Society and Conservation Efforts

Founded in 1895, the Selborne Society is one of the oldest nature conservation
organizations in the United Kingdom. It was established with the aim of promoting
the conservation of wildlife and habitats in the Selborne area and beyond. The
society continues to play a vital role in preserving the natural beauty of Selborne
and raising awareness about the importance of environmental conservation.

The history of Selborne is a captivating tale of human settlement and natural
wonders. Gilbert White's contributions to the field of natural history have left an
indelible mark on Selborne and the world. Exploring this village today provides a
unique opportunity to step into the past and appreciate the rich heritage and
breathtaking beauty of this remarkable place.

History of Selborne by Gilbert White (Kindle Edition)
4.5 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 1032 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 304 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/xamrD/History-of-Selborne-Gilbert-White.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/xamrD/History-of-Selborne-Gilbert-White.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/xamrD/History-of-Selborne-Gilbert-White.pdf


This book is a compilation of the author's letters to other naturalists – Thomas
Pennant and Daines Barrington. Some of the letters were never posted, and were
written for the book. White's Natural History was at once well received by
contemporary critics and the public, and continued to be admired by a diverse
range of nineteenth and twentieth century literary figures. His work has been
seen as an early contribution to ecology and in particular to phenology. The book
has been enjoyed for its charm and apparent simplicity, and the way that it
creates a vision of pre-industrial England.
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