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Breathless

The Prelude to Revolution: 1763-1765

When we think of the American Revolution, we often jump straight to the battles
and heroes that shaped the nation. But the truth is, the seeds of revolution were
sown long before the first shots were fired. Let's take a journey back in time to

explore the years of 1763-1775, a period filled with tension, resistance, and the

inevitable coming of revolution.

The Aftermath of the French and Indian War (1754-1763)

The year 1763 marked the end of the costly French and Indian War, a conflict that
had left Britain in significant debt. In an effort to recoup their losses, the British
government decided to impose new taxes and tighten control over the American

colonies. This decision would soon ignite the flame of revolution.

First came the Sugar Act of 1764, followed by the Stamp Act of 1765. These acts
not only burdened the American colonists with taxes, but also infringed upon their
rights and liberties. The colonists, who had grown accustomed to a large degree

of self-governance, fiercely opposed these measures and embarked on a journey

to assert their independence.
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The Birth of Revolutionary Organizations

As the tensions between Britain and the colonies escalated, a new wave of
organizations emerged to coordinate resistance efforts. The Sons of Liberty, led
by prominent figures such as Samuel Adams and John Hancock, became

instrumental in mobilizing the colonists against British oppression.

It was during this time that the famous slogan "No taxation without
representation" became a rallying cry for the American patriots. They argued that
they should not be subject to taxes imposed by a government in which they had

no voice. The stage was set for a revolution.

The Road to Revolution: 1766-1773
The Repeal of the Stamp Act and the Declaratory Act

Under intense pressure from the American colonies, the British government was
forced to repeal the highly controversial Stamp Act in 1766. However, they also
passed the Declaratory Act, which asserted their authority to pass laws binding
upon the colonies "in all cases whatsoever". This move would foreshadow more

conflict to come.
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The Townshend Acts and the Boston Massacre

In an attempt to assert their control and generate revenue, the British government
passed the Townshend Acts in 1767. These acts imposed taxes on various
imported goods, including tea, glass, and paper. Once again, the colonists

responded with unity and resistance.

The tension reached its peak on March 5, 1770, when a clash between British
soldiers and American colonists resulted in what is now known as the Boston
Massacre. Several colonists lost their lives, fueling the flames of revolution and

the desire for self-governance.

The Point of No Return: 1774-1775
The Intolerable Acts and the First Continental Congress

In response to the Boston Tea Party, where colonists dumped tea into the Boston
Harbor to protest the Tea Act, the British government passed a series of punitive
measures known as the Intolerable Acts. These acts effectively closed the port of

Boston and placed Massachusetts under martial law.

Enraged by these harsh measures, representatives from twelve of the thirteen
colonies gathered in Philadelphia in September 1774 for the First Continental
Congress. This congress sought to unite the colonies and devise strategies to

address their grievances with the British government.

The Shot Heard Round the World: Lexington and Concord

As tensions continued to rise, the colonists' determination for independence grew
stronger. On April 19, 1775, the first shots of the American Revolution were fired
in the small towns of Lexington and Concord. These battles marked the beginning

of a long and arduous war for liberty.



The Legacy of the Revolution

The American Revolution, which officially spanned from 1775 to 1783, led to the
birth of a new nation founded on the principles of liberty and self-governance. The
events that unfolded between 1763 and 1775 were a crucial prelude to this

revolution, shaping the mindset and determination of the American colonists.

As we reflect on this period in history, let us remember the sacrifices and
resilience of those who fought for independence. The coming of the revolution
was a turning point that would forever alter the course of history, leaving an

indelible mark on the world.

Sources:

» https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/causes-of-the-american-

revolution
= https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Revolution

» https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/teacher-

guides/revolutionary-stories/the-coming-of-the-american-revolution/



The Coming of the Revolution, 1763-1775

by Lawrence Henry Gipson (Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 13389 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 453 pages

DOWNLOAD E-BOOK PDE

A short history of the "rise of that historical movement which culminates in

American secession from the British Empire. Includes descriptions of the
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individual colonies and their characteristics.”

“Professor Gipson’s magisterial narrative of the Revolutionary movement within
the thirteen American colonies meets both the special needs of the editors and
the high standards of the author—an achievement that is not, as we have learned
from other books in other series, the easiest thing in the scholarly world to bring
off successfully. Out of the massive rock of this knowledge and understanding of
the British Empire in America, he has carved a gem of descriptive narration and
reflective judgment. The Coming of the Revolution is ‘pure Gipson,’ that is to say,
a book about early America that is documented with severity, written with clarity,
and marked by a measured, one might almost say Franklinian, affection for the
old Empire.”—CLINTON ROSSITER, The Annals of The American Academy for

Political and Social Science

“Like all his work, this bears all the marks of sound learning, just temper, and love
of truth and reality. This, surely, is the best short history of the rise of that
historical movement which culminates in American secession from the British
Empire.”—ROSS J. S. HOFFMAN, Fordham University
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