
The Untold Story of the Legendary
75th Infantry Division: The Last
Heroes of World War II
World War II is engraved in history as the deadliest and most catastrophic war to

have ever occurred. Countless heroes fought and sacrificed their lives during this

unparalleled conflict, and their stories continue to inspire us today. Among the

valiant divisions that emerged during this era, the 75th Infantry Division earned a

special place for its unwavering courage, resilience, and determination. In this

article, we unveil the remarkable journey of the last infantry division of World War

II, highlighting their heroic deeds and emphasizing their indispensable

contribution to the ultimate victory.

Formation and Training

The 75th Infantry Division, also known as the "Diagonal Division" due to their

insignia, was activated on 15 April 1943, during the height of the war. After

undergoing rigorous training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, the division was

composed of three regiments: the 290th, 291st, and 292nd Infantry. Under the

command of Major General Ray E. Porter, this division was tasked with the

daunting responsibility of liberating Europe from Nazi tyranny.

European Campaign

Entering the European theater in November 1944, the 75th Infantry Division

spearheaded its military campaign in Western Europe with unparalleled bravery

and tenacity. From the brutal Battle of the Bulge to the liberation of some of the

most notorious concentration camps, these unsung heroes faced unimaginable

horrors while demonstrating their unwavering commitment to freedom and justice.
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Battle of the Bulge

The Battle of the Bulge marked one of the deadliest and most challenging battles

on the Western Front. As the German forces launched a surprise offensive in the

Ardennes forest, the 75th Infantry Division stood firm to defend against the

enemy's advance. Despite being outnumbered and facing harsh winter

conditions, these brave soldiers not only halted the German advance but also

launched a counteroffensive, playing a crucial role in turning the tide of the battle.

Concentration Camp Liberations

With their indomitable spirit, the soldiers of the 75th Infantry Division played a

significant part in liberating several concentration camps, including the infamous

Buchenwald and Dachau. Witnessing the horrific conditions under which

prisoners were held, they continued to push forward, ensuring safety, comfort,

and aid to those who had suffered unimaginable horrors.

Celebrated Victories and Honors
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The 75th Infantry Division etched their name in history with remarkable victories

and valor on the battlefield. Their exceptional efforts during the Battle of the Bulge

earned them the prestigious Presidential Unit Citation, a testament to their

unparalleled bravery. They also received numerous individual decorations,

including Purple Hearts and Silver Stars, for their outstanding service and selfless

sacrifice.

Legacy and Commemoration

As the last infantry division of World War II, the 75th Infantry Division's legacy

lives on through the tales of heroism and the memories of those who served.

Their contributions remain indelible, reminding us of the unimaginable sacrifices

made by these brave men to secure peace, freedom, and democracy. Today, their

legacy is preserved through memorials, museums, and various events that honor

their courage and recognize their pivotal role in the Allied victory.

The 75th Infantry Division undoubtedly represents the epitome of heroism and

sacrifice during World War II. Their contribution to the ultimate triumph over evil

forces should never be forgotten. The last infantry division's untold story unfolds a

chapter of bravery, resilience, and ultimate victory, reminding us that even in the

darkest times, the human spirit can persevere and triumph against all odds.
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This chronicle of the 106th Infantry Division follows the unit into the Battle of the

Bulge and recounts the stories of GIs who fought—even after capture.

 

On December 16, 1944, as the European conflict of World War II was reaching its

climax at the Battle of the Bulge, the 106th Infantry Division was fresh, green, and

right in the pathway of the Fifth German Army. Warriors of the 106th chronicles

the movements and combat operations of this significant unit while sharing

individual stories of the heroism and sacrifice of these young Americans in the

face of overwhelming odds.

 

From this division alone, 6,800 men were taken prisoner. But their stories didn’t

end there. For the ones who miraculously escaped, there was a battle to fight.

With remarkable courage, they survived debilitating weather conditions and

fought a determined enemy with superior numbers. And despite all adversity, they

eventually prevailed.

 

One 106th GI waged his own personal war using guerilla tactics that caused

serious consternation amongst the German troops. Another GI’s main concern

was recovering his clean underwear. These stories are heartwarming,

heartbreaking, nerve-wracking, and compelling. Warriors of the 106th puts

readers on the front lines and in the stalags during the final months of WWII.
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