The Ultimate Guide to the Lee Army
During The Overland Campaign

WITH A FOREWORD BY

GORDON C. RHEA

A Numerical Study

The Overland Campaign, which took place during the American Civil War from
May to June 1864, was a series of battles fought between the Union Army of the

Potomac, commanded by Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, and the
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Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, led by General Robert E. Lee. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the Lee Army's role, strategy, and key

moments during the Overland Campaign.

1. The Lee Army's Objective

The primary objective of the Lee Army during the Overland Campaign was to
defend Richmond, the Confederate capital. General Lee believed that by
aggressively engaging the Union forces and inflicting heavy casualties, he could
force them to withdraw and break their resolve. Additionally, by protecting
Richmond, Lee aimed to maintain the Confederacy's political stability and the

viability of their cause.
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2. Lee's Defensive Strategy

Knowing that his army was outnumbered by the Union forces, Lee adopted a
defensive strategy during the Overland Campaign. He relied on the strong
defensive capabilities of his infantry and tried to prevent Union forces from

advancing by assuming fortified positions. Lee also directed his troops to avoid


http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/XVYYo/Lees-Army-during-the-Overland-Campaign-A-Numerical-Study.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/XVYYo/Lees-Army-during-the-Overland-Campaign-A-Numerical-Study.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/XVYYo/Lees-Army-during-the-Overland-Campaign-A-Numerical-Study.pdf

open-field battles and instead fight from behind trenches or other natural

obstacles to minimize casualties.

3. Key Battles and Moments

3.1. Battle of the Wilderness:

The Battle of the Wilderness, fought from May 5 to May 7, 1864, marked the
beginning of the Overland Campaign. It was a brutal and bloody engagement in
dense forested terrain. Although the battle ended inconclusively, it set the tone for

the subsequent clashes, with heavy casualties on both sides.
3.2. Spotsylvania Court House:

After the Battle of the Wilderness, both armies moved southward towards
Spotsylvania Court House. Lee's army successfully blocked Grant's attempts to
outflank them, leading to a series of fierce battles and trench warfare. The most
famous episode of this battle was the "Bloody Angle," a particularly intense melee

that lasted for more than 20 hours.
3.3. Cold Harbor:

The Battle of Cold Harbor, fought from May 31 to June 12, 1864, was one of the
bloodiest battles of the Overland Campaign. Lee's army repelled repeated Union
attacks, inflicting heavy casualties and maintaining their defensive positions.
However, this victory came at a tremendous cost, as thousands of Confederate

soldiers lost their lives in the process.

4. Challenges Faced by the Lee Army

The Lee Army faced several challenges during the Overland Campaign:



4.1. Supply Shortages:

Due to the constant movement and fighting, the Lee Army frequently experienced
shortages of essential supplies such as food, ammunition, and medical
provisions. These shortages weakened their fighting capacity and morale, making

it harder for them to effectively confront the Union forces.
4.2. Fatigue and Exhaustion:

The Lee Army had to endure long marches and relentless combat, resulting in
extreme fatigue and exhaustion among the soldiers. This physical and mental
strain further hampered their ability to withstand the Union Army's relentless

advances.
4.3. Grant's Determination:

Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant was a determined and resourceful military
leader who refused to retreat or give up easily. He relentlessly pursued his
objectives, constantly probing Lee's defenses and seeking opportunities to exploit

weaknesses.

5. Legacy of the Overland Campaign

The Overland Campaign was a pivotal moment in the American Civil War and
greatly influenced its outcome. Although the Lee Army ultimately failed to achieve
its objectives, their tenacity and resilience during the campaign earned them
respect and admiration. The brutal nature of the battles highlighted the enormous

human cost of the war and deepened the determination of both sides to prevail.

The Overland Campaign also showcased the evolving strategic and tactical

approaches employed by both armies. It demonstrated the increased



sophistication of trench warfare and set the stage for future military

advancements.

The Lee Army's role during the Overland Campaign was one of fierce defense,
determination, and sacrifice. Despite facing numerous challenges, they fought
valiantly to protect their capital and further the cause of the Confederacy. The
campaign's everlasting impact on the Civil War and military technology cannot be

overstated, making it a significant chapter in American history.
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The initial confrontation between Union general Ulysses S. Grant and
Confederate general Robert E. Lee in Virginia during the Overland Campaign
included the pivotal battles of Wilderness, Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor. Yet this
crucial engagement has only recently received the same degree of scrutiny as
other Civil War battles. In Lee's Army during the Overland Campaign, Alfred C.
Young Il makes a significant contribution to that study by providing for the first
time accurate information regarding the Confederate side throughout the conflict.

While the strength and casualties in Grant's army remain uncontested, historians
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know much less about Lee's army because of poor record keeping by the
Confederates as well as an inordinate number of missing or lost battle reports.
The complexity of the Overland Campaign, which consisted of several smaller
engagements in addition to the three main clashes, led to considerable historic
uncertainty regarding Lee's army. Significant doubts persist about the army's
capability at the commencement of the drive, the amount of reinforcements
received, and the total of casualties sustained during the entire campaign and at
each of the major battles.

The prevailing narrative depicts Confederates as outstripped nearly two to one
and portrays Grant suffering losses at a rate nearly double that of Lee. Many Civil
War scholars contend that the campaign proved a clear numerical victory for Lee
but a tactical triumph for Grant. Young's decade of research, however, contests
that notion with new statistical data. Through thorough analysis of information
compiled from the National Archives and personal estates Young challenges
common assumptions about the Overland Campaign, showing clearly that Lee's
army stood far larger in strength and size and suffered much higher casualties

than previously believed.
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