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When it comes to philosophy, Deleuze and Badiou have emerged as two
influential thinkers, each offering a unique perspective on the concepts of
multiplicity and ontology. In this article, we will delve deep into their ideas,
dissecting their thoughts and comparing their viewpoints to expand our

understanding of these complex philosophical notions.

The Critique of Representation - Deleuze's Approach

Deleuze, known for his groundbreaking work in post-structuralism, challenges the
traditional concepts of representation. He argues that reality is not something
fixed or singular, but rather a multiplicity of interconnected and constantly
changing entities. This multiplicity, according to Deleuze, cannot be captured

adequately through representation.
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Instead, Deleuze proposes the concept of the "rhizome," an interconnected

network of heterogeneous elements that defies hierarchical structures. This
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rhizomatic approach to reality allows for a more fluid understanding of multiplicity,

embracing the complexities and divergences within existence.

Deleuze's ontology revolves around the idea of becoming. He suggests that
everything is in a state of constant transformation, and there is no fixed essence
to any entity. This notion challenges traditional essentialist views that define
objects based on their inherent qualities. Instead, Deleuze emphasizes the
process of becoming, where entities are defined by their interactions and

relationships within the multiplicity.

Truth as Event - Badiou's Perspective

Badiou, on the other hand, approaches multiplicity and ontology from a different
angle. For him, multiplicity is not viewed as a network of interconnected elements,

but rather as a set of possibilities that can be transformed through truth-events.

In Badiou's ontology, truth-events are rare occurrences that disrupt the existing
order and introduce something new into the multiplicity. These events, according
to Badiou, have the power to redefine truth and challenge the prevalent norms
and ideologies. They open up new possibilities and expose the limitations of the

existing system.

Badiou's concept of truth-events is rooted in his understanding of ontology as a
process of becoming. He argues that truths emerge through the subjective
choices and actions of individuals who are committed to a particular event. These
commitments, when acted upon, can lead to the creation of new truths, shaping

the multiplicity.

Comparing Deleuze and Badiou - Finding Common Ground



While Deleuze and Badiou approach multiplicity and ontology from different
perspectives, there are certain similarities in their ideas. Both philosophers reject
the notion of a fixed and singular reality, emphasizing the complexities and fluidity

of existence.

They also share a critique of representation, arguing that traditional modes of
representation fail to capture the complexities of multiplicity. Deleuze proposes

the rhizome, while Badiou suggests truth-events as alternatives to representation.

Furthermore, both philosophers recognize the importance of subjective choice
and action in shaping the multiplicity. Deleuze's concept of becoming and
Badiou's emphasis on the subjectivity of truth-events highlight the active role

individuals play in transforming the existing order.

- Expanding Our Understanding of Multiplicity and Ontology

In , the philosophies of Deleuze and Badiou provide us with valuable insights into
the concepts of multiplicity and ontology. Deleuze's rhizomatic approach
challenges traditional representation, while Badiou's focus on truth-events opens

up new possibilities for redefining truth within the multiplicity.

By comparing their perspectives, we gain a deeper understanding of the
complexities and fluidity of existence. We recognize the active role individuals

play in shaping the multiplicity and the potential for transformative change.

So, if you're ready to expand your philosophical horizons, dive into the thought-

provoking ideas of Deleuze and Badiou. Prepare to have your mind blown!
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This book approaches work by Gilles Deleuze and Alain Badiou through their
shared commitment to multiplicity, a novel approach to addressing one of the

oldest philosophical questions: is being one or many?

Becky Vartabedian examines major statements of multiplicity by Deleuze and
Badiou to assess the structure of multiplicity as ontological ground or foundation,
and the procedures these accounts prescribe for understanding one in relation to

multiplicity.

Written in a clear, engaging style, Vartabedian introduces readers to Deleuze and
Badiou’s key ontological commitments to the mathematical resources
underpinning their accounts of multiplicity and one, and situates these as a

conversation unfolding amid political and intellectual transformations.
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