
The Untold Stories Behind Struggles Over
Nature Conservation And Land Crises In
World Politics

In today's world, the increasing concerns about nature conservation and land
crises have become hot topics of discussion in global politics. As the global
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population continues to grow, the demand for resources and land use has put
significant pressure on the environment, leading to conflicts over conservation
strategies and land allocation. This article aims to shed light on the struggles that
occur in world politics when it comes to nature conservation and land crises,
exploring the various dimensions and challenges faced by different countries and
stakeholders.

Nature Conservation: A Global Imperative

Nature conservation has emerged as a global imperative in recent years due to
the alarming rate of biodiversity loss and environmental degradation.
Governments, international organizations, and local communities are increasingly
recognizing the importance of preserving ecosystems and protecting endangered
species. However, the implementation of effective conservation strategies often
faces significant challenges. In many cases, conflicts arise between different
stakeholders, such as conservationists, indigenous communities, and industries
seeking to exploit natural resources. These struggles highlight the complex
nature of balancing environmental protection with economic development.
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Struggles Over Land Allocation

The allocation of land for different purposes is another major source of conflict in
world politics. As the global population grows, the demand for agricultural land,
urbanization, and industrial development has increased exponentially. This has
led to a scramble for available land, creating tensions between different actors,
including governments, landowners, and local communities. In some cases,
powerful entities have been accused of land grabbing, displacing indigenous
communities and small-scale farmers in the process. Balancing the need for
economic growth with equitable land allocation is an ongoing struggle for many
nations.

Conservation vs. Development: The Clash of Interests

The clash between conservation and development interests is a central theme in
struggles over nature conservation and land crises. On one hand, the urgent
need to conserve ecosystems and protect biodiversity calls for strict measures to
limit exploitation. On the other hand, economic development and poverty
reduction are essential goals for many countries. Striking a balance between
these competing priorities requires careful planning and consideration of the
social, economic, and environmental dimensions. The struggle to find common
ground often involves complex negotiations, compromises, and trade-offs.

Global Initiatives and Frameworks

In response to the challenges surrounding nature conservation and land crises,
various global initiatives and frameworks have been established to foster
cooperation and address the complex issues at hand. The United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), for instance, provide a framework for
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balancing environmental protection with socio-economic development.
Additionally, international conventions such as the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) aim to safeguard biodiversity and promote sustainable use of
natural resources. These initiatives highlight the growing recognition of the
importance of global cooperation in addressing these pressing issues.

Case Studies: Real-Life Struggles

Examining specific case studies helps shed light on the struggles faced by
different countries and regions. One notable example is the conflict between
conservationists and local communities in the Amazon rainforest. While
conservation efforts aim to protect the rich biodiversity and ecological balance of
the rainforest, indigenous communities often rely on the forest for their
livelihoods. Balancing the interests of conservation with the rights and needs of
indigenous communities is an ongoing challenge.

Another case study is the struggle over land rights in Africa. Large-scale
agricultural investments backed by foreign entities have led to land grabbing and
displacement of local communities. This has resulted in conflicts and loss of
ancestral lands for indigenous populations. The delicate task of reconciling
sustainable agricultural development with the rights of local communities remains
a key challenge for African nations.

The struggles over nature conservation and land crises in world politics are
complex and multifaceted. Balancing competing interests between conservation,
economic development, and social justice is a major challenge faced by
governments, communities, and international organizations. Global initiatives and
frameworks are vital tools in addressing these issues, but on-the-ground
implementation and stakeholder engagement are equally crucial. By
understanding the underlying complexities and engaging in effective dialogue, it



is possible to find sustainable solutions that protect both nature and human well-
being.
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In Africa, conflicts between protected areas for fauna and flora and space for their
surrounding human populations continue despite years spent trying to find an
accommodation between the needs of both parties.

Creating Africas investigates the roots of the current conservation boom,
demonstrates that it is part of a struggle over various definitions of existing
realities, and examines the global effects of this struggle. The book discusses the
first UNESCO World Heritage Site in South Africa, the Isimangaliso (St Lucia)
Wetland Park. Here, conservation interests are pitted against those of industrial
forestry, commercial farming, and local communities struggling to have their lands
returned to them. They all seek to define and create their own realities, but do so
with very different resources at their disposal. In his expert analysis, Nustad
treats these realities not as different representations but rather as multiple, often
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competing, viewpoints that involve a wide range of actors, both human and non-
human.

Nustad posits that in order to avoid being accused of neo-colonial land grabbing,
the conservation lobby will need to find a new way of imagining nature and
protection that includes people.
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