
The Untold Story of a Brave and Unsung Civil
War Cavalry Private - A Forgotten Hero!
Amidst the sprawling tales of generals and well-known heroes, the history books
often overlook the extraordinary lives of ordinary soldiers who played a significant
role in shaping the outcome of the American Civil War. In this article, we delve
deep into the forgotten biography of a courageous and dedicated Civil War
cavalry private, whose acts of heroism and sacrifice deserve a place in the annals
of history.

Early Life and Enlistment

Our unsung hero, whose name was Thomas Hartley, hailed from a small town in
Illinois. Born into a modest farming family, he grew up with a sense of duty and a
thirst for adventure. At the tender age of 18, Hartley made the decision to join the
Union Army, inspired by the tales of bravery and unity.

Enlisting in the cavalry, Hartley underwent rigorous training to prepare himself for
the challenges that awaited him on the battlefield. He quickly proved his mettle,
demonstrating exceptional horsemanship and marksmanship, which caught the
attention of his superiors.
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The Trials and Tribulations of War

As part of the cavalry, Hartley found himself entrenched in some of the fiercest
battles of the Civil War. His unit served in crucial military campaigns, including the
Battle of Gettysburg and Sherman's March to the Sea.

Through the trials and tribulations of war, Private Hartley witnessed the horrors
and hardships faced by soldiers on both sides. Despite the chaos and despair
reigning on the battlefield, his unwavering determination and commitment to his
fellow countrymen never wavered.

An Act of Courage and Sacrifice

It was during the Battle of Antietam that Private Hartley's true heroism shone
through. In the midst of a fierce skirmish, he spotted an injured fellow soldier from
the Confederate Army lying just a few yards away. Ignoring the risk to his own life,
Hartley dashed across the battlefield, dragging his comrade to safety amidst a
hail of bullets and shellfire.

This selfless act of compassion and bravery earned Hartley accolades from both
sides, transcending the boundaries of war. News of his remarkable feat spread
throughout the Union Army, and he was lauded as a true embodiment of the
values they fought for.

The Aftermath and Legacy

Following his heroic act, Private Hartley's contribution to the war effort did not go
unnoticed. He was promoted to the rank of corporal and later to sergeant for his
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exemplary leadership skills. However, the war had taken its toll on his physical
and mental well-being, and upon returning to civilian life, he struggled to readjust.

Despite his struggles, Hartley's dedication to serving others persisted, and he
spent the remainder of his life advocating for veterans' rights and supporting
those in need. His indomitable spirit and unwavering commitment to his
comrades became a source of inspiration for future generations.

We have delved into the forgotten biography of a truly remarkable individual,
Private Thomas Hartley, a brave cavalry soldier who risked his life for the ideals
he believed in. Through his extraordinary acts of heroism and unwavering
dedication, Hartley exemplified the indomitable spirit of countless forgotten
heroes of the Civil War. It is only through shedding light on these unsung
individuals that we can truly appreciate the immense sacrifice made by those who
fought for a cause greater than themselves.
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Rebel Correspondent is the true story of a young man who joined the
Confederate Army days after his eighteenth birthday and served bravely until the
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war ended. Wounded twice, he emerged a changed person. But he wasn't just a
returning veteran; he was also a writer.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, Arba F. Shaw was a fifty-seven-year-old
farmer. On a chilly December day in 1901, he put pen to paper to write his
memories of being a Rebel Private in the 4th Georgia Cavalry (Avery), C.S.A. He
completed writing his account in February 1902. His local newspaper, the Walker
County Messenger, in Lafayette, Georgia, published his account in more than fifty
articles from 1901 to 1903.

Then it was all but forgotten. Until Now.
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