
Unveiling the Dark Secrets: The Stern Gang
Ideology, Politics, and Terror 1940-1949

The Rise of the Stern Gang

The Stern Gang, also known as Lehi (Freedom Fighters of Israel), was a Zionist
paramilitary organization active in Palestine during the tumultuous years of 1940-
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1949. Even though they played a significant role in shaping the future of Israel,
their controversial methods and radical ideologies brought terror and bloodshed
to the region.

The Ideological Foundation

The Stern Gang's ideology was deeply rooted in extreme nationalism and the
struggle for a Jewish state. Their primary aim was to establish an independent
Jewish state in all of Mandatory Palestine, as opposed to the partitioning
proposed by the United Nations in 1947. They believed that achieving this goal
required armed struggle against both the British Mandate authorities and Arab
residents of Palestine.
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This extremist ideology was heavily influenced by three main principles:

1. Revival of Jewish Power: The Stern Gang believed in the importance of
Jewish power and self-defense. They aimed to restore Jewish pride through
violent resistance against external threats.
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2. Elimination of British Rule: Viewing the British Mandate as an obstacle to
Jewish sovereignty, the Stern Gang targeted British military and political
institutions, orchestrating a series of attacks and assassinations.

3. Expulsion of Arab Inhabitants: The Stern Gang's ideology advocated for
the expulsion of Arab inhabitants from Mandatory Palestine, disregarding the
coexistence and well-being of other communities in the region.

Political Contestations

While the Stern Gang's ideology primarily focused on attaining Zionist objectives,
they also engaged in disagreements with other Jewish paramilitary organizations.

They held an antagonistic relationship with mainstream Zionist leaders, such as
David Ben-Gurion, who were eventually successful in establishing the state of
Israel. The Stern Gang's refusal to accept any negotiated settlement with the
British authorities, including the 1937 Peel Commission's proposed partition,
resulted in their isolation from the mainstream Zionist movement.

Additionally, the Irgun, another Jewish paramilitary organization, posed a
challenge to the Stern Gang's influence. Although sharing similar goals, the two
groups frequently clashed over divergent strategies and political approaches.
These rivalries often escalated into violent clashes, leading to significant divisions
within the Jewish community in Palestine.

The Reign of Terror

To achieve their desired goals, the Stern Gang resorted to acts of terrorism that
shocked the region.

One of the most notorious attacks conducted by the Stern Gang was the bombing
of the King David Hotel in Jerusalem on July 22, 1946. This act of terror resulted



in the deaths of 91 people, including British civilians and military personnel, as
well as Arab bystanders. The hotel housed the British administrative
headquarters at the time.

Moreover, the Stern Gang was involved in multiple targeted assassinations,
including the killing of British Minister of State Lord Moyne in 1944. Their attacks
on British military and police installations were frequent and indiscriminate,
causing fear and chaos throughout the region.

Legacy and Dissolution

The Stern Gang's violent actions ultimately had serious consequences.

In response to the escalating violence, the British government intensified their
efforts to suppress Jewish paramilitary organizations. The operation known as
"Black Sabbath" launched in 1946, succeeding in dismantling key parts of the
Stern Gang's infrastructure and leadership.

Following Israel's establishment in 1948, the Stern Gang was officially disbanded.
Some former members, however, incorporated themselves into the newly-formed
Israeli Defense Forces, while others pursued political careers.

While the Stern Gang's ideology and methods have been widely criticized, it is
undeniable that their actions had a significant impact on shaping the political
landscape of Palestine in the years leading up to Israel's independence.

In

The Stern Gang's ideology, politics, and terror defined a particularly turbulent
period in the history of Palestine. Their extreme nationalism, violent actions, and
controversial ideology continue to fuel debates even to this day. Understanding



their motivations and the consequences of their actions is crucial for
comprehending the complexities surrounding Israel's path to statehood.
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This study of "The Stern Gang" attempts to demythologize the image of this
extremist, Zionist underground group. The book analyzes the party's split from the
Irgun Zvai Leumi (National Military Organization) and its attempts to synthesize
the politics and ideals of the right and left.
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