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The Forgotten Heroes of the Civil War

The American Civil War, fought between 1861 and 1865, marked one of the

darkest chapters in American history. Among the countless regiments that fought

during this bloody conflict, none exemplified bravery, determination, and sacrifice

quite like the 22nd Michigan Infantry.

Mobilizing for the Cause

The 22nd Michigan Infantry was composed of brave volunteers from various

walks of life. As the country found itself divided, these men rallied together to

defend the Union. The unit was mustered into service on August 26, 1862, and

soon embarked on a journey that would test their mettle and reshape the course

of history.
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From Michigan to the South

After completing rigorous training in Michigan, the 22nd Michigan Infantry was

deployed to the front lines. Their journey down the Mississippi River, fraught with
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treacherous obstacles, set the tone for what was to come. War was no longer an

abstract concept but a grim reality.

The Siege of Vicksburg

Upon arriving in the south, the 22nd Michigan Infantry was thrown into the bloody

siege of Vicksburg. From May to July 1863, they endured merciless fighting,

disease, and harsh living conditions while besieging the Confederate stronghold.

Their unwavering resolve played a significant role in the ultimate Union victory.

The Battle of Chickamauga Beckons

Having secured a crucial victory at Vicksburg, the 22nd Michigan Infantry, battle-

hardened but far from defeated, received orders to join the Union forces gathering

near Chickamauga Creek in Georgia. This would prove to be their greatest test

yet.

Engaging the Enemy

On September 19, 1863, the battle of Chickamauga began. The 22nd Michigan

Infantry found themselves on the front lines, engaging Confederate soldiers in

fierce combat. Their steadfastness in the face of adversity inspired those around

them.

A Desperate Stand

As the battle raged on, the 22nd Michigan Infantry became isolated and

surrounded by enemy forces. With nowhere to retreat, they faced a dire situation.

Undeterred, the men rallied together, fiercely defending their position against

overwhelming odds.

Towards Victory



Despite being outnumbered and facing exhaustion, the 22nd Michigan Infantry

held their ground. Their determined resistance bought crucial time for the Union

forces to regroup and launch a counterattack. Their sacrifice was not in vain.

A Legacy Remembered

The heroic actions of the 22nd Michigan Infantry at Chickamauga Creek have not

been forgotten. Their unwavering dedication and courage serve as a reminder of

the profound sacrifices made during the Civil War. Their legacy lives on, etched

forever in the annals of American history.

The 22nd Michigan Infantry's journey to the Battle of Chickamauga was arduous

and filled with adversity. From their mobilization to their valiant stand against

Confederate forces, their story is one of immense bravery and resilience. Their

contributions to the Union cause played a significant role in shaping the outcome

of the Civil War. It is essential to honor and remember these forgotten heroes, for

their sacrifice should never be overlooked.
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Called upon to take a hill at the 1863 Battle of Chickamauga, the untested 22nd

Michigan Infantry helped to save General George H. Thomas' right flank. Formed

in 1862, the regiment witnessed slavery and encountered runaways in the border

state of Kentucky, faced near starvation during the siege of Chattanooga and

marched to Atlanta as General Thomas' provost guard.

This history explores the 22nd's day-to-day experiences in Kentucky, Tennessee

and Georgia. The author describes the challenges faced by volunteer farm boys,

shopkeepers, school teachers and lawyers as they faced death, disease and

starvation on battlefields and in Confederate prisons.
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