
The Ultimate Guide to Fishing and Floating in
Peoria County, Illinois, with Locals' Secrets
and Must-Know Tips!

Welcome to Peoria County, Illinois, a hidden gem for fishing and floating
enthusiasts! With its beautiful lakes, rivers, and abundant wildlife, Peoria County
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offers endless opportunities for outdoor adventures. Whether you are a beginner
angler or an experienced outdoor enthusiast, this comprehensive guide will
provide you with all the information you need to make the most of your fishing
and floating experience in Peoria County.

1. Understanding Peoria County, Illinois

Located in the heart of Illinois, Peoria County is blessed with incredible natural
beauty. Its serene lakes, enchanting rivers, and peaceful streams make it an ideal
destination for fishing and floating activities. The county is home to several
stunning water bodies, including the Illinois River, Lake Peoria, and countless
smaller lakes and ponds. Its diverse ecosystem supports a wide variety of fish
species, ensuring a memorable fishing experience for anglers of all interests.
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Fishing in Peoria County is a year-round activity, with each season offering
unique opportunities. Here are some essential details you need to know when
planning your fishing trip:

a. Best Fishing Spots

Peoria County boasts numerous fishing hotspots that are teeming with fish. Lake
Peoria is a popular destination for both recreational fishing and serious anglers.
The lake is home to various species, including largemouth bass, crappie, bluegill,
and catfish.

The Illinois River is another excellent fishing location, known for its abundance of
sauger, walleye, and sturgeon. The river's backwaters provide exceptional
opportunities for catching panfish and catfish.

For a serene fishing experience, explore the smaller lakes and ponds scattered
throughout the county, such as Spring Lake, Powerton Lake, and Banner Marsh.
These tranquil spots are perfect for relaxation and catching panfish.

b. Required Permits

Before casting your line, make sure to obtain the necessary fishing permits. In
Peoria County, you will typically need both an Illinois fishing license and an Inland
Trout Stamp, depending on your fishing preferences. These permits can be
obtained online or from authorized vendors in the area.

c. Fishing Regulations

To ensure the preservation of Peoria County's rich aquatic heritage, it is essential
to familiarize yourself with the local fishing regulations. Stay up to date with the
size and possession limits for each fish species, as well as any seasonal
restrictions or specific rules for certain water bodies.



3. Floating and Boating in Peoria County

If you prefer to explore the waterways of Peoria County by boat, you're in luck!
The county offers a wide range of opportunities for boating and floating
enthusiasts. Here's what you need to know:

a. Types of Watercraft

Whether you have a canoe, kayak, paddleboard, or motorized boat, you'll find
suitable waterways in Peoria County for your chosen activity. From calm lakes
and peaceful rivers to exciting backwaters, there's a spot for everyone to enjoy.

b. Safety Measures

Before embarking on your floating adventure, prioritize safety by ensuring you
have the necessary life jackets or personal flotation devices (PFDs) for everyone
on board. Check the weather conditions, and inform a trusted person about your
trip details, especially if you'll be exploring remote areas.

4. Local Tips and Tricks

Now that you're equipped with essential information about fishing and floating in
Peoria County, consider these local tips and tricks to make your experience truly
unforgettable:

a. Fishing Bait and Techniques

Experiment with various fishing techniques and bait options to see what works
best for the fish species you're targeting. For bass, try using soft plastics or
topwater lures during the early morning or late evening. If you're after catfish, try
using stink baits or nightcrawlers near deeper waters.

b. Connecting with Local Anglers



Engage with the local fishing community to gain valuable insights and
recommendations. Visit bait shops or join online forums where fellow anglers
share their experiences, tips, and favorite fishing spots in Peoria County.

c. Exploring Beyond Fishing

Don't limit yourself to just fishing or floating - Peoria County offers a plethora of
other recreational activities. Consider exploring hiking trails, wildlife viewing, or
even camping to make the most of your time in this beautiful county.

Peoria County, Illinois, is a haven for fishing and floating enthusiasts. With its
pristine lakes, picturesque rivers, and abundant fish species, it offers endless
opportunities for an extraordinary outdoor experience. Armed with the information
and tips provided in this guide, you're now ready to embark on your own
adventure in Peoria County. So pack your gear, bait your hooks, and get ready for
an unforgettable fishing and floating journey!
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Peoria County Illinois Fishing & Floating Guide Book

Over 535 full 8 ½ x 11 sized pages of information with maps and aerial
photographs available. Fishing information is included for ALL of the county’s
public ponds and lakes, listing types of fish for each pond or lake, average sizes,
and exact locations with GPS coordinates and directions. Also included is fishing
information for most of the streams and rivers including access points and public
areas with road contact and crossing points and also includes fish types and
average sizes.

NEW NEW Now with a complete set of 18 full sized U.S.G.S. Topographical
Maps for the entire county that normally cost from $12.00 to $14.00 each but are
included on the disk for FREE. These maps are complete full sized 7.5 minute
series quadrangle maps in 1:24,000 scale maps.

Contains complete information on
Banner Marsh Lakes*
Brimfield Lake
Cedar Creek (F)
Charter Oak Lake
Copperas Creeks (F)
French Creek
Glen Oak Park Lagoon
Illinois River (F)
Jubilee Creek (F)
Jubilee College State Park Ponds*
Kickapoo Creek (F)
Reed City Lake



and the Spoon Rivers (F)
(F) means floatable stream or river
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