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The Rise of Alexander The Great

Alexander The Great, the legendary Macedonian king, is widely known for his

exceptional military skill and leadership. His empire stretched from Greece to

Egypt and as far east as India, making him one of the most successful

conquerors in history. But behind the glory and fame, there was a fierce war

fought to maintain and expand his vast empire.



The Wars of Succession

After Alexander's sudden death in 323 BC, his empire was left without a clear

successor, leading to a power vacuum that ignited a series of conflicts known as

the Wars of Succession. Alexander's generals, commanders, and family

members fought fiercely to claim their shares of power and control. These battles

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/rBbrq/Dividing-the-Spoils-The-War-for-Alexander-the-Greats-Empire-Ancient-Warfare-and-Civilization.pdf


not only determined the fate of the empire but also shaped the future of ancient

warfare and civilization.

Dividing the Spoils: The War for Alexander the

Great's Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization)

by Robin Waterfield (Illustrated Edition, Kindle Edition)

4.4 out of 5

Language : English

File size : 3587 KB

Text-to-Speech : Enabled

Screen Reader : Supported

Enhanced typesetting : Enabled

Word Wise : Enabled

Print length : 304 pages

Lending : Enabled

The Diadochi: Alexander's Successors

The main contenders in the Wars of Succession were Alexander's most trusted

generals and commanders, often referred to as the Diadochi. These influential

figures, including Ptolemy, Seleucus, Antigonus, Lysimachus, and Cassander,

divided the empire into several kingdoms and clashed in a series of relentless

battles.

Ancient Warfare Tactics and Strategies

The Wars of Succession witnessed the evolution of ancient warfare tactics and

strategies. The Diadochi introduced innovative military formations and utilized a

variety of forces including infantry, cavalry, and siege engines. They adapted their

armies to different terrains, devised new strategies, and became adept at

diplomacy and political maneuvering.
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The Battle of Ipsus: Shaping the Future

One of the most significant battles during the Wars of Succession was the Battle

of Ipsus in 301 BC. This clash, fought between the armies of Antigonus and his

opponents, became a turning point in ancient warfare. It marked the first time

elephants were used as a decisive factor in a major battle, revolutionizing the

military dynamics of the time. The Diadochi's strategies and innovations in this
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period laid the foundation for future military tactics and influenced civilizations

throughout history.

Alexander's Legacy: Hellenistic Civilization

Amidst the chaos and bloodshed, Alexander's empire left behind a lasting legacy

known as the Hellenistic civilization. The Diadochi, despite their constant

conflicts, promoted culture, art, science, and philosophy, blending Greek traditions

with local customs. This cultural fusion sparked an intellectual and creative boom,

resulting in advancements that affected Western civilization for centuries to come.

The Fall and Impact

The Wars of Succession eventually came to an end, with the Diadochi settling

into their respective territories and establishing their own dynasties. However, the

violent struggles and territorial divisions left the empire weakened and vulnerable

to external threats. The fall of the Hellenistic civilization marked the end of an era,

but its influence continued to shape subsequent empires, such as the Roman and

Byzantine Empires.

Despite the passing of centuries, the war for Alexander The Great's empire

remains a captivating topic that provides valuable insights into ancient warfare

and civilization. Understanding the intense conflicts can help us comprehend the

rise and fall of empires, appreciate the innovations and strategies developed by

the Diadochi, and recognize the enduring impact of this remarkable period in

history.

The War for Alexander The Great's Empire: Ancient Warfare and Civilization

represents a dramatic chapter in human history. The struggles, battles, and

political machinations of the Diadochi shaped the future of warfare and influenced

the cultural landscape of the ancient world. The enduring legacy of Alexander The



Great's empire continues to fascinate historians, archaeologists, and enthusiasts

alike, reminding us of the significant impact of past conflicts on civilization as a

whole.
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Alexander the Great conquered an enormous empire--stretching from Greece to

the Indian subcontinent--and his death triggered forty bloody years of world-

changing events. These were years filled with high adventure, intrigue, passion,

assassinations, dynastic marriages, treachery, shifting alliances, and mass

slaughter on battlefield after battlefield. And while the men fought on the field, the

women, such as Alexander's mother Olympias, schemed from their palaces and

pavilions.

Dividing the Spoils serves up a fast-paced narrative that captures this turbulent

time as it revives the memory of the Successors of Alexander and their great

contest for his empire. The Successors, Robin Waterfield shows, were no mere

plunderers. Indeed, Alexander left things in great disarray at the time of his death,
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with no guaranteed succession, no administration in place suitable for such a

large realm, and huge untamed areas both bordering and within his empire. It was

the Successors--battle-tested companions of Alexander such as Ptolemy,

Perdiccas, Seleucus, and Antigonus the One-Eyed--who consolidated

Alexander's gains. Their competing ambitions, however, eventually led to the

break-up of the empire. To tell their story in full, Waterfield draws upon a wide

range of historical materials, providing the first account that makes complete

sense of this highly complex period.

Astonishingly, this period of brutal, cynical warfare was also characterized by

brilliant cultural achievements, especially in the fields of philosophy, literature, and

art. A new world emerged from the dust and haze of battle, and, in addition to

chronicling political and military events, Waterfield provides ample discussion of

the amazing cultural flowering of the early Hellenistic Age.
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