The Untold Story Of The 1st
Battalion London Irish Rifles In The
First World War

The 1st Battalion London Irish Rifles, a courageous infantry unit, played a
significant role in the harrowing events of the First World War. Throughout the
conflict, these brave soldiers exhibited unparalleled bravery and resilience,
contributing to the overall Allied effort. In this article, we delve into the untold story
of their experiences in the trenches, the challenges they faced, and the sacrifices

they made.

Life Before the War

Prior to the outbreak of the First World War, the 1st Battalion London Irish Rifles
was an esteemed regiment made up primarily of Irish volunteers from various
walks of life. United by their shared heritage and determined to serve their
country, they embarked on a journey that would test their mettle and define their

legacies.

Deployment and Early Battles

When war was declared in 1914, the 1st Battalion London Irish Rifles was swiftly
deployed to the Western Front. Their first taste of combat came during the intense
Battle of Loos in 1915, where they demonstrated remarkable courage under
heavy fire. Despite the initial setbacks, their steadfast determination planted the

seeds for future successes.
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The Battle of the Somme

One of the most significant chapters in the battalion's history was their
involvement in the infamous Battle of the Somme. Assigned to capture the heavily
fortified German positions, the London Irish Rifles found themselves amidst a
fierce and relentless onslaught. Braving the chaos and carnage, they endured

unimaginable horrors and fought with unwavering resolve.

Tales from the Trenches

The trenches became a second home for the London Irish Rifles. Living in squalid
conditions, they faced constant bombardment, incessant rain, and the ever-
present threat of disease. Through it all, they formed unbreakable bonds, sharing
moments of camaraderie and supporting one another amidst the chaos. Their

collective spirit kept them going despite the unimaginable adversity.

Valiant Leaders

Throughout the war, the battalion had exceptional leaders who played a vital role
in their successes. Men like Lieutenant-Colonel “Ronnie Ewart” who led with

courage and determination, instilling a sense of unity and resilience in the face of
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overwhelming odds. These leaders were instrumental in shaping the battalion's

character and ensuring their enduring legacy.

Legacy and Commemoration

The sacrifices of the 1st Battalion London Irish Rifles must never be forgotten.
Their contributions to the war effort were immense and deserving of everlasting
gratitude. Today, memorials stand in their honor, serving as a reminder of their

courage, sacrifice, and the enduring spirit of the London Irish Rifles.

The story of the 1st Battalion London Irish Rifles is a testament to the human
spirit, depicting the incredible courage, resilience, and sacrifice displayed by these
valiant soldiers during the First World War. Their untold story enriches our
understanding of the conflict and serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by

SO many.
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The Germans fighting on two fronts were concentrating in the east where the
Russians were weakening. In the west, the Allied effort was met with well
prepared German defences, and efforts to open a new front on the Gallipoli
Peninsula had foundered. Decisive action to break the deadlock on the Western
Front saw a mighty attack of six British divisions planned for the autumn of 1915
in the vicinity of the small mining community of Loos en Gohelle where "The Big
Push' would begin. The bitter recriminations that followed the perceived failure
reduced the Battle of Loos to a footnote in the history of the Great War for many
decades. Entirely lost in translation has been the Boys' Own tale of the Tommy
who kicked a football ahead of the charge. That soldier was identified as Rifleman
Frank Edwards, and through his original research, Ed Harris clearly establishes
for the first time that the first great attack by the British army was begun when
Edwards kicked a football towards the German lines. Harris sheds light on what it
was like to be a part of this crucial battle and questions the largely held view that
Loos was a failure, using material sourced from a wide variety of sources form the

Imperial War Museum to the National Football Museum.
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