
The Ultimate Guide to the Fascinating Past
and Exciting Future of Britain's Lost Mammals
Did you know that Britain was once home to an array of incredible mammal
species that are now considered extinct or lost? These animals, ranging from
mammoths to wolves, played a significant role in shaping Britain's ecosystems
and landscapes. In this article, we will delve deep into the history of Britain's lost
mammals, exploring their significance, the reasons behind their disappearance,
and the potential for their return in the future.

The Extinct Mammals of Britain

1. Woolly Mammoth: This iconic creature, with its long, curved tusks and shaggy
fur, once roamed the plains of Britain during the last Ice Age. The extinction of
mammoths is believed to be primarily a result of climate change and overhunting
by early humans.

2. Cave Lion: Imagine encountering a majestic lion with a thick, dark mane and
powerful physique in the caves of Britain. The cave lion, which became extinct
around 10,000 years ago, occupied Europe, and Britain was part of its range. The
exact reasons for its extinction remain uncertain.

The Missing Lynx: The Past and Future of Britain's
Lost Mammals by Ross Barnett (Kindle Edition)

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 8855 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 334 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/Xggop/The-Missing-Lynx-The-Past-and-Future-of-Britains-Lost-Mammals.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/Xggop/The-Missing-Lynx-The-Past-and-Future-of-Britains-Lost-Mammals.pdf


3. Giant Deer (Irish Elk): Despite its name, this massive deer species was not
confined to Ireland but was also found in Britain. The Irish elk sported enormous
antlers that measured up to 12 feet across. Habitat loss and climate change led
to their extinction around 7,700 years ago.

The Lost Mammals of Britain

1. Grey Wolf: The grey wolf was once a common sight across Britain but was
gradually exterminated by humans who considered them a threat to livestock.
The last wild wolf in Britain was killed in Scotland in the 18th century. However,
there have been recent calls and initiatives for their re to help restore the
ecological balance.

2. Eurasian Lynx: Known for its stunning appearance and elusive nature, the
Eurasian lynx was exterminated from Britain during the medieval times. Today,
various organizations are advocating for their re to control deer populations and
promote a healthier ecosystem.

3. Beavers: Beavers were key ecosystem engineers in Britain. They played a
crucial role in maintaining wetlands and creating diverse habitats for other
species. After being hunted to extinction by humans, beavers have been
successfully reintroduced to some parts of the country, providing hope for other
lost mammals.

The Possibility of Re

With increasing awareness of the importance of biodiversity and ecosystem
restoration, the idea of reintroducing lost mammals to Britain has gained
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momentum. However, the process is complex and requires extensive planning,
support from local communities, and careful consideration of potential impacts on
existing ecosystems.

Reintroducing species like the grey wolf and Eurasian lynx can have several
benefits. These predators play a crucial role in controlling herbivore populations,
maintaining balance in the ecosystem, and reducing overgrazing. Furthermore,
their presence can enhance ecotourism, attracting nature enthusiasts eager to
witness the return of these charismatic creatures.

Moreover, the re of beavers has already showcased positive results. These
remarkable rodents have successfully established new wetland habitats, restored
water quality, and provided homes for numerous species. Their re not only aids in
conserving biodiversity but also offers potential economic benefits through
nature-based tourism.

The Road Ahead

While the possibility of reintroducing lost mammals sparks excitement, it is
essential to approach this endeavor with caution. Comprehensive scientific
studies, public consultations, and thorough monitoring are crucial to ensure the
success of such projects.

Efforts to bring back lost mammals also highlight the importance of conserving
existing species and their habitats. Conservation initiatives, habitat restoration,
and promoting coexistence between humans and wildlife are vital steps towards a
more sustainable and diverse future.

Britain's lost mammals remind us of the intricate relationship between wildlife,
humans, and our environment. By understanding the past and exploring future



possibilities, we can work towards restoring the natural balance and ensuring a
brighter future for both the lost mammals and ourselves.
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Britain's lynx are missing, and they have been for more than a thousand years.
Why have they gone? And might they come back?

A mere 15,000 years ago, Britain was a very different place – home to lions, lynx,
bears, wolves, bison and many more megafauna. But as the climate changed and
human populations expanded, changing habitats and wiping out wildlife, most of
the British megafauna disappeared. Will we ever be able to bring these mammals
back? And if it's possible, should we?

In The Missing Lynx, palaeontologist Ross Barnett uses case studies, new fossil
discoveries, biomolecular evidence and more to paint a picture of these lost
species, and to explore the significance of their disappearance in ecological
terms. He also discusses how the Britons these animals shared their lives with
might have viewed them, and questions why some survived while others
vanished.
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Barnett also looks in detail at the realistic potential of res, rewilding and even of
resurrection, both in Britain and overseas, from the innovative
Oostvaardersplassen nature reserve to the revolutionary Pleistocene Park in
Siberia, which has already seen progress in the revival of 'mammoth steppe'.

With the world going through a 'sixth extinction' caused by widespread habitat
destruction, climate change and an ever-growing human population, this timely
book explores the spaces that extinction has left unfilled, in Britain and
elsewhere. By understanding why some of our most charismatic animals are
gone, we can look to a brighter future, perhaps with some of these missing
beasts returned to the land on which they once lived and died.
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