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In the early 2000s, when the US forces were deployed in Afghanistan, a
remarkable presence emerged within the military ranks – an unconventional
chaplain who would go on to impact countless lives during his deployment from
2002 to 2003. This is the inspiring story of how his unique approach won hearts
and minds, leaving a long-lasting impression on soldiers and civilians alike.

A Different Perspective on Religious Support

Traditionally, chaplains provide spiritual and emotional support to military
personnel. However, this particular chaplain approached his role with a refreshing
twist. Recognizing the Afghan culture, he embraced their beliefs and customs,
building bridges between the communities and the military forces.
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Connecting with the Locals

This unconventional chaplain, whose name we have withheld for security
reasons, dedicated himself to understanding the local culture, language, and
customs. He went beyond the conventional chaplain role to forge meaningful
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connections with the Afghan people. By engaging with elders, community leaders,
and individuals from various walks of life, he gained their trust and respect.

Building Trust through Acts of Kindness

Understanding that actions speak louder than words, the chaplain launched
initiatives to improve the lives of the local population. He mobilized donations
from within the military community to build schools, supply clean drinking water,
and provide medical assistance. These efforts not only won hearts but also
showcased the benevolence and empathy of the American military.

Fostering Cultural Exchange

Realizing the importance of cultural understanding, the chaplain organized
regular gatherings where Afghan and American soldiers would interact. Through
these interactions, both sides exchanged knowledge, swapped stories, and
learned about each other's values and traditions. This created an atmosphere of
mutual respect and open communication, breaking down barriers that had
previously existed.

Supporting Personnel and Alleviating Strain

The chaplain recognized the toll that deployment took on the soldiers. He
established safe spaces where military personnel could relax, share their fears,
and find solace. These spaces offered comfort from the harsh realities of war,
acting as a reminder of their humanity. Furthermore, the chaplain provided
counseling and emotional support to those grappling with the trauma of the
battlefield.

An Unforgettable Legacy

The impact of this unconventional chaplain's efforts cannot be overstated. By
respecting local customs and embracing the Afghan culture, he became a symbol



of understanding, compassion, and unity. His actions not only boosted morale
within the military but also left an indelible mark on the Afghan people, fostering
positive perceptions of the US forces. His legacy lives on through the continued
efforts of those he inspired.

The story of this unconventional chaplain winning hearts and minds in
Afghanistan from 2002 to 2003 highlights the power of empathy, understanding,
and cultural exchange. By forging meaningful connections, supporting local
communities, and providing emotional assistance, he helped create an
environment of trust and respect. His memory stands as a testament to the
extraordinary impact that one person can make, even in the most challenging of
circumstances.
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This 87-chapter non-fiction photo-illustrated memoir starts with the author’s
experience in in Washington, D.C. on September 11, 2001, followed by an
“invitation” to deploy with an Army National Guard Green Beret battalion to
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Afghanistan. This unit association begins with the casualty notification of a
forward-deployed unit member and subsequent pre-mob training and JRTC
certification. Upon arrival at Kabul Military Training Center, FOB195 picks up two
missions in OEF-2: 1) mop up of insurgents and 2) training of the first two
brigades of the new Afghan National Army. In addition to unit ministry and the
training of Afghan soldiers in human rights (HR) and the law of war (LOW), the
battalion intelligence officer (S2) encourages the chaplain to “get out” and
develop humanitarian missions to engender good will with the local population.
Little did the S2 know that the ensuring conversational English classes at the
nearby Pol-e-Charki school would become the bridge to conciliation following a
tragic training accident that claimed the lives of four boys from that very school,
threatening to derail their training mission. The lead up, tragedy and amazing
resolution (through the application of an ancient Afghan ceremony) demonstrate
the cultural sensitivity, professionalism and compassion of the Green Berets. The
heart-healing story is seen through the eyes of a versatile citizen-soldier chaplain,
whose observations and interventions include an amazing series of story lines
that are played out in two surprising epilogues.
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