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The Civil War in America remains one of the most significant events in the
country's history. At the center of this war was General Robert E. Lee and his
Confederate army, who played a crucial role in shaping the outcome of the
conflict. Despite their eventual defeat, Lee and his army left an indelible mark on
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American history. In this article, we will delve deep into the untold story of Lee
and his army in Confederate history during the Civil War, shedding light on their
strategies, battles, and enduring legacy.

Lee's Military Genius

General Robert E. Lee, a distinguished military tactician, led the Confederate
Army of Northern Virginia during the Civil War. Despite being outnumbered and
outgunned, Lee's brilliance on the battlefield brought hope to the Confederate
forces. His ability to anticipate the Union Army's moves and adapt strategies
accordingly contributed immensely to Confederate successes, particularly in the
early years of the war.
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One of Lee's greatest achievements was the Battle of Chancellorsville in 1863.
Outnumbered by almost two to one, Lee devised a bold plan that resulted in a
stunning Confederate victory. He split his army in the face of a much larger Union
force, allowing them to outflank and defeat the enemy. This strategic triumph
showcased Lee's mastery of military tactics and his unwavering confidence in his
army.
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Key Battles and Turning Points

Lee and his army were involved in numerous key battles throughout the Civil War.
These battles not only shaped the outcome of the war but also highlighted the
skill and determination of Lee and his men.

The Battle of Gettysburg: Considered one of the most significant battles of the
Civil War, the Battle of Gettysburg took place from July 1 to July 3, 1863. Lee's
army launched an assault on the Union forces, hoping to break the stalemate and
gain a decisive victory. However, despite initial successes, the Confederate army
was ultimately repelled, and over 28,000 soldiers were killed, wounded, or
missing. The defeat at Gettysburg turned the tide of the war in favor of the Union
and dealt a severe blow to Lee's army.

The Appomattox Campaign: In 1865, Lee faced increasing pressure as the
Union Army relentlessly pursued his forces. The Appomattox Campaign marked
the final stages of the war, culminating in the surrender of Lee and the
Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. On April 9, 1865, at the Appomattox Court
House, Lee made the difficult decision to lay down his arms, thus ending the
Confederacy and the Civil War.

The Legacy of Lee and His Army

The role of Lee and his army in Confederate history and the Civil War continues
to be a subject of debate and analysis. Their strategic brilliance and unwavering
dedication have left a lasting legacy that cannot be ignored.

While the Confederate cause for which Lee fought is widely criticized today, it is
essential to acknowledge the complexity of the era and the motivations of those
involved. Lee, a man torn between loyalty to his home state of Virginia and his



duty to the United States, made choices that demonstrated his commitment to
what he believed was right.

Lee's military genius and the efforts of his army ensured that the Civil War lasted
for four long and brutal years. The Union Army faced formidable opponents and
sustained heavy losses. Despite their ultimate defeat, Lee and his army deserve
recognition for their determination, bravery, and contribution to American history.
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Lee and his Confederate Army played a pivotal role in the history of the Civil War
in America. Their military strategies, courage, and dedication left an indelible
mark on the nation. Although the Confederate cause has rightly faced scrutiny,
acknowledging the skill and strategic brilliance of Lee and his army is crucial in
understanding the complexity of the era and the lasting impact of their actions. It
is through a detailed study of Lee and his army that we can truly appreciate the
multifaceted nature of the Civil War and its significance in shaping America's
history.
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Was Robert E. Lee a gifted soldier whose only weaknesses lay in the depth of his
loyalty to his troops, affection for his lieutenants, and dedication to the cause of
the Confederacy? Or was he an ineffective leader and poor tactician whose
reputation was drastically inflated by early biographers and Lost Cause
apologists? These divergent characterizations represent the poles between which
scholarly and popular opinion on Lee has swung over time. Now, in eight essays,
Gary Gallagher offers his own refined thinking on Lee, exploring the relationship
between Lee's operations and Confederate morale, the quality of his generalship,
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and the question of how best to handle his legacy in light of the many distortions
that grew out of Lost Cause historiography.

Using a host of contemporary sources, Gallagher demonstrates the remarkable
faith that soldiers and citizens maintained in Lee's leadership even after his
army's fortunes had begun to erode. Gallagher also engages aspects of the Lee
myth with an eye toward how admirers have insisted that their hero's faults as a
general represented exaggerations of his personal virtues. Finally, Gallagher
considers whether it is useful--or desirable--to separate legitimate Lost Cause
arguments from the transparently false ones relating to slavery and secession.
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