
The Unbelievable Journey: The Inside Story
Behind The Rise Of Virginia Tech Football
The Virginia Tech football program has stood the test of time, evolving from an
underdog to a college powerhouse. But what really lies behind their incredible
rise? Discover the behind-the-scenes tales that propelled the Hokies to success
in this captivating article.

The Humble Beginnings

Virginia Tech's football journey started long ago, when it was just a small
agricultural college with a dream. With limited resources and a lack of support,
the team initially struggled to find its footing. However, their undying spirit and
determination kept them pushing forward.

Against all odds, a group of passionate young athletes came together under the
guidance of visionary Coach Frank Beamer. They were determined to change the
fate of Virginia Tech football forever.
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Coach Frank Beamer: The Mastermind

Coach Frank Beamer, often referred to as the architect of the Hokies' success,
brought a new level of intensity and discipline to the team. His unconventional
methods and relentless focus on teamwork transformed the Hokies into a force to
be reckoned with.

Beamer's long-term vision went beyond just winning games. He wanted to create
a culture where players thrived both on and off the field. He instilled values of
hard work, dedication, and humility into every player, forming a brotherhood that
stood the test of time.

Beamer's unwavering commitment to excellence also extended to recruiting
talented athletes who believed in the vision he had for the program. With every
passing year, the team grew stronger, both in terms of skill and camaraderie.

The "Beamer Ball" Revolution

Under Coach Beamer's guidance, Virginia Tech developed a unique playing style
known as "Beamer Ball." This revolutionary approach combined solid defense,
aggressive special teams, and explosive offense to dominate opponents.

The Hokies were known for their incredible defense, constantly pressuring their
opponents with blitzes and creating turnovers. They also excelled on special
teams, blocking kicks and returning punts for touchdowns, often swinging the
momentum in their favor.

On the offensive side, Virginia Tech's high-tempo style kept opponents on their
toes, with a relentless rushing attack that wore down defenses. The combination
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of speed, skill, and strategy made the Hokies a nightmare for any team facing
them.

The Turning Point: The Miracle in South Bend

Virginia Tech's rise to prominence can be attributed to a series of defining
moments, but none were as significant as the "Miracle in South Bend" on October
19, 2002. Facing formidable opponents, the Notre Dame Fighting Irish, the
Hokies were determined to prove their worth on a national stage.

Trailing by three points with just seconds left on the clock, the Hokies mounted a
comeback drive that will forever be etched in college football history. Quarterback
Bryan Randall led his team down the field, displaying exceptional poise and
precision.

With time expiring, Randall connected with wide receiver Ernest Wilford for a
game-winning touchdown, sealing a victory that catapulted Virginia Tech into the
national spotlight. This awe-inspiring performance showcased the Hokies'
resilience and ignited a fire within the team that burned brighter than ever before.

The Legacy Continues

After Coach Beamer's retirement in 2015, the reins were handed over to his
former assistant, Justin Fuente. Carrying forward Beamer's ethos, Fuente has
successfully led the Hokies to back-to-back bowl appearances, ensuring that the
legacy of Virginia Tech football endures.

With each passing year, the Hokies continue to attract top talent and build upon
their tradition of excellence. Their commitment to innovation, combined with a
relentless drive to succeed, ensures that Virginia Tech football will remain a force
to be reckoned with in the college football landscape.



The rise of Virginia Tech football is a testament to the power of belief and
unwavering dedication. From humble beginnings to national prominence, the
Hokies have defied expectations and carved their place in the annals of college
football history.

It is the remarkable stories behind the scenes, the relentless pursuit of
excellence, and the unbreakable bonds forged within the team that truly define
the rise of Virginia Tech football. Their journey serves as an inspiration to anyone
striving for greatness, on and off the field.

Fall and Rise: 1991-93 (Go Tech Go: The Inside
Story Behind the Rise of Virginia Tech Football
Book 5) by Chris Colston (Kindle Edition)

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 769 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 145 pages
Lending : Enabled

After flickers of hope, the Virginia Tech Hokies hit rock bottom in 1992.

It was the best thing that ever happened to them.

“Want a front-row seat to Virginia Tech’s rise as a college football power? Chris
Colston takes you there, with vivid, behind-the-scenes stories and anecdotes
about the Hokies’ decades-long evolution. There isn’t a more definitive and
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comprehensive history of Virginia Tech’s transformation from football nomad to
national title contender under Frank Beamer than this.”—Andy Bitter, The Athletic.

Colston’s eight-volume series GO TECH GO: The Inside Story Behind the Rise of
Virginia Tech Footballis designed for easy reading—perfect for your favorite
mobile device. In Volume Five, The Beamer Bowl Era Begins (1993), Colston
shares first-hand observations as the Hokies football program hit rock-bottom
under Beamer—and then earned a bowl bid the following season. Told with
entertaining, easy-to-read anecdotes, Colston details the most important hire the
Hall-of-Fame Coach ever made—and talks to the players who lived through the
transformation.

“Riveting stuff,” says Hall of Fame broadcaster Bill Roth. “Reads like a well-
written novel. Essential for all Hokies, old and new.”

“The Inside Story Behind the Rise of Virginia Tech Football is not a misnomer,”
says Hall of Fame sportswriter David Teel. “Chris attended Tech, cheered for
Tech, absorbed Tech’s history, worked at Tech, and most essential, earned the
trust of those who authored the program’s ascension, including Frank Beamer.”

CHRIS COLSTON worked in the Virginia Tech Athletics Department from 1985-96
as editor of The Hokie Huddler and went on to cover the MLB, NFL, and NBA as
an award-winning reporter for Sports Weekly and USA TODAY. Says
TechSideline.com Founder Will Stewart, “Chris Colston is the most authoritative
voice on the modern era of Virginia Tech football. …if you want to learn about
Virginia Tech football, he’s the guy. I personally learned a ton from reading his
stuff over the years. Sit back and enjoy Go Tech Go from one of the most revered
writers about Hokie sports.”
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