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Rugby has long been a beloved sport in South Africa, with a rich history dating

back over a century. From its humble beginnings to becoming a force to be

reckoned with on the international stage, the game has seen many great players,

coaches, and administrators who have left an indelible mark on the sport. In this

article, we will explore the lives and achievements of five exceptional individuals

who shaped South African rugby into what it is today.

1. Danie Craven: A Visionary Leader

Danie Craven is widely regarded as one of the most influential figures in South

African rugby. As a player, he represented the Springboks from 1931 to 1938 and

captained the team on multiple occasions. However, it was his impact off the field

that truly defined his legacy. Craven served as the coach of the Springboks from

1949 to 1956 and, later, as the President of the South African Rugby Football

Union (SARFU).
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He was instrumental in leading South Africa to victory in the 1951-52 and 1956

British Lions tours and played a pivotal role in introducing the four-team racial

integration system, which allowed non-white players to compete at a high level.
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Craven's vision and unwavering commitment to inclusivity laid the groundwork for

a more diverse and inclusive future for South African rugby.

2. Nelson Mandela: Rugby as a Unifying Force

Nelson Mandela, the iconic leader of South Africa, played a significant role in

using rugby as a unifying force for the nation. In 1995, as President of post-

apartheid South Africa, Mandela attended the Rugby World Cup final held in

Johannesburg. This historic moment symbolized the country's unity as Mandela,

wearing a Springbok jersey, presented the trophy to the victorious South African

team.

Mandela understood the power of sport in bringing people together and bridging

racial divides. He recognized the potential of rugby to break down barriers and

foster a sense of national identity. Mandela's support for the Springboks during

the Rugby World Cup played a crucial role in promoting unity and healing in a

deeply divided society.

3. Jake White: Taking the Springboks to the Top

Jake White is widely regarded as one of the greatest coaches in the history of

South African rugby. Appointed as the head coach of the Springboks in 2004,

White led the team to victory in the 2007 Rugby World Cup held in France. His

meticulous coaching methods, strategic gameplay, and expert man-management

skills played a crucial role in the Springboks' success.

Under White's guidance, the Springboks became known for their physicality,

disciplined defense, and dominant set-pieces. He instilled a winning culture within

the team and created a legacy of success that continues to inspire future

generations of South African rugby players.

4. Frik du Preez: A True Rugby Legend



Frik du Preez is widely regarded as one of the greatest rugby players in South

African history. Du Preez represented the Springboks from 1961 to 1971 and

played a pivotal role in their success during the 1960s. Standing at 6 feet 6 inches

tall, du Preez was an imposing figure on the field and possessed incredible

athletic ability.

As a lock forward, du Preez showcased remarkable skills and versatility. He was

equally adept at lineouts, scrums, and ball-carrying. Du Preez's impact on South

African rugby extended beyond the field as well. His professionalism, dedication,

and humility set a high standard for future generations of players and made him a

revered figure in the rugby community.

5. Siya Kolisi: Inspiring a Nation

Siya Kolisi made history in 2019 when he became the first black captain of the

Springboks. Born and raised in a disadvantaged township, Kolisi's rise to the

pinnacle of South African rugby is a testament to his talent, determination, and

resilience. Under his captaincy, the Springboks won the 2019 Rugby World Cup,

bringing joy and inspiration to millions across the nation.

Kolisi's journey serves as a symbol of hope and progress, showcasing the

transformative power of sport. He has become a role model for aspiring young

rugby players, particularly those from underprivileged backgrounds, and

continues to inspire the next generation of South African rugby stars.

The Legacy of Legends

The men mentioned in this article are just a few examples of those who have

shaped the landscape of South African rugby. Their contributions, both on and off

the field, have left an indelible mark on the sport and continue to inspire

generations to come. As South African rugby moves forward, it is crucial to



recognize and honor the pioneers who paved the way for a brighter and more

inclusive future.
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For more than a century, the Springbok captain has represented the pinnacle of

rugby achievement in South Africa. In this revealing narrative, Edward Griffiths

and Stephen Nell tell the stories of the elite group of men who have been able to

call themselves ‘Springbok captain’, exploring their backgrounds, their triumphs

and their disappointments. The Springbok Captains offers an epic historical

perspective on this remarkable country, viewed through the prism of rugby.

Compelling and emotional, the book brings the story of the Springbok captains

right up to date. Relive the heyday of legends such as Bennie Osler, Danie

Craven, Hennie Muller, Johan Claassen, Naas Botha, François Pienaar, Gary

Teichmann, Joost van der Westhuizen, Andre Vos and others. This revised and

updated third edition includes up-to-date accounts of the careers of Bob Skinstad,

John Smit, Victor Matfield and Jean de Villiers, as well as the story of the

Springboks’ 2015 Rugby World Cup campaign.
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