
The Rise of Popular Sovereignty in England
and America: A Fascinating Journey through
History
In recent times, the concept of popular sovereignty has become a fundamental
principle in democratic societies. It embodies the idea that ultimate political power
resides with the people, who exercise their power through elected
representatives. But have you ever wondered how this notion came to be? Join
us on an exhilarating adventure through history as we explore the rise of popular
sovereignty in England and America.

The Roots of Popular Sovereignty

The seeds of popular sovereignty were sown in the fertile grounds of England
during the Middle Ages. In those times, the power structure revolved around the
absolute authority of the monarchy. However, as feudalism gradually transformed
into a more centralized system, society experienced significant shifts.

The signing of the Magna Carta in 1215 was a pivotal moment. This historic
document limited the powers of the King and laid the groundwork for the idea that
no one, including monarchs, is above the law. Although it did not directly establish
popular sovereignty, it planted the seeds for the future development of this
principle.
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Fast forward to the 17th century, and we witness a revolution that shook the
foundations of governance in England. The English Civil War (1642-1651) pitted
Parliamentarians against Royalists, culminating in the execution of King Charles
I. The aftermath of this conflict led to the establishment of the Commonwealth of
England, where sovereignty rested with Parliament.

Enlightenment Ideas Shape the American Revolution

Across the Atlantic Ocean, a new chapter was unfolding - the birth of the United
States of America. Inspired by the Enlightenment era and the philosophical
writings of thinkers like John Locke, the American Revolution (1765-1783) sought
to secure independence from British rule and establish a nation based on the
principles of popular sovereignty.

The Declaration of Independence of 1776 became an iconic symbol of this
struggle for freedom. Penned by Thomas Jefferson, it declared that all men are
created equal and possess inalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. These revolutionary ideas became the guiding principles for the
new nation and laid the foundation for popular sovereignty in America.
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Across the pond, England was also undergoing significant changes. The Glorious
Revolution of 1688, which dethroned King James II, played a crucial role in
advancing the concept of popular sovereignty in the country. The English Bill of
Rights of 1689 provided legal protection for individual liberties and placed
constraints on the powers of the monarchy.

Over the next centuries, the push for democratic reforms gained momentum. The
Reform Act of 1832 extended voting rights to a broader segment of the male
population, marking a significant step towards inclusivity. Subsequent reforms in
1867, 1884, and 1918 further expanded suffrage, bringing more people into the
political realm.

From Revolution to Constitutional Democracy in America

The American journey towards popular sovereignty continued as well. The
ratification of the United States Constitution in 1788 created a framework for a
federal republic, defining the structures and limitations of government power. It
introduced a system of checks and balances, which aimed to prevent any single
entity from becoming too dominant.

However, popular sovereignty faced its own challenges, as the issue of slavery
loomed over the nation. The struggle for emancipation led to the American Civil
War (1861-1865), a conflict fought to determine the fate of popular sovereignty
and the unity of the United States. The Union's victory and the subsequent
passage of the Thirteenth Amendment in 1865 abolished slavery and moved the
nation closer to its ideals of equality and representation for all.

The Modern Era and the Global Impact

The 20th and 21st centuries witnessed the continued expansion and
consolidation of popular sovereignty in both England and America. Universal



suffrage became a reality as women fought for and gained the right to vote. Civil
rights movements, social justice initiatives, and the struggle for equality have all
contributed to the ongoing transformation of these democratic societies.

Moreover, the rise of popular sovereignty did not occur in isolation. The evolution
of democratic principles in England and America has had a profound impact on
other nations. Countries around the world have been inspired by these examples
and have sought to incorporate similar principles into their own governance
structures.

In

The rise of popular sovereignty in England and America is a testament to the
power of ideas and the resilience of human determination. From the seeds
planted in medieval England to the revolutions and reforms in both nations, this
journey demonstrates the ever-evolving nature of democracy. As we continue to
shape our present and future, let us remember the struggles and triumphs that
have brought us to this point, cherishing and protecting the principles of popular
sovereignty for generations to come.

Inventing the People: The Rise of Popular
Sovereignty in England and America
by Edmund S. Morgan (Revised ed. Edition, Kindle Edition)

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 781 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 319 pages

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/XVBNA/Inventing-the-People-The-Rise-of-Popular-Sovereignty-in-England-and-America.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/XVBNA/Inventing-the-People-The-Rise-of-Popular-Sovereignty-in-England-and-America.pdf


"The best explanation that I have seen for our distinctive combination of faith,
hope and naiveté concerning the governmental process." —Michael Kamman,
Washington Post

This book makes the provocative case here that America has remained politically
stable because the Founding Fathers invented the idea of the American people
and used it to impose a government on the new nation. His landmark analysis
shows how the notion of popular sovereignty—the unexpected offspring of an
older, equally fictional notion, the "divine right of kings"—has worked in our
history and remains a political force today.
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