
The Strange and Fascinating World of
Grasshopper Jungle: An In-Depth Look at
Andrew Smith's Mind-Bending Novel
Andrew Smith's Grasshopper Jungle is a masterpiece that defies categorization.
It's a coming-of-age story, a science fiction epic, a historical narrative, and a
philosophical exploration all rolled into one. In this article, we will delve deep into
the wild and wonderful world of Grasshopper Jungle, examining its themes,
characters, and the impact it has had on readers.

The Synopsis

In the small town of Ealing, Iowa, teenage protagonist Austin Szerba documents
the apocalyptic events that take place when a deadly genetically-engineered
grasshopper escapes from a laboratory and starts to multiply rapidly. As the town
spirals into chaos, Austin and his best friend Robby accidentally unleash an even
more dangerous threat, resulting in an intermingling of humanity, giant
grasshoppers, and undoubtedly strange twists.

The Themes Explored

Grasshopper Jungle tackles a multitude of themes that resonate deeply with
readers. One of the most prominent is the exploration of sexuality and identity.
Andrew Smith fearlessly delves into the complexities and fluidity of human
sexuality, challenging the traditional notions of gender and sexual orientation.
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The novel also reflects on the nature of history and the cycle of humanity. As the
town of Ealing faces an impending apocalypse, Austin grapples with the weight of
his own existence and questions the significance of individual lives in the grand
scheme of history.

Furthermore, Grasshopper Jungle explores the concept of fate and free will.
Austin and his friends find themselves in a chain of events that seem predestined,
fighting against the forces of both nature and man. Smith ingeniously weaves
together the threads of causality and chance, leaving readers pondering the fine
balance between determinism and choice.

The Unforgettable Characters

Austin Szerba serves as both the narrator and the protagonist of the story. His
candid and humorous narrative voice draws readers into his chaotic world and
offers a fresh perspective on the surreal events unfolding around him.

Robby Brees, Austin's best friend and love interest, is a complex character who
defies societal expectations. Robby's struggle with his identity, both as a gay
person and as a hero, adds depth to the story and delves into the complexities of
self-discovery.
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Finally, the character of Dr. Grady Sear-Wilson, the eccentric scientist responsible
for the creation of the grasshoppers, brings an air of mystery and intrigue to the
narrative. His motives and actions challenge the boundaries of science and
morality, leaving readers questioning the true nature of progress.

The Impact on Readers

Grasshopper Jungle has had a profound impact on its readers since its
publication. Many readers have praised Smith's ability to seamlessly blend genre
elements and create a truly unique reading experience.

The novel's depiction of sexuality, specifically bisexuality and non-binary
identities, has resonated strongly with readers who often struggle to find
representation in literature. Grasshopper Jungle serves as a powerful affirmation
that there is no single mold for sexual identity.

Fans of the novel have also lauded its exploration of existential themes. Through
Austin's introspective journey, readers are compelled to reflect on their own place
in the world and the significance of their actions.

Grasshopper Jungle is a literary work unlike any other. Andrew Smith's
imagination knows no boundaries, and his ability to challenge societal norms
through his storytelling is commendable. As readers navigate the intertwining
paths of teenage angst, giant grasshoppers, and philosophical ponderings, they
are left with a renewed appreciation for the complexity of the human experience.

So dive into the captivating world of Grasshopper Jungle and let Andrew Smith
take you on a mind-bending journey you won't soon forget.
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A 2015 Michael L. Printz Honor Book
Winner of the 2014 Boston Globe-Horn Book Award for Fiction

"Raunchy, bizarre, smart and compelling." --Rolling Stone

“Grasshopper Jungle is simultaneously creepy and hilarious. Reminds me of Kurt
Vonnegut’s in “Slaughterhouse Five,” in the best sense.” --New York Times Book
Review
 

In the small town of Ealing, Iowa, Austin and his best friend, Robby, have
accidentally unleashed an unstoppable army. An army of horny, hungry, six-foot-
tall praying mantises that only want to do two things.

This is the truth. This is history.
It’s the end of the world. And nobody knows anything about it.
You know what I mean.
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Funny, intense, complex, and brave, Grasshopper Jungle brilliantly weaves
together everything from testicle-dissolving genetically modified corn to the
struggles of recession-era, small-town America in this groundbreaking coming-of-
age stunner.
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