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Lancashire County Cricket Club witnessed a period of unparalleled success and

glory between 1989 and 1996. This article delves into the untold story of how

Lancashire CCC achieved great heights, dominated the cricketing world, and left

an indelible mark on the history of the sport.

The Rise of Lancashire: 1989-1992

When the 1989 season began, Lancashire CCC was a team in transition.

However, they quickly developed a reputation for producing young talents who

showcased immense potential and determination. This period marked the rise of

iconic players like Mike Atherton, Neil Fairbrother, and Wasim Akram, who played

pivotal roles in shaping the team's success.
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Their instrumental performances helped Lancashire CCC clinch the Benson &

Hedges Cup in 1990, followed by the NatWest Trophy in 1990 and 1992. These

victories not only boosted the team's morale but also asserted their dominance

over domestic cricket.
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The Ashes Hero: Wasim Akram's Impact

One cannot discuss Lancashire CCC's golden era without highlighting the

extraordinary contributions of the legendary Wasim Akram. The Pakistani all-

rounder became a force to be reckoned with, taking the cricketing world by storm

with his deadly accurate swing bowling and explosive batting skills.

Akram's presence and dominance on the field played a significant role in

Lancashire CCC's success during this period. He not only helped secure crucial

victories but also inspired his teammates to strive for greatness. Akram's

exceptional performance in the 1991 Ashes series against England further

elevated his status and solidified his place as one of Lancashire's greatest assets.

County Championship Triumph: 1995

The pinnacle of Lancashire CCC's success during this era came in the form of the

County Championship triumph in 1995. After 60 long years, Lancashire CCC

lifted the coveted trophy, bringing immense joy to their loyal supporters. It was a

testament to the team's resilience, teamwork, and unwavering determination to

rewrite history.

Under the inspiring leadership of Mike Watkinson, Lancashire CCC displayed

outstanding cricketing skills throughout the season. The likes of Atherton,

Fairbrother, Akram, and others played a crucial role in securing vital victories and

maintaining the team's dominance.

Unforgettable Rivalries: Lancashire Derby and Battle of the Roses

One cannot discuss Lancashire CCC's golden era without mentioning the intense

rivalries they had with neighboring teams, particularly Yorkshire CCC. The

Lancashire Derby and the Battle of the Roses encounters were eagerly

anticipated by fans and always lived up to the expectations.



The fierce rivalry between Lancashire CCC and Yorkshire CCC added an extra

element of excitement to the games, showcasing the true spirit of cricket. These

matches created unforgettable moments and were often filled with drama,

passion, and nail-biting finishes.

The End of an Era: 1996

As the 1996 season approached, the golden era of Lancashire CCC began

drawing to a close. The departure of key players like Atherton and Akram,

coupled with injuries to other vital team members, gradually weakened the team's

stronghold.

Despite their best efforts, Lancashire CCC couldn't replicate their previous glory,

finishing the season without major silverware. However, the legacy they left

behind and the memories they created will forever be etched in the hearts of

cricket fans worldwide.

The story of Lancashire County Cricket Club between 1989 and 1996

encapsulates the triumphs, rivalries, and unforgettable moments that defined this

golden era. Their dominance in domestic cricket, the rise of legends like Mike

Atherton and Wasim Akram, and their ultimate County Championship victory

showcased the true spirit of Lancashire CCC.

Though the golden era eventually came to an end, the lasting impact of

Lancashire CCC's achievements during this period will always be remembered

and celebrated. Their story serves as an inspiration for future generations,

reminding them that with dedication, talent, and a united team, anything is

possible in the world of cricket.
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It's Raining Bats and Pads: The Story of Lancashire County Cricket Club 1988-

1996 vividly captures the sporting and cultural landscape of the late 1980s to mid-

90s, and shows the sea change between then and now. It's a romantic jaunt

through the halcyon days of Mike Atherton, Neil Fairbrother and Wasim Akram as

seen through the eyes of the author, who as a child and young adult lived through

that era. It harks back to the glory days of lazy linseed summers when life was

much simpler, time was not strictly of the essence and kids had to entertain

themselves. Although primarily a tale of Lancashire's success on the field -

punctuated by some lively spectator incidents at the grounds - the book also

explores broader societal questions. Is the game in a better place now? Has the

standard of cricket improved? Has freedom of choice caused the game's

popularity to fall among the young? And is the Hundred an allegory for a society

that simply can't wait for better?
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