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Arthur Machen, the renowned Welsh author, was a master at weaving uncanny
tales that blend horror, fantasy, and mystery. Born on March 3, 1863, in Caerleon,
Monmouthshire, Machen led a fascinating and unconventional life.

His unique writing style delved deep into the realms of supernatural horror,
making him one of the influential figures of the genres. In this article, we embark
on a journey exploring one of his most captivating works, "Dreads and Drolls".
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"Dreads and Drolls" is an anthology of Arthur Machen's mesmerizing short stories
published in 1926. The enigmatic collection portrays the author's mastery at
intertwining elements of horror, folklore, and surrealism into captivating narratives
that plunge readers into the deeper realms of their own imagination.

This extraordinary assortment of tales includes chilling stories like "The Great
God Pan," a haunting and eerie narrative that explores the fine line between the
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rational and the supernatural. Machen's intricate prose and vivid descriptions
evoke a sense of chilling atmosphere that lingers long after the final lines are
read.

Other enthralling stories found within the collection include "The White People"
and "The Inmost Light," both of which delve into the human fascination with the
mystical and the occult. Through his works, Machen captivates readers with his
subtle exploration of the dark desires and hidden secrets that dwell within us all.

Machen's Literary Legacy

Arthur Machen's contributions to literature extend far beyond "Dreads and Drolls."
His notable works cover a wide range of subjects, from exploring the dark
underbelly of urban life in "The Three Impostors" to delving into the realms of
Celtic mythology in "The Chronicle of Clemendy."

One cannot overlook Machen's remarkable influence on the horror genre,
particularly in his portrayal of the supernatural. His works opened new avenues
for authors to explore the realms of the unknown, inspiring iconic figures like H.P.
Lovecraft, who regarded Machen as a significant influence on his own writing.

Exploring Machen's Writing Style

Machen's unique style of storytelling is characterized by his ability to blur the lines
between reality and fantasy, weaving together elements of mystery and horror.
Through his intricate prose and detailed descriptions, he creates an eerie
atmosphere that immerses readers in a world that lies just beyond the realm of
everyday life.

A Journey Into the Unknown



Reading "Dreads and Drolls" is like embarking on a thrilling journey into the
unknown, guided by Arthur Machen's impeccable storytelling prowess. Each story
is a glimpse into the human psyche, an exploration of the deep-seated fears and
desires that reside within us all.

Prepare to be captivated by tales that will send shivers down your spine,
transporting you to enchanted landscapes and mysterious realms. Machen's
ability to tap into the darkest corners of the human psyche makes "Dreads and
Drolls" an essential read for lovers of supernatural horror and chilling storytelling.

Arthur Machen's "Dreads and Drolls" stands as a testament to his brilliance as a
writer and his deep understanding of the human condition. Through his masterful
storytelling, he whisks readers away to a world where the supernatural
intertwines with reality, leaving a lasting impression that continues to resonate
long after closing the book.

So, whether you are a die-hard horror fan, a lover of the mystic and the strange,
or simply someone who appreciates extraordinary literature, "Dreads and Drolls"
by Arthur Machen is a literary treasure that should not be missed.
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This volume contains sixty studies, mostly from real life, each of which, by its
capacity for inspiring terror or causing amused wonder, qualifies as the ‘Dread’ or
‘Droll’ of Arthur Machen’s general heading. ‘To be able so to tell the bare truth that
it seems a magnificent lie’ is the qualification which has attracted Machen to the
most outstanding of his narrations.

When Dreads and Drolls was first published in 1926 it contained twenty-nine
articles reprinted from London’s The Graphic. We have great pleasure in more
than doubling that number by including all of his contributions from that
magazine. To ‘The Euston Square Mystery’, ‘The Adventure of the Long-Lost
Brother’ and others we have been able to add ‘A Castle in Celtic Myths’, ‘A Pretty
Parricide’, ‘One Night When I Was Frightened’ and many more.

There is a tendency towards the re-telling of notable eighteenth-century crimes
among these ‘Dreads’ and ‘Drolls’, but Machen also manages to illuminate such a
wide range of subjects as the Holy Grail, the ‘Little People’ and cookery. In this
entertaining and diverse collection of essays, Machen manages to show how little
human nature has changed through the centuries.

We can admire Machen, in the words he uses to commend Grimaldi, as a man
with an ‘admirable scent for mystery and capacity of creating it’.
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