
The Untold Story of the Last Stand of the
Glorious Glosters Campaign 328 – Heroes
Defying All Odds!
The Battle of Imjin River

The Battle of Imjin River, famously known as the Last Stand of the Glorious
Glosters Campaign 328, was a pivotal event during the Korean War. This battle
displayed extraordinary valor and unmatched determination by a small British
battalion against massive enemy forces. Let's dive into the heroic tale of these
brave soldiers and their unforgettable resistance.

The Setting

In April 1951, the British 29th Infantry Brigade, which included the 1st Battalion
Gloucestershire Regiment (The Glosters), was tasked with defending a vital pass
along the Imjin River in Korea. The Glosters, led by Lieutenant Colonel James
Carne, were positioned on a narrow hillside surrounded by steep valleys, making
their position vulnerable to enemy attacks.

The Chinese Offensive

On April 22, 1951, under the cover of darkness, the Chinese People's Volunteer
Army launched a massive assault against the British positions. Overwhelmed by
sheer numbers, the Glosters found themselves heavily outnumbered. Still, they
refused to surrender and fought ferociously to hold their ground.
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The Last Stand

Despite being severely outnumbered, the Glosters showed unwavering
determination and courage. Fighting with their backs against the wall, these brave
soldiers held off the enemy for three intense and grueling days. The strength of
their defense and their refusal to retreat earned them the title of the "Glorious
Glosters."

The Glosters endured constant enemy assaults, with Chinese troops launching
wave after wave of attacks. The British soldiers fought using every weapon and
ammunition available to them, but their supplies were running out, and
reinforcements were unable to reach them due to the Chinese blockade.

Food and water were scarce, and the Glosters had to rely on their resilience and
resourcefulness to survive. They fought during the day and took shelter in
freezing temperatures during sleepless nights, enduring hunger, exhaustion, and
the loss of their comrades. Nonetheless, their spirits remained unbroken.

Counterattack and Reinforcement
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On the fourth day of the battle, as the Glosters' situation seemed dire, a
counterattack led by the British Commonwealth Division commenced. This
counterattack, supported by air strikes, successfully broke through the Chinese
lines, allowing a vital supply convoy to reach the Glosters.

The arrival of supplies and reinforcements reinvigorated the Glosters, who
continued their resistance against the Chinese forces. Despite suffering heavy
casualties, they managed to repel multiple enemy attacks, proving their
unwavering determination and bravery in the face of adversity.

The Aftermath

The Last Stand of the Glorious Glosters proved to be a symbolic and heroic
moment in the Korean War. Their resistance became a source of inspiration and
pride for the British troops, and their story resonated around the world.

Although the Glosters' defense allowed the majority of the British forces to
withdraw safely, it came at a great cost. The battalion suffered significant
casualties, with over 70% of its soldiers either killed, wounded, or missing in
action.

The Legacy

The Last Stand of the Glorious Glosters is remembered as a testament to the
courage, determination, and self-sacrifice of these heroic soldiers. Their
unwavering spirit lives on as a shining example of the human will to fight against
all odds in defense of freedom and justice.

Today, the bravery of the Glosters is commemorated through numerous
memorials, documentaries, and books. Their remarkable story continues to



enlighten future generations about the horrors of war and the heroism displayed
by ordinary men in extraordinary circumstances.

The Last Stand of the Glorious Glosters in Campaign 328 was an epic battle that
showcases the extraordinary courage and resilience of the British soldiers during
the Korean War. Their unwavering determination in the face of overwhelming
odds has left an indelible mark in the pages of history and serves as a lasting
tribute to their bravery. Their heroic stand will forever be remembered as one of
the great acts of valor in military history.
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After China's November 1950 intervention in the war and the subsequent battle of
the Chosin Reservoir, UN forces faced a new onslaught in the spring of 1951 with
over 350,000 veteran troops attacking along the Imjin River. The US 3rd Infantry
Division took the brunt of the attack along with the attached British 29th Infantry
Brigade which included the Gloucestershire Regiment (the “Glosters”). The heroic
defence of the American and British forces would pass into legend, most
especially the doomed effort of the Glosters, as they sought to buy time for the
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rest of the UN forces to regroup and organise an effective defence of Seoul, the
South Korean capital city. Featuring full colour commissioned artwork, maps and
first-hand accounts, this is the compelling story of one of the most epic clashes of
the Korean War.
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