
The Untold Story Of Canada Cold War
Arsenal: Discover the Hidden Weapons That
Shaped History!
The Beginnings of the Cold War

In the wake of World War II, tensions between the United States and the Soviet
Union escalated rapidly, leading to the beginning of the Cold War. While much of
the world was aware of the nuclear arms race between these two superpowers,
few people know about Canada's crucial role in this era. This article unveils the
untold story of Canada's Cold War arsenal, unearthing the secrets and weapons
that shaped history.

Canada's Strategic Location

Located just north of the United States, Canada's geographical position played a
crucial role in the Cold War. With the potential for attacks from the Soviet Union
across the Arctic Circle, Canada became an important strategic location for both
monitoring and defending against potential threats.
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The Canadian Radiolocation System

One of Canada's most significant contributions to the Cold War effort was the
development of the Canadian Radiolocation System. This system consisted of a
network of radar stations across the country, providing early warning of potential
enemy attacks.

Stretching from the eastern coast of Newfoundland to the western shores of
British Columbia, the Canadian Radiolocation System enabled Canadian and
American military forces to track incoming aircraft, missiles, and submarines. This
crucial information allowed North America to be prepared for any potential threats
from the Soviet Union.

Canada's Nuclear Weapons Program

While Canada is often seen as a peacekeeping nation, it also had its own nuclear
weapons program during the Cold War. In the late 1940s, Canada collaborated
with the United Kingdom and the United States to develop nuclear weapons
under what was known as the "Project A" initiative.
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Canadian scientists played a crucial role in furthering nuclear research, leading to
the successful development of atomic bombs during the early stages of the Cold
War.

The Avro Arrow: Canada's Supersonic Weapon
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Canada's aerospace industry also played a vital role in the country's Cold War
arsenal. In the late 1950s, the Avro Arrow was developed as a supersonic
interceptor aircraft capable of reaching speeds of Mach 2.

Considered ahead of its time, the Avro Arrow was an engineering marvel. It had
advanced features such as delta wings, all-weather capability, and sophisticated
missile systems. Unfortunately, the project was abruptly canceled in 1959, and all
prototypes and blueprints were destroyed, leaving behind a trail of unanswered
questions and speculation.

The Diefenbunker: Canada's Cold War Bunker
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As tensions continued to rise during the Cold War, Canada took measures to
protect its government officials and military personnel. This led to the construction
of the Diefenbunker, a massive underground bunker built near Ottawa.

The Diefenbunker was designed to withstand a nuclear blast and serve as an
emergency command center. Inside its walls, there were living quarters, a
hospital, communication facilities, and even a cafeteria. Today, the Diefenbunker
serves as a Cold War museum, offering visitors a glimpse into the past.

Canada's Contribution to Peacekeeping

While Canada played a significant role in the Cold War as part of NATO and
NORAD, it also had a strong commitment to international peacekeeping.
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Canadian troops were deployed to various conflict zones around the world,
including Cyprus, the Balkans, and Somalia.

Canada's peacekeeping efforts helped promote stability and resolve conflicts in
many regions. These contributions have shaped Canada's reputation as a nation
that values peace and diplomacy.

The Legacy of Canada's Cold War Arsenal
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Although the Cold War officially ended in 1991, Canada's Cold War arsenal and
its contributions should not be forgotten. They highlight the crucial role Canada
played in the face of potential nuclear threats and global instability during this
period.

Exploring the untold story of Canada's Cold War arsenal allows us to understand
the sacrifices and efforts made by the country to ensure the safety and security of
its citizens and its NATO allies. It opens our eyes to the complexities of this era
and reminds us of the importance of diplomacy and peacekeeping in shaping
history.

So, as we reflect on the untold story of Canada's Cold War arsenal, let us
remember the significance of this period and the lessons it teaches us about the
pursuit of peace in an increasingly complex world.
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"We are thus not only the first country in the world with the capability to produce
nuclear weapons that chose not to do so, we are also the first nuclear armed

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/DjZrk/Canadian-Nuclear-Weapons-The-Untold-Story-of-Canadas-Cold-War-Arsenal.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/DjZrk/Canadian-Nuclear-Weapons-The-Untold-Story-of-Canadas-Cold-War-Arsenal.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/DjZrk/Canadian-Nuclear-Weapons-The-Untold-Story-of-Canadas-Cold-War-Arsenal.pdf


country to have chosen to divest itself of nuclear weapons."

Pierre Trudeau United Nations, 26 May 1978

From 1963 to 1984, US nuclear warheads armed Canadian weapons systems in
both Canada and West Germany. It is likely that during the early part of this
period, the Canadian military was putting more effort, money, and manpower into
the nuclear commitment than any other single activity. This important book is an
operational-technical history and exposÈ of this period.

Its purpose is to bring together until-recently secret information about the nature
of the nuclear arsenal in Canada, and combine it with known information about
the systems in the US nuclear arsenal. The work begins with an account of the
efforts of the Pearson government to sign the agreement with the US necessary
to bring nuclear weapons to Canada. Subsequent chapters provide a detailed
discussion of the four nuclear weapons systems deployed by Canada: the
BOMARC surface-to-air guided interceptor missile; the Honest John short range
battlefield rocket; the Starfighter tactical thermonuclear bomber; the VooDoo-
Genie air defence system. Each chapter also includes a section on the accidents
and incidents which occurred while the weapons were at Canadian sites. The
final chapter covers the ultimately futile efforts of the Maritime Air Command and
the Royal Canadian Navy to acquire nuclear weapons. An appendix includes the
text of the until-now secret agreements Canada signed with the USA for the
provision of nuclear weapons.

Illustrated throughout with photographs and diagrams, and supported by
extensive transcriptions of original documents, Canadian Nuclear Weapons will
be of great value both to scholars and interested laypersons in its presentation of
what has been a deeply hidden secret of Canadian political and military history.
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