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Bray Bowling Club, established in 1965, holds a significant place in the sporting

landscape of Bray, a picturesque town located on the east coast of Ireland. Over

the past five decades, the club has become an integral part of the community,

fostering camaraderie, promoting competitive spirit, and providing a platform for

players of all ages and abilities to indulge in the sport of lawn bowls.

The club, situated amidst stunning surroundings, boasts perfectly manicured

greens that have witnessed countless moments of triumph, defeat, and personal

growth. Let us delve into the captivating journey of Bray Bowling Club, exploring

its milestones, stories, and the people who have shaped its history over the years.
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The Founding Years: 1965-1974

Bray Bowling Club came into existence on a sunny afternoon of July 24th, 1965,

when a group of enthusiastic individuals gathered at the town's community center

with a shared passion for the sport. Fueled by their love for the game, they

decided to establish a club that would provide a welcoming space for lawn bowl

enthusiasts.
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From humble beginnings, the club quickly gained popularity, attracting both

seasoned players and newcomers eager to explore the sport. New friendships

were forged, and an atmosphere of camaraderie was established, creating a

strong foundation for the years to come.

By 1974, the club's membership had grown significantly, necessitating

expansions and improvements to the facilities. With the support of the local

council and contributions from dedicated members, Bray Bowling Club evolved

into a thriving hub for bowlers of all levels.

Golden Years and Memorable Moments: 1975-1994

The years between 1975 and 1994 marked a golden era for Bray Bowling Club.

The club's reputation soared, both locally and nationally, as its members achieved

remarkable success in various competitions, both individual and team-based.

During this period, a notable highlight for the club was the victory in the All-Ireland

Bowls Competition in 1982. This triumphant moment not only brought glory to the

individuals and the club but also garnered widespread recognition for their

exceptional skills and teamwork.

Moreover, the club's social calendar thrived with regular events, parties, and

friendly matches against other clubs. These occasions served as valuable

opportunities to strengthen the bonds within the club and foster a welcoming

atmosphere that transcended the sport itself.

Challenges and Triumphs: 1995-2014

The turn of the century presented the club with new challenges and opportunities.

Bray Bowling Club embraced the digital age, creating its first-ever website in



2001, which enabled members to connect more easily and share information

about upcoming events, results, and achievements.

Additionally, the club initiated various outreach programs aimed at introducing

lawn bowls to the younger generation. Junior coaching sessions, school visits,

and open days proved successful in not only attracting new members but also

nurturing a love for the sport among the youth.

With each passing year, Bray Bowling Club continued to strive for excellence. The

dedication and commitment of its members, combined with the guidance of

experienced coaches, resulted in numerous victories at regional and national

competitions.

Embracing the Future: 2015-2020

In recent years, Bray Bowling Club has made significant strides in embracing

modern technology and expanding its reach beyond the local community. The

club's social media presence has grown, attracting followers from all over the

world and showcasing the vibrant spirit of the club.

Furthermore, the club has actively participated in eco-friendly initiatives,

promoting sustainable practices within the sport of lawn bowls. From recycling

initiatives to conservation efforts, Bray Bowling Club has made a conscious effort

to contribute towards a greener future.

Today, as Bray Bowling Club celebrates its remarkable journey spanning over 55

years, it stands as a testament to the dedication, passion, and perseverance of its

members. The club continues to play an essential role in the community,

providing a welcoming and inclusive space for individuals to enjoy the sport they

love.



The Legacy Lives On

Bray Bowling Club's rich history is a reminder of the power of sports in bringing

people together, fostering lifelong friendships, and creating lasting memories. As

the club moves ahead into the future, it carries with it the legacy of all those who

have contributed to its success.

Whether you are a seasoned bowler, a curious spectator, or someone new to the

world of lawn bowls, Bray Bowling Club welcomes you to be a part of its vibrant

community and explore the traditions, stories, and camaraderie that make it truly

special.
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Bray Bowling Club, A History

The pretty seaside town of Bray, County Wicklow, Ireland has many sporting

tribes but none more dedicated than that of its lawn (or flat green) bowling club.

Beginning as an offshoot of a local social club, it was based in a public games

park, one of whose attractions was a rudimentary bowling green. Gradually the
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bowling club became a popular sporting outlet for the men and women of the

town and grew to challenge for the country's highest honours.

Over the years the club was witness to more than its fair share of colourful

characters, one of whom showed a knack for irritating his singles opponents

enough to put them off their game had they been foolish enough to take the lead!

Then there were the bowling trips to Northern Ireland during The Troubles which

showed the southerners just how different life was on the other side of the border.

As with any other large sports club, Bray has produced its share of stars: Phyllis

Brett won half a century of caps for her country; Wally Doyle, after winning the

Winter Champion-of-Champions three times in a row, barred himself from

entering it again to give others a chance; and Blair Somers showed all that a

talented player who starts young can achieve in the game.

The biggest change at the club this century was the move from a grass surface to

an artificial one in 2014. Members could now bowl all year round, not just in

Summer.

To add context, the story is sprinkled with snippets of local and national history -

the name of a certain female Bray boxer comes up more than once! There is also

much to be said about the wider bowling community of the country.

All profits from this book go to Bray Bowling Club.
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