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Thomas Paine, an influential political philosopher and writer, left an indelible mark
on the American and European political landscape through his revolutionary
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works. In this comprehensive article, we delve into the timeless relevance and
impact of Paine's masterpieces, specifically "Rights Of Man," "Common Sense,"
and other political writings included in the iconic Oxford World Classics collection.

1. Understanding "Rights Of Man" - A Revolutionary Manifesto

Discover the groundbreaking ideas presented by Paine in "Rights Of Man,"
examining how this seminal work exposed the fallacies of monarchy and
advocated for individual rights, democracy, and equal representation.
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2. Unraveling the Legacy of "Common Sense"

Explore the historical significance of "Common Sense," one of Paine's most
influential works. Delve into the persuasive arguments made in this pamphlet,
fueling the flames of the American Revolution and inspiring countless individuals
across the globe to question the legitimacy of oppressive systems.
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3. Analyzing Other Political Writings - Gems in the Oxford World
Classics Collection

Broaden your knowledge as we investigate additional political writings authored
by Thomas Paine and compiled in the Oxford World Classics collection. From
"The Age of Reason" to "The Crisis Papers," gain insight into Paine's thoughts on
religion, social justice, and the role of governments in society.

4. The Historical Context: Paine's Impact in the Late 18th Century

Transport yourself back in time as we provide an overview of the tumultuous era
in which Thomas Paine's works emerged. Delve into the French and American
Revolutions, exploring how Paine's writings shaped public opinion and inspired
individuals to fight for freedom, equality, and human rights.

5. Empowering the Masses: Paine and the Democratization of
Literature

Uncover how Thomas Paine's political writings democratized literature, making
complex political concepts accessible to the common man. Analyze the profound
influence these writings had on the spread of democratic ideals and discuss
whether such works could spark a similar movement in the modern era.

6. Modern Relevance: Applying Paine's Ideas in Today's Political
Landscape

Reflect on how the principles advocated by Paine continue to resonate in
contemporary society. Discuss the relevance of individual rights, government
accountability, and the role of citizens in shaping political systems, drawing
parallels between the present and the ideals laid out in Paine's works.

Thomas Paine's "Rights Of Man," "Common Sense," and other political writings
encapsulate the essence of an era marked by political upheaval and the struggle



for freedom. By exploring these works in the Oxford World Classics collection, we
gain a deeper understanding of Paine's revolutionary contributions and the
enduring legacy of his ideas. Let us embrace the spirit of intellectual curiosity and
continue to champion the rights of man, just as Paine did centuries ago.
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`An army of principles will penetrate where an army of soldiers cannot . . . it will
march on the horizon of the world and it will conquer.'

Thomas Paine was the first international revolutionary. His Common Sense
(1776) was the most widely read pamphlet of the American Revolution; his Rights
of Man (1791-2) was the most famous defence of the French Revolution and sent
out a clarion call for revolution throughout the world. He paid the price for his
principles: he was outlawed in Britain, narrowly escaped execution in France, and
was villified as an atheist and a Jacobin on his return to America.

Paine loathed the unnatural inequalities fostered by the hereditary and
monarchical systems. He believed that government must be by and for the
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people and must limit itself to the protection of their natural rights. But he was not
a libertarian: from a commitment to natural rights he generated one of the first
blueprints for a welfare state, combining a liberal order of civil rights with
egalitarian constraints. This collection brings together Paine's most powerful
political writings from
the American and French revolutions in the first fully annotated edition of these
works.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable
volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert s by leading
authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further
study, and much more.
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