
The Untold Story of Courage: Tank Crews in
the 1990-91 Gulf War

The Beginning of the Gulf War

The 1990-91 Gulf War, also known as the Persian Gulf War, was a conflict
between Iraq and a coalition of 35 nations led by the United States. It started on
August 2, 1990, when Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait, resulting in a swift and
decisive response from the international community.

The Role of Tank Crews in the Conflict

One of the most critical aspects of the Gulf War was the use of tanks, which
played a vital role in the ground offensive against Iraqi forces. Tank crews were
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tasked with navigating hostile environments, engaging enemy forces, and
providing support to ground troops.
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The Experience of Tank Crews

Life as a tank crew member during the Gulf War was not for the faint-hearted.
Crews faced extreme conditions, both physically and mentally. Operating in the
desert presented its own challenges, with scorching heat during the day and
bone-chilling temperatures during the night.

The cramped interiors of tanks were filled with a mixture of adrenaline and
tension, as crews operated in close quarters for extended periods. Dust and sand
filters barely managed to keep out the fine particles constantly swirling outside
the tanks.

The Psychological Toll
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The constant threat of enemy fire and ambushes took a toll on the mental well-
being of tank crews. The fear of facing anti-tank weaponry and improvised
explosive devices heightened their anxiety. Day after day, tank crews had to be
on high alert, ready to face any new challenge thrown their way.

Despite the psychological strain, these brave men and women pressed on,
knowing that their mission was critical to the success of the coalition forces.

The Bond Among Crew Members

The intense and high-pressure environment of the Gulf War forged strong bonds
among tank crew members. Trust and camaraderie were essential for survival
and success on the battlefield.

Crew members relied on each other to operate the tank effectively, communicate
efficiently, and make split-second decisions. The relationships built within tank
crews were based on a deep level of trust, as their lives often depended on the
competence and support of their fellow crew members.

The Triumphs and Tragedies

The Gulf War was full of triumphs and tragedies for tank crews. They celebrated
successful engagements, where their armored might proved instrumental in
neutralizing enemy positions. Yet, they also mourned fallen comrades and
grieved for the lives lost in combat.

Many tank crews faced the devastating reality of witnessing the destruction and
devastation brought about by modern warfare. The toll it took on their emotional
well-being was immeasurable.

The Aftermath: Recognizing the Sacrifices



As the Gulf War came to an end in 1991, the tank crews returned home, forever
changed by their experiences. Many faced a lifelong battle with post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD) and other psychological wounds.

It is crucial to highlight and recognize the sacrifices made by these brave men
and women. Their valor and dedication to the mission in the face of danger
should never be forgotten.

In

The unsung heroes of the Gulf War, tank crews, played a vital role in the conflict.
They faced extreme conditions, psychological strain, and the constant threat of
enemy fire. Yet, their courage, resilience, and unwavering camaraderie ensured
the success of the coalition forces.

We owe a debt of gratitude to these brave men and women who risked their lives
to protect freedom and uphold justice. The untold story of tank crews during the
1990-91 Gulf War should serve as a reminder of the sacrifices made by those on
the front lines of history.
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This is the story of a tank crew and tank troop in a modern war, a type of ‘Modern
Fury” of Brad Pitt fame. The Gulf War of 1990-91 was probably the last major
deployment of arms by the UK on such a scale and a larger gathering of armour
than the Battle of Kursk in WW II. A personal account of the Gulf War 1990-91
and the liberation of Kuwait & Operation Desert Storm / Operation Granby by a
Troop Leader in a front line tank squadron. B Squadron The 14/20th Kings
Hussars, 4th Armoured Brigade, 1 British Division.Forward by General Sir
Richard Shirreff.
"What I liked most about this book was how natural it was, no striving for heroics,
none of the bullshit so common amoung war memoirs: Just good, plain down to
earth stuff devoid of modern spin: - John Hollands Author of 'The Dead, the dying
and the damned'.
"Written with feeling especially the spirit of comradeship , which has to be
experienced to be understood" Alan Orpin D-Day Veteran.
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