
The Untold Story of Anti Tank Warfare on the
Eastern Front during World War II
When we think about World War II, we often imagine intense battles, heroic
soldiers, and strategic maneuvers. However, one aspect that is often overlooked
is the crucial role anti-tank warfare played on the Eastern Front. This article will
delve into the untold story of anti-tank warfare, revealing the strategies, weapons,
and challenges faced by both the Axis and Allied forces during this tumultuous
period.

The Eastern Front: A Challenging Terrain

The Eastern Front was notorious for its harsh weather conditions, vast distances,
and diverse landscapes. From the snowy plains of Russia to the dense forests of
Belarus, tanks had to withstand extreme temperatures and maneuver through
challenging terrains. This made the role of anti-tank warfare even more critical, as
tanks were the backbone of both offensive and defensive operations.

The Axis Anti-Tank Weapons

The Axis powers primarily relied on a combination of tanks, anti-tank guns, and
artillery to counter the Soviet Union's armored divisions. Weapons such as the
German Panzerfaust and Panzerschreck proved to be highly effective against
Soviet tanks. These portable anti-tank rocket launchers gave infantry units the
ability to engage and destroy enemy tanks with relative ease.
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The Soviet Response

The Soviet Union, on the other hand, was faced with the colossal task of
countering the German tanks, which were technologically superior. To overcome
this challenge, the Soviets developed their own ingenious anti-tank weaponry.
The famous T-34 tank, with its sloped armor and powerful gun, became a
nightmare for the Axis forces. Additionally, the Soviets also utilized mass-
produced anti-tank rifles, such as the PTRS-41, which were effective in disabling
tanks or rendering them immobile.

Tactics and Strategies

Both sides employed various tactics to gain an upper hand in anti-tank warfare.
The Germans, known for their superior organization and discipline, implemented
the concept of combined arms tactics. This strategy involved close coordination
between infantry units, tanks, and anti-tank guns to create a formidable defense
against enemy armor. The Soviets, on the other hand, relied on their numerical
superiority and a more aggressive approach, often launching large-scale
offensives to overwhelm and outflank enemy tank divisions.
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The battles on the Eastern Front witnessed some of the most brutal tank
encounters in history. Anti-tank units played a pivotal role in deciding the outcome
of these battles. The ability to effectively counter enemy tanks often determined
the success or failure of large-scale operations. Furthermore, this intense tank
warfare on the Eastern Front pushed technological advancements in armored
vehicles and anti-tank weapons, shaping the future of warfare for generations to
come.

While the Eastern Front is often overshadowed by other theaters of war during
World War II, the role of anti-tank warfare cannot be underestimated. The
relentless battles, the clever tactics, and the ingenuity of both sides have left an
indelible mark on military history. Understanding the challenges faced and the
strategies employed during this period contributes to our appreciation of the
sacrifices made by those who fought in the harsh conditions of the Eastern Front.
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Red Army anti-tank gunners offer vivid accounts of their World War II combat
experiences.
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From the cold and hunger of the Leningrad front to the clinging mud of the Korsun
operation, from the gates of Moscow in 1941 to Vienna and Berlin in 1945, the
recollections of these anti-tank gunners cover the vast expanses of the Eastern
Front.
 
The vivid personal narratives selected for this book give a fascinating insight into
the firsthand experience of anti-tank warfare seventy-five years ago. Their
testimony reveals how lethal, rapid, small-scale actions, gun against tank, were
fought, and it shows how such isolated actions determined the outcome of the
massive offensives and counter-offensives that characterized the struggle on the
Eastern Front. They recall the hazards, confusion, and speed of combat, but they
also provide details of the day-to-day routines of campaign life as part of a small,
tightly knit team of men whose task was to take on the most feared tank armies of
the day.
 
Panzer Killers is a valuable addition to this series of graphic eyewitness accounts
of every aspect of the Red Army’s war on the Eastern Front published by Pen &
Sword. It records the contribution of one of the neglected branches of the Soviet
armed forces—the anti-tank men who played a vital role in the complex military
machine that stemmed the Germans’ advance, then forced them back to Berlin.
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