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When we think about the Second World War, images of the European front often

dominate our thoughts. However, the war was fought on multiple fronts, including

the grueling Pacific Theater. It was in this theater that the 1st Battalion 503rd

Airborne Infantry made a significant impact, particularly in the first major battle

they encountered.

Formation and Training of the 1st Battalion 503rd Airborne Infantry

In July 1942, the 1st Battalion 503rd Airborne Infantry was activated and sent to

Camp Toccoa, Georgia for intense training. Under the leadership of Lt. Col.

William R. Kean, the battalion underwent rigorous physical conditioning,

parachute training, and tactical exercises to prepare for their role in the war.
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The soldiers of the 503rd Airborne Infantry endured difficult training sessions,

including grueling long-distance marches, to build their physical endurance. They

also practiced parachute jumps repeatedly to perfect their landing techniques.
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By December 1942, the 1st Battalion 503rd Airborne Infantry was deployed to the

Pacific and assigned to the 11th Airborne Division. Their real test was just around

the corner.

The First Major Battle of the Pacific: Operation Cartwheel

In June 1943, the Allied Forces planned an offensive to retake New Georgia

Island from the Japanese. This operation, known as Operation Cartwheel, aimed

to neutralize Japanese strongholds in the Pacific.

The 1st Battalion 503rd Airborne Infantry was a vital part of this operation. Their

mission was to secure an important airfield on Nadzab, New Guinea, which would

serve as a base for future operations in the Pacific.

On September 5, 1943, the 503rd Airborne Infantry successfully carried out their

first combat jump in Operation Cartwheel. Their objective was to seize and secure

Nadzab airfield to establish a base for further attacks on Japanese-held

territories.

Intense Fighting and Heroic Actions

The 503rd Airborne Infantry encountered fierce Japanese resistance upon

landing. The enemy was determined to defend their positions, and the battle grew

increasingly brutal.

Despite facing heavy fire, the soldiers of the 503rd Airborne Infantry

demonstrated tremendous courage and resilience. They engaged in intense

close-quarters combat, utilizing their training to outmaneuver and overpower the

enemy.

Individual acts of bravery were not uncommon. Private First Class Joseph Beyrle,

a member of the 503rd, earned distinction for infiltrating behind enemy lines,



destroying key enemy positions, and coordinating successful assaults on

Japanese bunkers.

The battle waged on for several days, but the 503rd Airborne Infantry maintained

their determination. Through sheer determination and teamwork, they secured the

airfield, achieving their objective in Operation Cartwheel.

The Importance of the 1st Battalion 503rd Airborne Infantry's

Victory

The successful mission of the 1st Battalion 503rd Airborne Infantry marked a

significant turning point in the Pacific Theater. By securing Nadzab airfield, they

provided a crucial base for subsequent operations in the region.

The 503rd Airborne Infantry's success demonstrated the effective use of airborne

forces in the Pacific. It showcased the invaluable role of paratroopers in seizing

key objectives before conventional forces could arrive.

Their victory also boosted the morale of both their fellow soldiers and the

American public back home. It served as a symbol of resilience, bravery, and the

indomitable spirit of the American forces.

The Legacy of the 1st Battalion 503rd Airborne Infantry

The 1st Battalion 503rd Airborne Infantry continued to play a vital role throughout

the remainder of World War II in the Pacific. They participated in numerous

operations and engagements, contributing to the ultimate victory over Japan.

Their story and the sacrifices they made should never be forgotten. The 503rd

Airborne Infantry embodies the heroism and dedication exhibited by countless

men and women during the war.



Through their actions, they etched their place in the annals of military history and

left a lasting legacy for future generations.
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Operation Hump, the first major battle between the U.S. Army and the Viet Cong

and North Vietnamese forces, took place November 5-9, 1965, in South

Vietnam's War Zone D. Known as "The Hump," it would change the nature of the

war, escalating it from a hit-and-run guerrilla conflict to a bloody contest between

Communist main force units and American commands of battalion size or larger.

This memoir of an Operation Hump survivor begins with the sequence of events

leading up to the battle, from the French defeat at Dien Bien Phu in 1954.

Drawing on official Army documents and the recollections of fellow combatants,

the author not only describes the battle in detail but explains the war's basis in

fabrications at the highest levels of the U.S. government. His experiences with

PTSD after the war and his eventual return to Vietnam in the 1990s are included.
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