
The Untold Story: Unveiling the Rich
History of The Green Howards

Discover the captivating journey of The Green Howards, an esteemed British

infantry regiment with an illustrious history that dates back centuries. From their

humble beginnings as a small militia to their crucial role in major conflicts, their
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triumphs and sacrifices have shaped the course of history. Join us as we unravel

the extraordinary tale of The Green Howards in this compelling article.
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Formed in 1688, The Green Howards trace their roots to a group of loyal soldiers

who rallied behind King William III during the Glorious Revolution. They were

initially known as The Colonel Lutrell's Regiment of Foot, named after their

commanding officer.

Renowned for their distinctive green coats, The Green Howards quickly gained

recognition for their unwavering loyalty and exceptional skills on the battlefield.

Their reputation grew as they played a vital role in various conflicts throughout the

years.

Key Battles and Heroic Actions
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The Green Howards have faced countless battles and exhibited bravery in each

one, leaving an indelible mark on history. Let's explore some of their most

significant feats:

1. Battle of Minden (1759)

In this historic battle during the Seven Years' War, The Green Howards, then

known as "Lutrell's Regiment," stood firm against a massive French cavalry

charge. Despite the overwhelming odds, they not only repelled the attack but also

managed to capture the French standard, becoming a symbol of indomitable

spirit.

2. Battle of Waterloo (1815)
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The Green Howards played a pivotal role in this iconic battle as part of the British

army's 7th Infantry Brigade. One of their most memorable moments was their

defense against the brutal French Imperial Guard, where they firmly held their

ground, ensuring victory for the allied forces. This battle solidified their reputation

as an elite fighting force.

3. Battle of Albuera (1811)

During the Peninsular War, The Green Howards fought valiantly in one of the

bloodiest battles, the Battle of Albuera. Despite sustaining heavy casualties, they

exhibited exceptional resilience and upheld their position, making a significant

contribution to the victory.

World War I and World War II



As the world plunged into World War I, The Green Howards once again stepped

up to the arduous task of defending their homeland. From the muddy trenches of

the Western Front to the scorching deserts of the Middle East, they faced

unimaginable hardships but remained resolute.

During World War II, The Green Howards expanded to three battalions to meet

the increased demand for soldiers. They participated in various pivotal campaigns

such as the Battle of El Alamein and the D-Day landings. Their skill, bravery, and

dedication earned them numerous accolades during this tumultuous period.

Post-War Era and Honors
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Following the end of World War II, The Green Howards continued to serve their

country faithfully, adapting to the evolving nature of warfare. They were deployed

to various conflict zones, including Korea, Northern Ireland, and the Falkland

Islands.

In recognition of their remarkable contributions, The Green Howards received

numerous honors and awards, including several Victoria Crosses – the highest

military decoration for valor in the British Empire.

Merger and Legacy
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In 2006, The Green Howards merged with The Prince of Wales's Own Regiment

of Yorkshire and The Duke of Wellington's Regiment to form The Yorkshire

Regiment. This merger, although an end to The Green Howards as a stand-alone

regiment, preserved their legacy and ensured their traditions and history

continued.
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The Green Howards' story remains etched in the annals of military history, a

testament to the unwavering dedication and sacrifice of its members throughout

the centuries. Their indomitable spirit and commitment to duty serve as an

inspiration to future generations.

The Green Howards stand as an embodiment of courage and resilience, proudly

preserving their storied past. From their humble beginnings to their involvement in

major conflicts, they have left an indelible mark on the world. We salute The

Green Howards for their unwavering devotion to duty and their significant

contributions to safeguarding freedom and peace.
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Regimental histories abound, but few can be as stirring as this story of the

fortunes of the famous Yorkshire-based Green Howards.

Raised in 1688 in response to a call for loyal troops, the Green Howards have

maintained their tradition of loyalty over the past 300 years winning many superb

battle honours. Their history reflects that of the British Army as there is hardly a

major campaign that this Regiment has not been involved in; the French Wars of
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1697-1793, the American War of Independence, Crimean War, First and Second

World Wars, service in Suez, Malaya, Northern Ireland, peacekeeping operations

in Bosnia and the war in the Gulf.

This fine book brings the story of one of Britain's finest regiments right up to date.
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