
The Untold Story of the Enduring Conflict
Between America and Al Qaeda That Shaped
the World
Since the fateful events of September 11, 2001, when the United States suffered
one of its deadliest terrorist attacks in history, the conflict between America and Al
Qaeda has dominated international headlines. This enduring conflict has had far-
reaching consequences, shaping the geopolitical landscape and dramatically
impacting the lives of countless individuals around the world. In this article, we
dive into the intricate details of this ongoing struggle, examining its origins,
evolution, and current state.

The Genesis: Rise of Al Qaeda

To understand the conflict, we must delve into the origins of Al Qaeda. Founded
in 1988 by Osama bin Laden, Al Qaeda emerged as an extremist Islamist group
with a mission to establish a pan-Islamic Caliphate. Bin Laden capitalized on
regional grievances and feelings of disenfranchisement among Muslims,
particularly in the Middle East, to recruit followers and spread his ideology. In the
early 1990s, Al Qaeda set its sights on targeting the United States due to its
military presence in the Arabian Peninsula and its support for Israel.

The 9/11 Attacks: A Game-Changer

The September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon marked
a turning point in the conflict between America and Al Qaeda. These coordinated
acts of terrorism stunned the world and propelled the United States into a global
war on terror. The subsequent invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 aimed to dismantle
Al Qaeda and topple the Taliban regime that harbored them. Osama bin Laden



became the most notorious face of international terrorism, leading to an intense
manhunt that spanned nearly a decade.
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Evolution and Expansion of Al Qaeda

Despite significant setbacks, Al Qaeda adapted and evolved. It decentralized its
leadership structure, allowing various affiliates to emerge across different regions.
These affiliates, such as Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and Al
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), became formidable threats not only to
local governments but also to Western interests. The conflict expanded beyond
Afghanistan, spreading to countries like Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and Somalia, making
it an even more complex and multi-faceted issue.

The American Response: The War on Terror

In response to the evolving threat, the United States embarked on a global 'War
on Terror.' This included military interventions, drone strikes, and intelligence
operations aimed at disrupting and dismantling Al Qaeda networks worldwide.
However, this response sparked controversy and debate, with critics pointing out
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the collateral damage, violations of human rights, and the unintended
consequences of these actions.

The Death of Osama bin Laden and Shifting Dynamics

In May 2011, nearly ten years after the 9/11 attacks, US Special Forces located
and killed Osama bin Laden in a covert operation in Pakistan. While his death
was a significant blow to Al Qaeda, it did not mean the end of the conflict. New
leaders emerged, and the group's ideology continued to inspire and influence
individuals both locally and globally. Furthermore, the rise of ISIS, a splinter group
that broke away from Al Qaeda, added another layer of complexity to the ongoing
conflict.

The Current State of the Conflict

Today, the conflict between America and Al Qaeda persists, albeit in a different
form. While Al Qaeda has lost some of its former prominence, it remains a
resilient and adaptable organization, continuously reinventing itself to survive.
The United States, along with its allies, continues to combat this threat,
employing a combination of military, intelligence, and diplomatic efforts. However,
the conflict is not limited to these two parties alone. It intersects with broader
geopolitical tensions, sectarian divides, and regional power struggles, further
complicating the path towards resolution.

The enduring conflict between America and Al Qaeda is a complex and
multifaceted issue that has left an indelible mark on the world. It has shaped
global politics, impacted countless lives, and forced nations to reevaluate their
security measures. While progress has been made, the fight remains far from
over. Understanding the origins, evolution, and current state of this conflict is
crucial for developing effective strategies to counter the threat posed by Al Qaeda



and its affiliates. Only through analysis, dialogue, and international cooperation
can we hope to bring an end to this enduring conflict.
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TEN YEARS HAVE PASSED since the shocking attacks on the World Trade
Center, and after seven years of conflict, the last U.S. combat troops left Iraq—
only to move into Afghanistan, where the ten-year-old fight continues: the war on
terror rages with no clear end in sight. In The Longest War Peter Bergen offers a
comprehensive history of this war and its evolution, from the strategies devised in
the wake of the 9/11 attacks to the fighting in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and beyond.
Unlike any other book on this subject, here Bergen tells the story of this shifting
war’s failures and successes from the perspectives of both the United States and
al-Qaeda and its allies. He goes into the homes of al-Qaeda members, rooting
into the source of their devotion to terrorist causes, and spends time in the offices
of the major players shaping the U.S. strategic efforts in the region. At a time
when many are frustrated or fatigued with what has become an enduring
multigenerational conflict, this book will provide an illuminating narrative that not
only traces the arc of the fight but projects its likely future.
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Weaving together internal documents from al-Qaeda and the U.S. offices of
counterterrorism, first-person interviews with top-level jihadists and senior
Washington officials, along with his own experiences on the ground in the Middle
East, Bergen balances the accounts of each side, revealing how al-Qaeda has
evolved since 9/11 and the specific ways the U.S. government has responded in
the ongoing fight.

Bergen also uncovers the strategic errors committed on both sides—the way that
al-Qaeda’s bold attack on the United States on 9/11 actually undermined its
objective and caused the collapse of the Taliban and the destruction of the
organization’s safe haven in Afghanistan, and how al-Qaeda is actually losing the
war of ideas in the Muslim world. The book also shows how the United States
undermined its moral position in this war with its actions at Guantánamo and
coercive interrogations—including the extraordinary rendition of Abu Omar, who
was kidnapped by the CIA in Milan in 2003 and was tortured for four years in
Egyptian prisons; his case represents the first and only time that CIA officials
have been charged and convicted of the crime of kidnapping.

In examining other strategic blunders the United States has committed, Bergen
offers a scathing critique of the Clinton and Bush administrations’ inability to
accurately assess and counter the al-Qaeda threat, Bush’s deeply misguided
reasons for invading Iraq—including the story of how the invasion was launched
based, in part, on the views of an obscure academic who put forth theories about
Iraq’s involvement with al-Qaeda—and the Obama administration’s efforts in
Afghanistan.

At a critical moment in world history The Longest War provides the definitive
account of the ongoing battle against terror.
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