
The Untold Stories of The People of New
France in The Canada 150 Collection: You
Won't Believe What They Experienced!
As we celebrate Canada's 150th anniversary, it is crucial to look back and
acknowledge the resilience and contributions of the people who shaped this great
country. Among the diverse cultures that have left their mark on Canada, the story
of the people of New France is often overlooked or forgotten. In The Canada 150
Collection, we uncover the captivating tales of these individuals and shed light on
their lives in New France.

Who Were the People of New France?

During the 17th and 18th centuries, New France was a French colony in North
America that covered a significant portion of what is now Canada. The brave men
and women who settled in New France came from various backgrounds,
including French explorers, traders, soldiers, and Indigenous people who formed
partnerships and families with the settlers.

The Harsh Realities They Faced

Life in New France was far from easy, and the people faced numerous hardships.
They had to adapt to a new environment, harsh weather conditions, and limited
resources. Despite these challenges, they managed to build thriving
communities, develop a distinct culture, and establish economic trade with
Indigenous nations.
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The Challenges of Survival

Surviving in the wilderness of New France was no small feat. The people had to
rely on their hunting, fishing, and farming skills to sustain themselves and their
families. The harsh winters posed a particular challenge, with freezing
temperatures and heavy snowfall, putting their survival skills to the test.

Clashes with Indigenous Peoples

While the Indigenous people initially welcomed the French settlers, tensions
arose as the colony grew. Conflicts emerged over territory, trade, and cultural
differences. Understanding and reconciling these complex interactions between
the settlers and Indigenous peoples is crucial to understanding the history of New
France.

Exploring The Canada 150 Collection

The Canada 150 Collection is a remarkable compilation of artifacts, documents,
and personal accounts that provide a glimpse into the lives of the people of New
France. This collection aims to preserve their stories and shed light on their
significance in shaping Canada's history.
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Oral Histories and Diaries

One of the most captivating aspects of The Canada 150 Collection is the
collection of oral histories and diaries. Through these personal accounts, we are
transported back in time and get a firsthand glimpse into the daily lives, struggles,
and triumphs of the people of New France.

Artifacts and Artwork

The collection also features an impressive array of artifacts and artwork that
provide a visual representation of life in New France. From tools used for hunting
and farming to traditional clothing and household items, these artifacts offer a
tangible connection to the past.

Preserving their Legacy

The Canada 150 Collection serves as a reminder of the resilience and enduring
spirit of the people of New France. It highlights their contributions to Canadian
society and emphasizes the importance of recognizing and celebrating the
diverse cultures that have shaped our nation.

By delving into The Canada 150 Collection and exploring the stories of the people
of New France, we gain a deeper understanding of Canada's history and the
diverse roots that have helped shape this country. Their stories deserve to be told
and cherished as we continue to embrace the legacy they left behind.
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This book surveys the social history of New France. For more than a century, until
the British conquest of 1759-60, France held sway over a major portion of the
North American continent. In this vast territory several unique colonial societies
emerged, societies which in many respects mirrored ancien regime France, but
which also incorporated a major Aboriginal component.

Whereas earlier works in this field presented pre-conquest Canada as completely
white and Catholic, The People of New France looks closely at other members of
society as well: black slaves, English captives and Christian Iroquois of the
mission villages near Montreal. The artisans and soldiers, the merchants, nobles,
and priests who congregated in the towns of Montreal and Quebec are the
subject of one chapter. Another chapter examines the special situation of French
regime women under a legal system that recognized wives as equal owners of all
family property. The author extends his analysis to French settlements around the
Great Lakes and down the Mississippi Valley, and to Acadia and Ile Royale.

Greer's book, addressed to undergraduate students and general readers,
provides a deeper understanding of how people lived their lives in these vanished
Old-Regime societies.
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