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It is no secret that the Middle East has been plagued by conflicts and tensions for
decades. From the Arab Spring revolutions to ongoing regional rivalries, the
region has become synonymous with instability and upheaval. But amidst all the
chaos, there is an untold story that needs to be heard - the story of how the youth

are shaping the conflict landscape.

The Rise of the Youth

With a significant majority of the population under the age of 30, the Middle East
is home to a vibrant and energetic youth population. These young individuals are
not only witnessing the conflict around them but are also actively participating in

various ways. They are the generation that is growing up in a world of social
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media, globalization, and rapid technological advancements, which has given

them the means to mobilize, amplify their voices, and challenge the status quo.
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Economic Challenges and Socio-Political Discontent

One of the key factors driving the youth's involvement in conflicts in the Middle
East is the dire economic situation in many countries. High youth unemployment
rates, lack of opportunities, and widespread poverty have left the younger
generation disillusioned and frustrated. They feel marginalized and excluded from
the political and economic spheres, which pushes them towards radicalism and

extremist ideologies.

The Role of Social Media

Social media has emerged as a powerful tool for the youth to express their

grievances, organize protests, and disseminate information. Platforms like
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Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have become virtual town squares, allowing
individuals to connect, share stories, and mobilize masses. The unprecedented
reach of social media has made it difficult for governments to control the narrative

and has given voice to the voiceless.

Education and Empowerment

Education plays a crucial role in empowering the youth and offering them
alternatives to violence and conflict. Unfortunately, many Middle Eastern
countries lag behind in providing quality education and skills development
programs. This educational deficit perpetuates a cycle of poverty, ignorance, and
hopelessness, leaving the youth vulnerable to radicalization and extremist
ideologies. Investing in education and empowering the youth can provide a way

out of the cycle of violence and pave the path for a brighter future.

The Importance of Youth Inclusion

In order to address the root causes of conflict in the Middle East and build a
sustainable peace, it is imperative to include the youth in decision-making
processes. Their perspectives, ideas, and aspirations must be taken into account
to create policies that promote inclusivity, social justice, and economic
opportunities for all. By involving the youth, we can harness their energy,

creativity, and determination to build a better tomorrow.

The youth in the Middle East are not just mere spectators of the conflicts in their
region; they are active participants who are shaping the future. By understanding
their role, addressing their grievances, and providing opportunities for education
and empowerment, we can pave the way for a more stable and prosperous
Middle East. Let's not underestimate the power of the youth, for they are the

agents of change and hope for a better future in the Middle East.
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In the following pages, the role of youth in conflict in the Middle East will be
analyzed

and compared using two case studies: the Iranian Basij-e Mustazafin (Basij
hereafter) youth in

the Iran-lIraq War and Palestinian Harakat al-Shabiba (Shabab hereafter) youth in
the Intifada.

This study will show that although there were serious differences why the two
groups

participated in their respective conflicts, one through the Islamically colored act of
defense, and

one through a national liberation movement, the basic reasons for the youth to
commit

themselves are comparable.
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