
The Untold Story behind the Mariner Mars
1971 Press Kit!
On April 30, 1971, NASA released the Mariner Mars 1971 Press Kit, which
provided detailed information about the upcoming space mission. This press kit
was a vital tool for journalists, scientists, and space enthusiasts who were eagerly
following the Mariner Mars exploration. In this article, we will delve into the
fascinating story of the Mariner Mars 1971 mission, uncovering the challenges
faced, groundbreaking discoveries made, and the lasting impact it had on future
space missions.

The Mariner Mars 1971 Mission

The Mariner Mars 1971 mission was a significant milestone in space exploration,
as it aimed to capture the first close-up images of Mars' surface and learn more
about its geological composition, atmosphere, and potential for life. The Mariner 8
and Mariner 9 spacecraft were launched on May 9 and May 30, 1971,
respectively, with the latter being the first spacecraft to orbit another planet.

The Technology Behind Mariner Mars 1971

The spacecraft were equipped with advanced instruments, including television
cameras, infrared spectrometers, and radiometers, allowing them to capture high-
resolution images and collect essential data about Mars. These technological
advancements paved the way for a better understanding of our neighboring
planet.
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The Challenges Faced

The Mariner Mars 1971 mission encountered several challenges along its
journey. Mariner 8, unfortunately, failed to reach its intended orbit due to a
malfunction in its Centaur rocket, resulting in a partial mission failure. However,
NASA was determined to make the most out of this setback, and they adjusted
their plans to ensure the success of Mariner 9.

Mariner 9 and the Historic Discoveries

Mariner 9, the only operational spacecraft of the mission, successfully entered
Mars orbit in November 1971, making history as the first spacecraft to orbit
another planet. It captured breathtaking images of Mars' surface, revealing
captivating details about its vast canyons, towering volcanoes, and the infamous
Valles Marineris. Through Mariner 9, scientists discovered evidence of previous
water activity on Mars, providing valuable insights into the planet's potential
habitability.

Legacy and Impact

The Mariner Mars 1971 mission left a lasting impact on future space exploration
endeavors. It set a precedent for successful Mars missions and motivated further
scientific exploration of the Red Planet. The captivating images and data
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collected by Mariner 9 paved the way for subsequent missions, such as Viking 1
and 2, Pathfinder, Spirit, Opportunity, and the recent Perseverance rover. With
each mission, we continue to unravel the mysteries of Mars and move closer to
answering the ultimate question of whether life exists beyond Earth.

The Mariner Mars 1971 Press Kit

The Mariner Mars 1971 Press Kit, released on April 30, 1971, was a
comprehensive compilation of information about the mission for journalists and
interested individuals. It contained detailed press releases, technical
specifications, diagrams, and images, ensuring that the public had access to the
latest developments and discoveries. This press kit acted as a guidebook for
media coverage, facilitating accurate reporting and building excitement around
the mission.

The Mariner Mars 1971 mission and the accompanying press kit played crucial
roles in advancing our knowledge and fascination with Mars. Despite initial
setbacks, Mariner 9's success reshaped our understanding of the Red Planet and
laid the groundwork for future missions. The legacy of Mariner Mars 1971 lives on
in the ongoing exploration of Mars, providing us with invaluable insights into the
mysteries of our neighboring planet.
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The news release describes the 1971 launches of Mariner 8 and 9 which were to
be the first attempt by NASA to orbit another planet, Mars. Described are: (1)
mission capsule; (2) planetary missions; (3) aiming zones; (4) the spacecraft; (5)
scientific experiments to be performed; (6) Atlas Centaur launch vehicle; (7)
launch operations; (8) tracking and data system and mission operations; and (9)
Mariner Mars 71 team and subcontractors.
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