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Africa is a continent teeming with diverse and awe-inspiring wildlife. Among its

inhabitants are the great apes, true monkeys, and their relatives, which intrigue

and captivate both nature enthusiasts and scientists. In this comprehensive guide,

we will take you on an enthralling journey to explore the remarkable features,

exceptional behaviors, and conservation status of these incredible creatures. Get

ready to delve into the mesmerizing world of Africa's primates!

Great Apes of Africa

Africa is home to the four great apes: the chimpanzee, bonobo, gorilla, and

orangutan. These highly intelligent creatures share many similarities with humans,

both physically and behaviorally. They exhibit complex social structures, use tools,

and communicate through a variety of vocalizations and body language. Each

species has its own unique characteristics and can be found in specific regions of

Africa. For more details on each great ape, continue reading our guide.
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1. The Chimpanzee
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Chimpanzees, scientifically known as Pan troglodytes, are found in the forests of

Central and West Africa. They are our closest living relatives, sharing

approximately 98% of our DNA. Chimpanzees are known for their exceptional

intelligence and the ability to use tools, such as sticks to extract termites from

mounds. They live in communities led by an alpha male and engage in complex

social behaviors, including grooming and hunting.

2. The Bonobo

Bonobos, scientifically known as Pan paniscus, inhabit the dense tropical

rainforests of the Democratic Republic of Congo. They closely resemble

chimpanzees but have a more slender body and longer limbs. Bonobos are

known for their peaceful and matriarchal society, where females hold high social

status. They are highly sexually active, and sexual encounters play a crucial role

in conflict resolution and bonding within the group.

3. The Gorilla

Gorillas, scientifically known as Gorilla beringei, can be found in the forests of

Central and East Africa. They are the largest primates, with males weighing up to

400 pounds. There are two species of gorillas: the eastern gorillas, which are

divided into mountain gorillas and eastern lowland gorillas, and the western

gorillas. Gorillas live in cohesive family groups led by a dominant silverback male.

These gentle giants have a herbivorous diet and are known for their intriguing

chest-beating displays.

4. The Orangutan

Orangutans, scientifically known as Pongo, are native to the rainforests of Borneo

and Sumatra. While not found in Africa, they are included in the list of great apes

due to their close relation to chimpanzees and gorillas. Orangutans are known for

their exceptional arboreal skills and spend most of their lives in trees. They have a



solitary lifestyle, with males having distinctive cheek pads and an impressive arm

span of up to eight feet. Sadly, orangutans are critically endangered due to habitat

loss caused by deforestation.

True Monkeys and Their Relatives

Aside from the great apes, Africa is also home to numerous species of true

monkeys and their relatives. These primates exhibit a wide range of adaptations

and behaviors. Let's explore some of the most notable ones below.

1. Baboons

Baboons are medium to large-sized monkeys known for their distinctive long

snouts and powerful jaws. They have a complex social structure and live in troops

led by a dominant male. Olive baboons are the most widespread and adaptable

species, found throughout sub-Saharan Africa. Baboons are omnivorous and can

survive in various habitats, including savannahs, forests, and even semi-desert

areas.

2. Vervet Monkeys

Vervet monkeys, also known as African green monkeys, are small to medium-

sized primates. They have a unique bright blue scrotum, which is unmistakably

visible. Vervets live in highly organized troops and are known for their alarm calls

to warn others of approaching predators. They are widespread in East and

Southern Africa and can be found in various habitats, including woodland,

savannahs, and coastal regions.

3. Colobus Monkeys

Colobus monkeys are distinguishable by their striking black and white fur, long

tails, and absence of thumbs. They have a fascinating dietary specialization,

feeding primarily on leaves. Colobus monkeys are arboreal and can be found in



large groups, known as troops, residing in the forests of East and Central Africa.

Their conservation status varies among species, with some being of least

concern while others, like the Zanzibar red colobus, are critically endangered.

4. Drills

Drills are another unique species of monkeys found in Africa. They have a robust

build, with males possessing a vivid red or pink face. Drills live in rainforests and

swamps in West Africa and are considered endangered due to habitat destruction

and hunting. Unlike many other primates, drills are relatively slow-reproducing

animals, making their conservation even more critical.

Exploring Africa's great apes, true monkeys, and their relatives allows us to

appreciate and understand the intricate web of life that exists on the continent.

From the intelligent and social great apes to the diverse range of monkeys, each

primate species plays a vital role in the ecosystem and deserves our attention

and protection. By raising awareness about these incredible creatures, we hope

to inspire conservation efforts and ensure a sustainable future for Africa's

magnificent primates.
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A new addition to the successful ‘Quick ID guide’ series, Primates is a succinct

survey of the features and habits of our closest relatives. Divided into the three

main primate groups – great apes, typical monkeys and prosimians (including the

bushbabies) – this easy-to-use guide provides pertinent facts, annotated

photographs and up-to-date distribution maps to help readers accurately identify

the most commonly seen and charismatic primates in the field. Each entry

features: full-colour photographs with pointers to diagnostic features; size,

lifespan, key ID features; behavioural characteristics, diet, conservation status

and similar species; distribution maps. A valuable guide for anyone with an

interest in Africa’s primates and their habits.
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