The Untold Story: A Fascinating
Journey of the Copts under Islamic
Rule

The history of the Copts under Islamic rule is a captivating testament to the
resilience and determination of one of Egypt's oldest Christian communities. This
article aims to shed light on their experiences, struggles, and contributions,

uncovering a story often overlooked in mainstream historical accounts.

The Origins of the Copts

The term "Copt" derives from the Greek word "Aigyptos," meaning Egyptian. The
Copts are the native Christians of Egypt, tracing their roots back to the earliest
days of Christianity in the region. They have maintained a distinct identity, culture,

and language throughout centuries.

The Dawn of Islamic Rule

The advent of Islam in Egypt occurred during the 7th century, marking the
beginning of a new era for the Copts. As the Muslim conquest expanded, Copts

found themselves living under Islamic governance.
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Being a Copt under Islamic Rule

Life as a Copt under Islamic rule presented both challenges and opportunities.
Discrimination based on religion and occasional persecutions were prevalent, yet

Copts managed to maintain their faith and cultural heritage.

Contribution to Islamic Civilization

Contrary to popular belief, the Copts played a significant role in Islamic civilization
during the Islamic Golden Age. They contributed to fields such as medicine,
architecture, literature, and translation of Greek philosophical works, serving as

intermediaries between the West and the Arabic-speaking world.

Preserving Christianity

Despite the pressures to convert to Islam, the Copts tenaciously held onto their
Christian faith. Their monastic communities served as centers of spiritual

guidance and education, preserving ancient manuscripts and theological works.

The Impact of Sharia Law

Sharia law, alongside the Muslim majority's dominance, influenced the legal
system in Egypt. Copts were subject to certain provisions that differentiated them
from Muslims, affecting issues such as marriage, inheritance, and participation in

public life.

Modern Era Challenges
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The 19th and 20th centuries brought new challenges for the Copts, including
tensions with the rise of Arab nationalism and the impact of British colonialism.
However, the Copts continued to contribute to Egyptian society, maintaining their

faith and rich cultural heritage.

The history of the Copts under Islamic rule stands as a testament to the resilience
and determination of a community that has faced numerous challenges and
persevered. Their contributions to Egypt's cultural, intellectual, and societal fabric
remain significant, making their story an essential part of understanding the

country's diverse history.
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“With Egypt’s Copts targeted as part of a bloody and systematic campaign of
genocide against the ancient churches of the Middle East, Adel Guindy has
produced a timely and authoritative account of their story. It deserves to be widely

read.”
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— Professor Lord Alton, Professor of Citizenship at Liverpool John Moores

University
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