Uncovering the Hidden Mysteries: The
Fascinating World of International
Archaeology in Sicily

The Rich History of Sicily

Located in the heart of the Mediterranean, the island of Sicily has been a cultural
melting pot for centuries. Its strategic position has made it a coveted territory
throughout history, leaving behind a legacy that is now being uncovered by
international archaeologists. From ancient Greek settlements to Roman ruins and
medieval fortresses, Sicily offers a captivating journey into the past for those

willing to explore.

The Birth of International Archaeology in Sicily

In the 19th century, Sicily caught the attention of numerous foreign archaeologists
who were intrigued by its historical heritage. The first major excavation project
was led by the German archaeologist Friedrich Thiersch, who discovered the
grand Greek theater in Segesta. This marked the beginning of international
interest in the island's archaeology and laid the groundwork for future

expeditions.

Exploring Ancient Greek Cities

The ancient Greeks left an indelible mark on Sicily during their colonization
efforts. The city of Syracuse, in particular, boasts remarkable archaeological sites
such as the well-preserved Greek theater, the impressive Greek temple of Apollo,
and the awe-inspiring Ear of Dionysius, a limestone cave named after the tyrant
Dionysius I. These sites provide a glimpse into the thriving Greek civilization that

once thrived on the island.
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Another notable ancient Greek city in Sicily is Agrigento, home to the
extraordinary Valley of the Temples. This UNESCO World Heritage site
encompasses a series of well-preserved temples, including the famous Temple of
Concordia. As you walk through the columns of these ancient structures, it's easy

to imagine the splendor they once held.

Unearthing Roman Treasures

Following the decline of the Greek empire, Sicily fell under Roman rule, which led
to the establishment of numerous Roman cities and architectural marvels. One of
the most renowned sites is Villa Romana del Casale near Piazza Armerina. This
extraordinary villa is adorned with intricate mosaics depicting scenes of ancient

Roman life, offering a window into the opulence of the Roman elite.

The town of Taormina is another must-visit destination for archaeology
enthusiasts. Its crowning jewel is the ancient theater, which provides panoramic
views of Mount Etna and the coastline. Dating back to the 3rd century BCE, this
theater has hosted countless performances throughout history, making it an

exceptional synthesis of archaeology and nature.
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Medieval Marvels and Norman Influence

The Norman era left an indelible mark on Sicilian architecture and cultural
heritage. The city of Palermo showcases a unique blend of Arab-Norman
architecture, with its most emblematic example being the Palatine Chapel within
the Royal Palace. Its intricate Byzantine mosaics and ornate decorations are a

testament to the skill and artistry of the period.

In the town of Cefalu, visitors can explore the magnificent Cathedral, a UNESCO
World Heritage site. A prime example of Norman architecture, the Cathedral
stands as a symbol of religious and cultural significance. Its lavish interior is
adorned with dazzling mosaics, illustrating biblical scenes that captivate the

imagination.

Reviving Sicily's Past Through International Collaboration

The field of international archaeology plays a crucial role in uncovering Sicily's
hidden treasures. Collaborations between lItalian and foreign archaeological
teams have led to groundbreaking discoveries, shedding light on the island's
cultural and historical significance. Through careful excavation and preservation,
these teams bring Sicily's past to life, enabling future generations to connect with

their roots.

Sicily's rich history and archaeological marvels make it a captivating destination
for history enthusiasts and explorers alike. From the ancient Greek cities to the
Roman relics and medieval treasures, the island offers a unique journey through
time. Thanks to international archaeology efforts, these hidden gems are being
brought to light, ensuring that Sicily's past remains alive and accessible for

generations to come.
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Trinacria, the ancient name for Sicily extending back to Homeric Greek, has
understandably been the focus of decades of archaeological research.
Recognizing Sicily’s rich prehistory and pivotal role in the history of the
Mediterranean, Sebastiano Tusa - professor, head of heritage agencies and
councillor for Cultural Heritage for the Sicilian Region - promoted the exploration
of the island’s heritage through international collaboration. His decades of
fostering research initiatives not only produced rich archaeological results
spanning the Palaeolithic to the modern era but brought scholars from a range of
schools and disciplines to work together in Sicily. Through his efforts, uniquely
productive methodological, theoretical and interpretative networks were created.

Their impact extends far beyond Sicily and ltaly.

To highlight these networks and their results, the Institutum Romanum Finlandiae,
the Swedish Institute in Rome, the Norwegian Institute in Rome, the British
School at Rome and the Assessorato dei Beni Culturali of Sicily, with generous
support from the Swedish Riksbankens Jubileumsfond, assembled this anthology
of papers. The aim is to present a selection of the work of and results from

contemporary, multi-national research projects in Sicily.
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The collaboration between the Sicilian and international partners, often in an
interdisciplinary framework, has generated important results and perspectives.
The articles in this volume present research projects from throughout the island.
The core of the articles is concerned with the Archaic through to the Roman
period, but diachronic studies also trace lines back to the Stone Age and up to the
contemporary era. A range of methods and sources are explored, thus creating

an up-to-date volume that is a referential gateway to contemporary Sicilian

archaeology.
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