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The Rise of Saddam Hussein

One of the most significant events in Irag's political history was the rise of
Saddam Hussein. Dawisha's groundbreaking research uncovers the intricacies of
how Hussein manipulated the political system to consolidate his power. From his
involvement in the Ba'ath Party to his ruthless suppression of opposition, Dawisha

reveals the dark side of Hussein's regime.

The Iran-lraq War

Dawisha's analysis also sheds light on the Iran-lraq War, a conflict that lasted for
eight years and had far-reaching consequences not only for Iraq but for the whole
region. This war, which was driven by Hussein's desire for power and territorial
expansion, resulted in massive casualties and economic devastation. Through his
meticulous research, Dawisha dissects the political motivations and strategies

that fueled this prolonged and devastating conflict.
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The Invasion of Kuwait and the First Gulf War

In 1990, Iraq shocked the world when it invaded Kuwait, resulting in the First Gulf

War. Dawisha's comprehensive account of this event provides an in-depth
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understanding of the political dynamics that led to this act of aggression. He
explores Hussein's dictatorial tendencies and his expansionist ambitions, which

ultimately led to a coalition of international forces driving Iraq out of Kuwait.

The Fall of Saddam Hussein

Dawisha's poignant research also covers the events leading up to the fall of
Saddam Hussein's regime. He unveils the geopolitical maneuverings of
international powers, as well as the internal dissent and uprisings that paved the
way for Hussein's eventual downfall. Through his analysis, Dawisha highlights the

complex political landscape that emerged following Hussein's capture.

Post-Hussein Iraq: Challenges and Hope

The story of Irag's political history does not end with the fall of Saddam Hussein.
Dawisha's research extends into the post-Hussein era, exploring the challenges
faced by Iraq as it navigates new frontiers of democracy and stability. From
sectarian tensions to political corruption, Dawisha provides a nuanced

perspective on the obstacles that Irag must overcome to secure a brighter future.

Adeed Dawisha's exploration of Irag's political history is a riveting journey into the
shadows of power, oppression, and hope. His research uncovers the untold
stories and unveils the complex dynamics that have shaped the country. Iraqg's
political history is far more nuanced and multifaceted than what meets the eye,
and Dawisha's work serves as a testament to the importance of delving deeper

into the narratives that often go untold.
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With each day that passed after the 2003 invasion, the United States seemed to
sink deeper in the treacherous quicksand of Iraq's social discord, floundering in
the face of deep ethno-sectarian divisions that have impeded the creation of a
viable state and the molding of a unified Iraqi identity. Yet as Adeed Dawisha
shows in this superb political history, the story of a fragile and socially fractured

Iraq did not begin with the American-led invasion--it is as old as Iraq itself.

Dawisha traces the history of the Iraqi state from its inception in 1921 following
the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and up to the present day. He demonstrates
how from the very beginning Iraqg's ruling elites sought to unify this ethnically
diverse and politically explosive society by developing state governance, fostering
democratic institutions, and forging a national identity. Dawisha, who was born
and raised in lraq, gives rare insight into this culturally rich but chronically divided
nation, drawing on a wealth of Arabic and Western sources to describe the
fortunes and calamities of a state that was assembled by the British in the wake
of World War | and which today faces what may be the most serious threat to

survival that it has ever known.
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Featuring Dawisha's insightful new afterword on recent political developments,

Iraq is required reading for anyone seeking to make sense of what's going on in

Iraq today, and why it has been so difficult to create a viable government there.
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When we think of Iraq, the first thoughts that come to mind are often
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this nation's political...
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