The Limits Of Belonging In Post
Genocide Turkey - Unveiling the
Truth Behind the Shadows

In the aftermath of the devastating genocide, Turkey has been grappling with the
complexities of societal harmony. This article delves deep into the limits of
belonging in post-genocide Turkey, shedding light on the challenges and

opportunities that lie ahead.

Understanding the Historical Context

To comprehend the present challenges, we must first acknowledge the historical
context from which they stem. Turkey experienced a dark period in its history,
plagued by a tragic genocide that left scars deeply embedded in its social fabric.
The aftermath of genocide has posed difficulties in rebuilding trust, restoring
harmonious relationships, and defining what it truly means to belong in a nation

grappling with its past.

The Journey Towards Healing

The journey towards healing and reconciliation in post-genocide Turkey requires a
collective effort. It necessitates open and honest dialogue, acknowledging past
atrocities, and fostering an environment of empathy and understanding. To
overcome the limits of belonging, Turkey must confront its history head-on and

work towards fostering an inclusive society.
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The Role of Education

Education plays a pivotal role in shaping the narrative of belonging in any society.
In post-genocide Turkey, it is imperative to revise educational curricula to ensure
they reflect a balanced and unbiased perspective. Teaching the younger
generations about the atrocities that occurred, the importance of human rights,
and the significance of accepting diversity can pave the way towards a more

inclusive Turkey.

Challenges Faced by Minority Groups

One of the crucial aspects of belonging is how minority groups are treated within
a society. In post-genocide Turkey, minorities such as the Armenian, Assyrian,
and Greek communities face unique challenges in terms of preserving their
cultural identities and finding acceptance. It is vital to address these challenges
and ensure that all individuals, regardless of their ethnicity or religious

background, feel a sense of belonging in Turkey.

The Pursuit of Justice

Attaining justice is instrumental in the healing process of a nation that has

experienced genocide. Turkey must strive to acknowledge the past and hold
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individuals accountable for their actions, promoting a culture of justice and
accountability. Through a fair and transparent legal system, the country can
provide solace to survivors, inspire trust among communities, and redefine the

boundaries of belonging.

Building Bridges: Cooperation and Reconciliation

Reconciliation can only occur through open dialogue, cooperation, and a
willingness to bridge the gaps that exist between different groups. Turkey needs
to foster an environment that encourages intergroup communication and
cooperation, breaking down the barriers that hinder a collective sense of

belonging.

The limits of belonging in post-genocide Turkey are complex and multifaceted.
They require a profound understanding of history, a commitment to justice, and a
collective effort to create an inclusive society. By embracing these challenges
head-on, Turkey has the potential to overcome its traumatic past and pave the

way for a future where everyone feels a true sense of belonging.
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Recovering Armenia offers the first in-depth study of the aftermath of the 1915
Armenian Genocide and the Armenians who remained in Turkey. Following World
War |, as the victorious Allied powers occupied Ottoman territories, Armenian
survivors returned to their hometowns optimistic that they might establish an
independent Armenia. But Turkish resistance prevailed, and by 1923 the Allies
withdrew, the Turkish Republic was established, and Armenians were left again to
reconstruct their communities within a country that still considered them traitors.
Lerna Ekmekcioglu investigates how Armenians recovered their identity within

these drastically changing political conditions.

Reading Armenian texts and images produced in Istanbul from the close of WWI
through the early 1930s, Ekmekcioglu gives voice to the community's most
prominent public figures, notably Hayganush Mark, a renowned activist, feminist,
and editor of the influential journal Hay Gin. These public figures articulated an
Armenianess sustained through gendered differences, and women came to play a
central role preserving traditions, memory, and the mother tongue within the
home. But even as women were being celebrated for their traditional roles, a
strong feminist movement found opportunity for leadership within the community.
Ultimately, the book explores this paradox: how someone could be an Armenian
and a feminist in post-genocide Turkey when, through its various laws and
regulations, the key path for Armenians to maintain their identity was through

traditionally gendered roles.
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