The Shocking Truth About the Fate
of Enemy Fleets After the Two World
Wars - Unveiling the Unbelievable
Destiny of Naval Forces

The two World Wars were marked by intense battles fought not only on land but
also at sea. Navies played a crucial role in determining the outcome of these
conflicts, with enemy fleets engaging in fierce confrontations. However, have you
ever wondered what happened to these enemy fleets after the wars ended? In
this article, we will unravel the astonishing fate of these naval forces, bringing to

light some incredible stories that have remained hidden for decades.

The Aftermath of World War |

The of World War | marked a turning point for many enemy fleets. One prominent
example was the German High Seas Fleet, one of the most formidable naval
forces of its time. With the signing of the Armistice in 1918, these warships faced

an uncertain destiny.

As a part of the peace agreement, the German High Seas Fleet was interned at
Scapa Flow, a natural harbor in the Orkney Islands of Scotland. However, a
dramatic twist awaited the fate of these ships. On June 21, 1919, Admiral Ludwig
von Reuter, who refused to surrender his fleet, ordered the scuttling of 52 German
warships. In a matter of hours, the pride of the German navy sank below the

waves, leaving behind a lasting legacy of defiance.
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Another intriguing case was the Austro-Hungarian Navy, which had fought
alongside the German Navy during World War |. Following the collapse of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, its naval fleet was divided amongst the victorious
countries. Yugoslavia received the majority of the warships, while Italy, Romania,

and France also gained a share of the spoils.

The Fate of Enemy Fleets After World War I

World War Il witnessed yet another chapter in the destiny of enemy fleets. The
German Navy, known as the Kriegsmarine, faced a different fate compared to
World War |. The majority of its battleships survived the war, only to be divided
among the victorious Allied powers as spoils of war. The United States, the Soviet
Union, Britain, and France each claimed their share of German warships, utilizing

them for diverse purposes ranging from target practice to research vessels.

One of the most notable outcomes of World War |l was the transformation of the
Imperial Japanese Navy. This formidable naval force had been extensively
engaged in battles across the Pacific. With Japan's surrender in 1945, the Allied
powers determined the fate of its fleet. The victorious countries, led by the United

States, opted to scuttle a significant portion of the Japanese warships, including
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the mighty battleship Yamato, which met its end during the Battle of Okinawa in
April 1945.

Rediscovery and Preservation

Over the years, many of these sunken warships have been rediscovered by
historians, researchers, and divers. Efforts have been made to preserve and
restore some of these wrecks as a testament to the turbulent wartime past. The
underwater exploration of these former enemy fleets has also provided valuable
insights into naval warfare strategies and tactics, contributing to our

understanding of maritime history.

Among the most famous recoveries is the German battleship Bismarck, which
was sunk during a confrontation with the British Royal Navy in May 1941. In 1989,
renowned oceanographer Robert Ballard located the wreck of the Bismarck at a
depth of over 15,000 feet in the Atlantic Ocean. The discovery shed new light on
the ship's final moments and added to our knowledge of World War Il naval

engagements.

The fate of enemy fleets after the two World Wars was diverse, ranging from
intentional scuttling to division among the victors. These naval forces, once
symbols of power and might, ultimately met different destinies. Rediscovery and
preservation efforts have allowed us to delve into the historical significance of
these vessels, unearthing untold stories and expanding our knowledge of the

impact of naval power in shaping the course of history.
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An extensive history of enemy fleets following both World Wars, featuring never-

before-seen archival and archaeological materials.

Spoils of War traces the histories of navies and ships of the defeated powers from
the months leading up to the relevant armistices or surrenders to the final
execution of the appropriate post-war settlements. In doing so, it discusses the
way in which the victorious powers reached their final demands, how these were
implemented, and to what effect. The later histories of ships that saw subsequent
service, either in their original navies or in those navies which acquired them, are
also described. Much use is made of archival materials, and in some cases
archaeological, sources, some of which have never previously been used.
Ultimately, a wide range of long-standing myths are busted, and some badly

distorted modern views are set right.

The fascinating narrative is accompanied by lists of all major navy-built (and
certain significant ex-mercantile) enemy ships in commission at the relevant date
of the armistice or surrender, or whose hulks were specifically listed for attention
in post-Second World War allied agreements. These include key dates in their

careers and their ultimate fates.
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This original book, featuring numerous photographs, is sure to become an
essential reference tool for all those interested in the naval history of the two
World Wars.

Praise for Spoils of War

“Most highly recommended.” —Firetrench

“For those who need to finally know the ultimate fate of the often gallant ships that
strove against the Allies in both world wars, this is the book.” —Julian Stockwin,

author of the Thomas Kydd series
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