
The Untold Story Behind the Legendary
Boeing 17: The Fifteen Ton Flying Fortress
Will Mesmerize You!

Did you know about the incredible Boeing 17 "The Fifteen Ton Flying Fortress"
that dominated the skies during World War II? This legendary aircraft gained a
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reputation for its unparalleled strength and powerful capabilities. In this article,
immerse yourself in the captivating journey of the Boeing 17, discover its
remarkable features, and learn about the impact it had on the war and aviation
history.

The Birth of the Boeing 17

In the early 1930s, the United States Army Air Corps issued a set of requirements
for a multi-engine bomber aircraft. Responding to this call, Boeing introduced the
Boeing 17, which became widely known as the "Flying Fortress." The name itself
speaks volumes about the sheer power and durability of this aircraft.
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Features and Capabilities

The Boeing 17 was a true marvel of engineering, sporting a sleek and
aerodynamic design that allowed it to achieve impressive speeds. It was armed
with ten .50 caliber machine guns, strategically positioned to provide maximum
protection against enemy attacks.
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However, what truly defined the Boeing 17 was its sheer size and strength,
weighing in at a staggering fifteen tons. Its solid construction and robust
framework were designed to withstand heavy enemy fire, making the Flying
Fortress the epitome of resilience during fierce aerial battles.

Role in World War II

During World War II, the Boeing 17 played a pivotal role in the Allied Forces' air
campaigns. With its ability to carry an immense payload, it was primarily used as
a long-range bomber. Whether flying over occupied territories or engaging in
strategic bombing raids, the Fifteen Ton Flying Fortress wreaked havoc on the
enemy and struck fear into their hearts.

Air Crew and Life Onboard

Life onboard the Boeing 17 was a true test of endurance and bravery. The aircraft
required a crew of ten individuals, each with specific roles and responsibilities.
From the pilot and co-pilot to the gunners and bombardier, teamwork was crucial
for success.

Serving on a Boeing 17 was no easy task. The crew endured freezing
temperatures, cramped working conditions, and constant exposure to the
dangers of enemy fire. Their bravery and dedication were paramount to the
success of their missions.

Legacy and Historical Significance

The Boeing 17 left an indelible mark on both aviation history and popular culture.
Its immense contribution to the Allied victory in World War II cannot be
overstated. The Flying Fortress became a symbol of American resilience and
determination, representing the power of innovation and technological
advancement.



Today, countless aviation enthusiasts and history buffs still marvel at the Boeing
17's incredible legacy. Several well-preserved models can be found in museums
around the world, allowing visitors to witness firsthand the magnificence and
power of this legendary aircraft.

The Boeing 17 "The Fifteen Ton Flying Fortress" remains an icon of strength and
resilience, etching its name in the annals of aviation history. Its impact on World
War II and subsequent generations of aircraft design cannot be ignored. The
story of the Boeing 17 serves as a constant reminder of the courage and
dedication of all those who bravely fought in the air during those tumultuous
times.

So, next time you catch a glimpse of a Boeing 17, remember the legends and
stories it carries within, representing a significant turning point in the history of
aviation.
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“Fascinating insight into the early development of the B-17 Flying Fortress . . .
undoubtedly outshines other books on this significant WWII aircraft.” —Air Mail
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The Boeing B-17 was the first American heavy bomber to see action in World War
II when it was supplied to the RAF. The design originated in 1934 when the US
Air Corps was looking for a heavy bomber to reinforce air forces in Hawaii,
Panama and Alaska. For its time, the design included many advanced features,
and Boeing continued to develop the aircraft as experience of the demands of
long-distance flying at high altitude was gained.
 
When the United States entered WWII, production of the aircraft was rapidly
increased and it became the backbone of the USAAF in all theaters of war. This
book describes how it was built and utilizes many hitherto unpublished
photographs from the design studio and production lines. It illustrates and
explains the many different roles that the aircraft took as the war progressed.
Heavy bomber, reconnaissance, antisubmarine, and air-sea rescue operations;
there were few roles that this solid design could not adopt.
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