
The Untold Story of Yakubu Gowon's
Unwavering Faith In a United
Nigeria
Yakubu Gowon, a prominent figure in Nigerian history, served as the Head of

State of Nigeria from 1966 to 1975. During his tenure, he played a crucial role in

preserving the unity of Nigeria, which was facing immense challenges due to

regional differences, political unrest, and a civil war. Despite these hurdles,

Gowon's unwavering faith in a united Nigeria never wavered. This article will delve

into the untold story of Yakubu Gowon's remarkable dedication to preserving

Nigeria's unity.

Early Life and Rise to Power

Born on October 19, 1934, in Pankshin, Nigeria, Yakubu Gowon joined the

Nigerian Army in 1954 after completing his education. His remarkable leadership

skills quickly propelled him through the ranks, and in 1966, he became the

youngest person to hold the position of Head of State in Nigeria's history at the

age of 31.

The Threat to Nigeria's Unity

At the time Gowon assumed power, Nigeria was grappling with various

challenges that posed a severe threat to its unity. The country was deeply divided

along ethnic, religious, and regional lines, with tensions increasingly escalating.

Additionally, the secessionist movement led by Biafra in the eastern region

culminated in a brutal civil war, further exacerbating Nigeria's already fragile

situation.
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Gowon's Approach to Unify Nigeria

Despite the daunting circumstances he faced, Gowon embarked on a mission to

unite Nigeria and bring an end to the civil war. He believed that the strength of

Nigeria lay in its diversity and that fostering unity among its diverse population

was crucial for the country's progress and stability.

Gowon implemented various strategies to achieve this unity. He emphasized the

principle of "no victor, no vanquished" after the war, encouraging reconciliation

and forgiveness between the warring factions. He also introduced a policy of

national integration, promoting equal representation of all ethnic groups and

regions in key positions of power and decision-making.

Preserving Nigeria's Unity

Gowon's commitment to Nigeria's unity extended beyond his time in power. After

being ousted in a coup in 1975, he continued to dedicate himself to the cause of

national reconciliation and unity. He actively engaged in various initiatives aimed

at fostering peace and unity, both within Nigeria and internationally.
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Gowon founded the "Nigeria Prays" campaign, a faith-based movement that

promotes prayers and intercession for Nigeria's well-being. Through this initiative,

he aims to bring Nigerians together across religious lines and promote the values

of love, peace, and unity.

Legacy and Impact

Yakubu Gowon's unwavering faith in a united Nigeria has left a lasting impact on

the country's history. His commitment to national integration and reconciliation

has been instrumental in maintaining Nigeria's unity and preventing further

disintegration. Despite the challenges Nigeria continues to face, Gowon's legacy

serves as a reminder that a united, diverse nation is not only possible but

essential for progress and prosperity.

Yakubu Gowon's faith in a united Nigeria played a vital role in preserving the

country's unity during a time of immense turmoil and division. His strategic

leadership, commitment to reconciliation, and dedication to national integration

have had a lasting impact on Nigeria's history. As Nigeria continues to navigate its

path toward progress and unity, Gowon's lessons serve as an inspiration and

guideline for future leaders to follow.
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Yakuba Gowon was born in 1934 and became Head of State in Nigeria in

1966. After successfully commanding the armed forces of the Federal

Government during the Civil War 1967-70, he guided the reconstruction of the

country for a further five years. He was deposed in a coup in 1975.    First

Published in 1987. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa

company.
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