
Universals Versus Particulars The Ultimate
Intellectual War: Unraveling the Secrets of the
Universe
The age-old debate between universals and particulars has long captivated the
minds of philosophers, scientists, and intellectuals across the globe. Both
concepts, universals and particulars, represent contrasting ideas about the nature
of existence and the fundamental building blocks of our universe. In this thought-
provoking article, we delve into the depths of this intellectual war, shedding light
on the intricacies and potential implications of these opposing viewpoints.

Understanding Universals and Particulars

Universals are the abstract concepts or ideas that exist beyond individual
instances or particulars. They are often seen as general properties or qualities
that all instances of a certain type share. For example, the universal concept of
"redness" exists beyond individual red objects. Universals are seen as timeless
and immutable, forming the foundation of objective reality.

On the other hand, particulars are the individual instances or objects that exist in
the physical world. They are unique and distinct, lacking the timeless qualities
attributed to universals. Particulars are seen as the tangible manifestations of
universals, representing their specific characteristics in a specific context.
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The Battle of Perspectives

The debate between universals and particulars has sparked various theories and
schools of thought throughout history. One of the most prominent philosophical
positions is realism, which argues for the existence of universals as separate
entities. Realists believe that universals have an objective existence, independent
of our perception and language.

Contrary to realism, nominalism asserts that universals are merely linguistic
conveniences. Nominalists argue that universals are nothing more than names or
labels that we assign to groups of similar particulars. According to this
perspective, universals do not possess an independent existence but are
products of human thought and language.

Implications for Science and Knowledge

The battle between universals and particulars extends beyond the realm of
philosophy; it also impacts scientific endeavors and the pursuit of knowledge. The
realist perspective suggests that scientific laws and theories aim to uncover the
universals that govern the functioning of the universe. These universals act as
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fundamental principles, allowing us to understand and make predictions about
various phenomena.

On the other hand, the nominalist perspective emphasizes the importance of
particulars in scientific inquiry. Nominalists argue that scientific knowledge is
derived primarily from observations of individual instances or particulars. Through
careful observation and repeated experiments on particulars, scientists construct
theories and laws that explain specific phenomena without the need for universal
concepts.

Reconciling the Duality

While the battle between universals and particulars seems to present a stark
contrast, some philosophical perspectives strive to find a middle ground.
Conceptualism proposes that universals exist, but only as concepts within the
mind. According to this view, universals are grounded in our cognitive abilities but
do not possess an independent existence outside our minds.

Another reconciliatory approach is moderate realism, which argues that
universals exist as immanent within particulars. In this perspective, universals are
not separate entities but are inherent in the individual instances or particulars
themselves. This allows for the recognition of both the unique qualities of
particulars and the shared characteristics represented by universals.

The Search for Ultimate Truth

As intellectuals, philosophers, and scientists continue to engage in this
intellectual war, the search for ultimate truth remains a driving force. Exploring the
concepts of universals and particulars not only deepens our understanding of the
world but also challenges our perception of reality. Whether we find truth in the



existence of universals, particulars, or a blend of both depends on our individual
perspectives and the evidence we uncover.

The battle between universals and particulars is a timeless intellectual war that
lies at the heart of our quest for knowledge and understanding. With the realist
and nominalist perspectives offering diametrically opposed viewpoints and
alternative reconciliatory approaches providing middle ground, this debate
continues to shape our perception of the universe. As we unravel the secrets of
the universe, the interplay between universals and particulars remains a
captivating enigma, inspiring us to perceive the world through a different lens.
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There’s a huge hole in how humanity thinks about reality. The problem is a very
old one, but only a tiny group of philosophers ever took an interest in it. To the
average person, it’s an obscure and unfathomable issue. To the truly intelligent,
it’s the key to understanding existence. To clarify this issue is to get rid of so
much junk in the way of humanity’s ability to explain reality.
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If you consider yourself one of the smartest people in the world, you have to do
what unintelligent people never do, and that’s to become interested in the most
rarefied topics, topics which seem absurd to the simple-minded, to the sort of
people who aren’t in the game of explaining reality and never could be.

The topic of universals versus particulars is about as unlikely as it gets for
understanding our existence, and yet that’s exactly where we must look to find
the ultimate answers. This debate allows us to makes sense of a foundational
problem of science: why science is totally dependent on mathematics even
though the mathematical method contradicts the scientific method in every way.
Mathematics is for thinking types (rationalists), science for sensing types
(empiricists). These are two totally different types of people. Never get them
confused. You have to choose a side.

The supreme question is whether reality is scientific (material; particular;
sensible) or mathematical (mental; universal; intelligible). To put it another way, is
reality dead or alive? Is it a mechanism or an organism? Is it stupid, with no
purpose, as science says, or is it intelligent, and relentlessly calculating the
answer to itself, and driving itself to perfect completion, as it must if it is
mathematical?

Are you smart enough to understand the answer? Most people aren’t. According
to Kurt Gödel, a global conspiracy has been in place for centuries to stop
humanity from studying Leibniz, the supreme rationalist, and thus, through this
neglect, to “make men stupid.”

There might as well be a global conspiracy given how far mathematical
rationalism has fallen in order to create space for scientific empiricism, its
philosophical opposite.



Scientists, the people of the senses, even claim to be champions of reason and
logic. As if!

Ontological mathematicians are thinking people, and thinking rationally and
logically is all you need to do to work out how reality works. Descartes pointed
this out centuries ago and the only reason his rationalist project failed was that
the state of mathematics wasn’t advanced enough when he was alive. Now it is,
and so now the Cartesian, Leibnizian and Hegelian worldview can replace that of
scientific materialism and empiricism.

It’s time for the greatest paradigm shift of all: from scientific empiricism to
mathematical rationalism, from sensing to thinking, from observation to logic,
from matter to mind.
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