The Surprising Life of the First Aide
De Camp to Napoleon - Revealed!

The First Aide De Camp to Napoleon was a crucial position in the French Army
during the early 19th century. This esteemed role was held by some of the most
loyal and distinguished military officers, who served as Napoleon Bonaparte's

right-hand men and played a pivotal role in his success on the battlefield.

Who Were They?

Napoleon's First Aide De Camps were selected from the highest ranks of the
French military. These individuals were not only exceptionally skilled officers but
also possessed unwavering loyalty to Napoleon's cause. They formed a close-knit

group of trusted advisors who accompanied him in both war and peace.

One of the most renowned Aides De Camp was Louis-Alexandre Berthier. Born in
Versailles in 1753, Berthier rose through the ranks by demonstrating supreme
organizational skills and tactical brilliance. His appointment as the First Aide De

Camp to Napoleon cemented his place in history.
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Duties and Responsibilities

The role of the First Aide De Camp was multifaceted and demanding. They were
responsible for coordinating the movements of the entire army, ensuring efficient
communication between units, and relaying Napoleon's orders promptly. These
officers served as a vital link between Napoleon and his field commanders,

allowing the Emperor to exercise firm control over his forces on various fronts.

Additionally, the First Aide De Camp provided valuable counsel to Napoleon
during strategizing sessions and helped shape battle plans. They were entrusted
with understanding the specific strengths and weaknesses of opposing armies,

enabling Napoleon to exploit any opportunities that arose.

Battles Won and Lost

The First Aide De Camp, being at the forefront of decision-making, played a
crucial role in the outcome of battles. From the stunning victory at Austerlitz to the
devastating defeat at Waterloo, they were present in some of the most significant

conflicts in European history.

One of the most notable battles where the First Aide De Camp made a
substantial impact was the Battle of Marengo in 1800. Berthier, along with other
trusted officers, successfully executed Napoleon's audacious plan, leading to a

remarkable victory over the Austrian forces.

On the other hand, the Battle of Moscow in 1812 proved to be a turning point

where the First Aide De Camp's advice was disregarded. This led to a series of
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disastrous decisions that ultimately resulted in the French army's retreat and a

staggering loss of life.

Life by Napoleon's Side

The First Aide De Camp enjoyed a unique position in Napoleon's inner circle and
witnessed both the glory and downfall of the Emperor. They had a front-row seat
to history, accompanying Napoleon on his various campaigns across Europe,

from the sands of Egypt to the frozen landscape of Russia.

While life in the military was challenging and perilous, the Aides De Camp formed
lifelong friendships with Napoleon. Their unwavering loyalty endeared them to the
Emperor, and they were trusted with the most critical tasks that required both skill

and discretion.

Legacy and Controversies

The First Aide De Camp left an indelible mark on history through their unwavering
dedication to Napoleon's cause. However, their role also generated some
controversies, with critics arguing that they held too much influence over

Napoleon's decisions, especially in his later years.

Their loyalty to Napoleon was tested during his exile to Elba and again during the
Hundred Days. Some Aides De Camp chose to stay loyal to their Emperor and
rejoined him during his brief return to power, while others decided to serve the

restored Bourbon monarchy.

The First Aide De Camp to Napoleon played an essential role in shaping the
career of one of history's most remarkable military leaders. Their tireless efforts,
unwavering loyalty, and astute decision-making abilities ensured that Napoleon's

vision was executed effectively on the battlefield.



While their influence was not without controversy, their commitment to their
Emperor and to France left an enduring legacy in the annals of military history.
The First Aide De Camps were the trusted few who stood by Napoleon's side,

ensuring his reign remained one of the greatest in history.
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The much wounded Count Rapp recounts his services under the Emperor
Napoleon across Europe and into the depths of Russia. His frequent battlefield
exploits, including a decisive charge with the Imperial Guard cavalry at Austerlitz,
are balanced by polished descriptions of the court of the First Empire. Rapp's rise
is charted from obscurity in the armies of the Republic to catching the attention of
General Desaix whilst fighting on the Rhine, and thereafter General Bonaparte in
Egypt and ltaly, to the pinnacle of rank as the Emperor's first aide-de-camp,
Général de Division, and Count of the Empire.

Author — Général de Division, Comte Jean Rapp (1771 — 1821)
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