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Discover the hidden treasures of the Babylonian and Persian periods as we delve

into the fascinating world of ancient civilizations. In memory of the renowned
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scholar Peter Ackroyd, this collection of essays brings together expert insights
and intriguing research conducted by esteemed historians and archaeologists.
Prepare to embark on a captivating journey through time and uncover the secrets

of these remarkable eras.

1. The Babylonian Period: Unraveling Mysteries of the Past

The Babylonian period, also known as the Neo-Babylonian or Chaldean period,
was a period of immense cultural, architectural, and military achievements. In this
section, we explore the rise and fall of the Neo-Babylonian Empire, examining

how its rulers shaped the destiny of Mesopotamia.
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1.1 Nebuchadnezzar's Reign: The Golden Era

Step back in time and witness the zenith of the Babylonian Empire under the
legendary King Nebuchadnezzar Il. Uncover the remarkable achievements during
his reign, from the Hanging Gardens of Babylon to the majestic Ishtar Gate.
Delve into the fascinating stories of the Babylonian kingdom's power and

opulence.
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1.2 Babylonian Mythology and Religion

Explore the rich tapestry of Babylonian mythology and religion, delving into their
pantheon of gods, goddesses, and sacred rituals. Gain insights into their creation
myths, epic narratives like the Enuma Elish, and the significance of religious

ceremonies in their society.

2. The Persian Period: A Tapestry of Empires

The Persian period, also known as the Achaemenid Empire, withessed the rise of
powerful kings who shaped the ancient world's political landscape. In this section,
we uncover the legacies of these magnificent rulers and their impact on art,

architecture, and governance.
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2.1 Cyrus the Great: The Founder of the Persian Empire

Discover the life and achievements of Cyrus the Great, the visionary king who
conquered vast territories and established the foundation of the Persian Empire.
Explore the fascinating anecdotes surrounding his reign, including his famous

declaration on the rights of different cultures and religions.

2.2 Persepolis: The Glorious Capital
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Unearth the ruins of Persepolis, the magnificent capital city of the Persian

Empire. Marvel at the intricate architecture, grand palaces, and exquisite reliefs
that depict the might and grandeur of Persian kings. Unlock the secrets hidden
within these ancient ruins and explore the significance of Persepolis in Persian

history.

3. Peter Ackroyd's Contributions to Ancient History
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In this section, we pay homage to the renowned historian Peter Ackroyd, whose
passion and dedication to ancient history have left an indelible mark on the field.
We explore his significant contributions, influential books, and lasting impact on

our understanding of the Babylonian and Persian periods.

The essays presented in memory of Peter Ackroyd take us on a captivating
journey through the Babylonian and Persian periods, providing a deeper
understanding of these ancient civilizations. From the splendors of Babylonian art
and mythology to the grandeur of the Persian Empire, this collection offers a
fascinating exploration of history's rich tapestry. Let us remember Peter Ackroyd,

a scholar who illuminated the past and inspired countless future historians.
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This volume had its origins in a session presented to the Society of Biblical

Literature in Washington in 2006 in order to examine the legacy of Peter Ackroyd
to the field of biblical studies. Ackroyd's work stretched over a wide range of

topics within Biblical Studies, notably study of prophetic literature and work on
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exile and restoration. This volume particularly focuses upon his work on the latter.
Whilst the present work is founded upon the papers given at the session it also
includes several essays solicited subsequently which further serve to draw the

contributions together into a fitting tribute to a pioneer in his field.

The contributions take account of Ackroyd's approach to the theme of exile and
restoration, focusing largely upon the study of Ezra-Nehemiah and Chronciles. As
a brief flavour, Bob Becking examines the epigraphic evidence concerning the
mixed marriage crisis Ezra-Nehemiah. Joe Blenkinsopp seeks to find the 'Sons of
Aaron' before the 5th Century in a fascinating essay focusing which picks up the
work of R.H. Kennett over a century ago. Among the other distinguished

contributors are John Bergsma, Eric Myers and Jill Middlemass.
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