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Understanding option pricing is a key component of successful investment
strategies in financial markets. The ability to accurately calculate the value of
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options can provide valuable insights for investors looking to optimize their
portfolios. In this article, we delve into the fascinating world of option pricing and
explore the powerful PDE and Martingale methods in collaboration with the
renowned academic publisher, Bocconi Springer.

What are Options?

Options are financial instruments that give the holder the right, but not the
obligation, to buy or sell an underlying asset at a predetermined price (strike
price) within a specific time frame. They are widely used in financial markets to
hedge risks, speculate on price movements, and generate income.
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Option pricing is crucial for both option buyers and sellers. Buyers need to assess
the fair value of an option to determine if it is worth purchasing, while sellers need
to determine an appropriate premium to charge for selling the option.

The PDE Approach to Option Pricing
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The Partial Differential Equation (PDE) approach to option pricing is widely
regarded as one of the most powerful and flexible methods available. It is based
on the concept of constructing an artificial portfolio that replicates the cash flows
of the option being priced. By assuming certain market conditions, such as the
absence of arbitrage opportunities, the PDE approach allows for the derivation of
a partial differential equation that governs the price dynamics of the option.

The PDE approach is elegant in its mathematical formulation and provides a
deep understanding of the underlying assumptions and dynamics of options
pricing. Many sophisticated option pricing models, such as the Black-Scholes
model, are based on the PDE framework.

Martingale Methods in Option Pricing

Martingale methods are another powerful tool used in option pricing. The concept
of a martingale is derived from probability theory and refers to a mathematical
sequence of random variables that exhibit a specific property known as the
"martingale property."

In option pricing, martingale methods are used to construct self-financing trading
strategies that ensure the absence of arbitrage opportunities. These strategies
are designed to replicate the payoffs of the option being priced. By assuming the
absence of arbitrage, martingale methods allow for the determination of the fair
value of the option, taking into account factors such as interest rates, dividends,
and volatility.

Collaboration with Bocconi Springer

Bocconi Springer is an esteemed academic publisher known for producing high-
quality research in the fields of economics, finance, and business. Their
collaboration with experts in option pricing has resulted in groundbreaking



publications that delve deep into the concepts, theories, and practical applications
of PDE and martingale methods in option pricing.

One notable publication in this collaboration is the book "PDE and Martingale
Methods in Option Pricing" by renowned experts in the field. This comprehensive
guide covers various aspects of option pricing, including mathematical models,
numerical methods, and real-world applications. With detailed explanations and
numerous examples, the book serves as an invaluable resource for academics,
students, and practitioners alike.

Option pricing is a complex and fascinating field, and the PDE and Martingale
methods are essential tools for accurately valuing options. Bocconi Springer's
collaboration with experts in the field has resulted in groundbreaking publications
that unlock the secrets of option pricing, providing a deep understanding of the
underlying mathematical concepts and practical applications. Whether you are an
academic, a student, or a practitioner in the financial industry, exploring the world
of option pricing with PDE and Martingale methods using Bocconi Springer's
resources will undoubtedly enhance your knowledge and skills in this critical area
of finance.
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This book offers an to the mathematical, probabilistic and numerical methods
used in the modern theory of option pricing. The text is designed for readers with
a basic mathematical background.
The first part contains a presentation of the arbitrage theory in discrete time.
In the second part, the theories of stochastic calculus and parabolic PDEs are
developed in detail and the classical arbitrage theory is analyzed in a Markovian
setting by means of of PDEs techniques. After the martingale representation
theorems and the Girsanov theory have been presented, arbitrage pricing is
revisited in the martingale theory optics. General tools from PDE and martingale
theories are also used in the analysis of volatility modeling.
The book also contains an to Lévy processes and Malliavin calculus. The last part
is devoted to the description of the numerical methods used in option pricing:
Monte Carlo, binomial trees, finite differences and Fourier transform.
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