Two Years On The Alabama: A
Journey to Remember

Exploring the vast coastline, witnessing breathtaking sunsets, and relishing in the
warm hospitality of southern charm — these are only a few highlights of the
incredible journey one can experience on the Alabama Gulf Coast. Two years
have passed since my memorable adventure on the Alabama, and | cannot help
but relive the enchanting moments that unfolded during my time there. In this
article, | am excited to share my experiences, recommendations, and the lesser-

known gems | discovered along the way.

The Journey Begins

Upon setting foot on the shores of the Alabama Gulf Coast, | instantly felt
embraced by its welcoming atmosphere. The tranquil waves lapping against the
shoreline and the soft sea breeze invigorated my spirit, setting the stage for a truly
unforgettable journey. Whether you prefer relaxing on pristine white sand
beaches, engaging in exhilarating water sports, or delving into the rich history and

culture of the area, the Alabama offers something for everyone.

Beachside Bliss

The Alabama boasts a myriad of stunning beaches, each with its own unique
appeal. Gulf Shores, with its powdery sands and crystal-clear turquoise waters,
provides the perfect backdrop for a sun-soaked escape. The sound of seagulls
echoing in the distance and children’s laughter filling the air create a sense of
pure bliss. Orange Beach, on the other hand, offers a more secluded and serene

ambiance, ideal for couples seeking a romantic getaway.
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Thrilling Water Sports

For the adventurous souls, the Alabama Gulf Coast offers a plethora of thrilling
water sports activities. Kayaking through the peaceful marshes and vibrant
wetlands is a must-try experience, immersing you in the region's untouched
natural beauty. For those seeking an adrenaline rush, parasailing above the
sparkling Gulf waters provides an exhilarating view of the coastline from high
above. Jet skiing along the coast or deep-sea fishing are also fantastic options for

those with a taste for excitement.

Hidden Gems

While the popular tourist attractions along the Alabama Gulf Coast are
undoubtedly enchanting, some hidden gems deserve special recognition.
Dauphin Island, a barrier island located at the mouth of Mobile Bay, offers a
tranquil oasis surrounded by untouched nature. The Estuarium, a fascinating
marine science museum, showcases the diverse ecosystem of the Gulf Coast,

providing a deeper understanding of its delicate balance.
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The Gulf State Park in Gulf Shores is another hidden gem | stumbled upon during
my adventure. With miles of picturesque trails winding through verdant forests
and pristine wetlands, it offers the perfect retreat for nature lovers. A visit to the
butterfly garden within the park evokes a sense of wonder as vibrant butterflies

gracefully flutter around, adding a touch of magic to the surroundings.

Delicious Dining

No journey would be complete without savoring the local culinary delights, and
the Alabama Gulf Coast prides itself on its mouthwatering seafood dishes.
Freshly caught fish, succulent shrimp, and juicy oysters tickle the taste buds,
leaving a lasting impression of the region's flavors. While seafood steals the
spotlight, the Alabama Gulf Coast also boasts a variety of dining options to cater

to every palate, ranging from southern comfort food to international cuisine.

The memories of my journey on the Alabama Gulf Coast remain vivid even after
two years have passed. The captivating beauty of the beaches, the thrill of
engaging in water sports, and the discovery of hidden gems all contributed to an
experience | will cherish forever. If you ever find yourself yearning for an
unforgettable coastal adventure, set your sights on the Alabama Gulf Coast and
allow yourself to be captivated by its natural splendor, warm hospitality, and

boundless opportunities for adventure.
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From July 1862 until June 1864 the C.S.S. Alabama was the terror of
the Atlantic Ocean.

Built in secrecy in Liverpool, England, through the arrangement of Confederate
agent Commander James Bulloch, it was built for the fledgling Confederate

States Navy which was sorely in need of ships.

Under the command of Raphael Semmes it would spend the next two years
terrorising and attacking Union shipping to help the Confederacy break the

stranglehold which it found itself in.

Through these two years it completed seven highly successful expeditionary
raids, and it had been at sea for 534 days out of 657, never visiting a single
Confederate port. They boarded nearly 450 vessels, captured or burned 65 Union
merchant ships, and took more than 2,000 prisoners without a single loss of life

from either prisoners or their own crew.

Fifth Lieutenant Arthur Sinclair, who served under Semmes on the Alabama for
the entirety of its existence, documents a fascinating first-person account of life

on board this Confederate raider.

As they crisscrossed over the oceans Sinclair notes the ships they attacked,

prisoners they took and various places they visited, from Brazil to South Africa.
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Powered by both sail and steam, the Alabama was one of the quickest ships of its
era, reaching speeds of over 13 knots. But in the quest for speed there had been
sacrifices, notably the lack of heavy armor-cladding and larger guns, which were

to prove fatal during the Battle of Cherbourg in 1864 against the U.S.S. Kearsage.

Two Years on the Alabama is an excellent account of naval operations of the
confederacy during the American Civil War. It provides brilliant details into the
revolutionary changes that were occurring in late-nineteenth century maritime

developments.

After the Alabama was sunk Sinclair was rescued by the English yacht
Deerhound and taken to Southampton. He later served as an officer of the
inactive cruiser CSS Rappahannock at Calais, France. Following the Civil War, he
primarily lived in Baltimore, Maryland, where he was a merchant. In 1896 he
published Two Years on the Alabama. Arthur Sinclair died in Baltimore in
November 1925.
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