
The Untold Story Behind Saudi
Arabian Oil and Its Impact on
American Foreign Policy
In today's interconnected world, oil has become a valuable resource that shapes

not only economies but also international relations and foreign policies. Saudi

Arabia has long been a major player in the global oil market, possessing vast

reserves and being one of the largest producers and exporters of oil. This article

aims to shed light on the intricate relationship between Saudi Arabian oil and

American foreign policy, uncovering the factors, interests, and consequences

involved.

The Genesis of Saudi Arabian Oil

Before delving into the role of Saudi Arabian oil in American foreign policy, it is

essential to understand its origins. Oil exploration in Saudi Arabia began in the

1930s when American geologists identified vast oil reserves in the region. The

agreement between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the American-owned

ARAMCO (Arabian American Oil Company) set the stage for long-lasting

economic and political ties.

Oil as a Key Element of American Foreign Policy

Since the discovery of Saudi Arabian oil, oil has played a central role in shaping

American foreign policy. The United States heavily relies on imported oil,

especially during the periods of rising energy demands. Oil influences America's

relationships with oil-producing nations, including Saudi Arabia.
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Energy Security

Energy security, defined as the uninterrupted availability of energy resources at

an affordable price, is a fundamental pillar of American foreign policy. Ensuring a

stable and reliable oil supply is paramount for the United States, as any disruption

could have severe economic and political consequences. Saudi Arabia holds the

potential to influence global oil prices, making it a crucial partner for the United

States.

Geopolitical Stability

In the volatile Middle East, Saudi Arabia serves as a key anchor for the United

States in maintaining regional stability. The partnership between the two countries

facilitates American influence, military presence, and the containment of potential

threats to American interests, such as Iran. The stability of Saudi Arabia, in part,

relies on its oil production, giving the United States a vested interest in supporting

the country's oil industry.

Economic Influence

F

R

E

E

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/aMDlM/Search-for-Security-Saudi-Arabian-Oil-and-American-Foreign-Policy.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/aMDlM/Search-for-Security-Saudi-Arabian-Oil-and-American-Foreign-Policy.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/aMDlM/Search-for-Security-Saudi-Arabian-Oil-and-American-Foreign-Policy.pdf


Saudi Arabian oil not only fuels the American economy but also supports the

functioning of global markets. Any disruption in the oil supply chain can impact

global trade and economies. The United States, as one of the world's largest

economies, aims to maintain stable oil production and prices through its alliance

with Saudi Arabia. Additionally, American oil companies benefit from Saudi

investment and partnerships, securing access to the Kingdom's resources.

The Challenges of the Saudi-American Oil Relationship

While the Saudi-American oil relationship has provided mutual benefits,

challenges prevail. These challenges range from geopolitical considerations to

growing environmental concerns.

Geopolitical Considerations

Saudi Arabia's position as a major oil supplier creates a complex political

landscape. The United States must navigate the delicate relationship with a

country that often faces criticism for its human rights record and involvement in

regional conflicts. Balancing these geopolitical considerations while safeguarding

America's interests poses a challenge to American policymakers.

Environmental Impact

The burning of fossil fuels, including oil, contributes to climate change. With

growing environmental concerns, the United States faces increasing pressure to

shift towards more sustainable and renewable energy sources. This transition

could potentially impact the dependence on Saudi Arabian oil, forcing a

reassessment of the existing oil-centric foreign policy approach.

The relationship between Saudi Arabian oil and American foreign policy has

shaped global dynamics for decades. Energy security, geopolitical stability, and

economic influence drive this alliance. However, as the global landscape evolves,



new challenges call for a reconsideration of the traditional oil-centric approach.

The story of Saudi Arabian oil and its impact on American foreign policy is an

ongoing saga that continues to influence the world we live in today.
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Miller shows how the American stake in Saudi Arabian oil challenged the United

States to create closer ties with the Saudi kingdom, compelling the move from

isolation to involvement with the Middle East. He describes the growing

awareness of the stratehic importance of Saudi Arabia, U.S. shrinking oil reserves

and the focusing of America on gaining access to the king's oil, and the continued

efforts of U.S. officials after World War II to develop Arabian oil even in the

emerging cold war.

Originally published in 1980.
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